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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, - T 
SUPERINTENDENT’ S OFFICE, ۱ r 
LITTLE Rock, ÅRK,, Oct. 31, 1882. d 


To His Excellency T. J. CnuxcHiLL, Governor of the State 
of Arkansas: : ) 


SIR :—In compliance with thé provisions of. law, I have 

the honor to transmit to you the report of the State T 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, together with accom-  . 
panying documents, for the years 1881 and 1882. ^ > 
Very respectfully, 
. Your-obédient servant, l : 
P .  DUNBAR.H. POPE, ` 
State. Superintendent of Public Instruction. ۱ 
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by 
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REPORT. 


OF THE 


State اهر‎ of Public Instruction: i^ 


Appointed to the office of State Superintendent-of Public 
Instruction, by the Governor, to fill the vacancy caused by 
the sad and universally regretted death of ‘Hon. James L. 


Denton, I entered upon the discharge of the duties of the. __ 


oak 


office, October 11, 1882. 

The first and most important matter that claimed my 
official attention, was the preparation of this report. Aside 
from the statistical tables, which were well in hand, nothing 
had been: done towards getting out the report required by 
law. : 

It was my E 8 intention m" begin work on his 
report. immediately upon his return from holding the Insti- 
tute at Fayetteville. But he wasnot E to carry out 
his intention, as is well known. 

Mr. Denton. had wisely formulated; in his mind, plans 
for the upbuilding of our public seliool system. The 
State can but be the loser, now that she is denied the 
benefit of his wise counsels and suggestions. ` 


POPULAR EDUCATION. | 


This is no longer a debatable question. The people have 
sat in judgment, and from their decision there is no appeal. 

' The framers of óur Constitution; in their wisdom and 
forethought, founded the principle of universal education 
under the broad shadow of Constitutional protection. It 
now remains for our law-makers to build upon this deeply 


laid eorner stone, à à structure of fair proportions ; one which ` 


E : (89- کت‎ . 4f. $^ 
the. lapse of time will serve to enlarge and round info beauty 
and symmetry. i 

Any State that does not foster and encourage to the 
utmost, this species. of public enterprise, is- ‘looked upon with 
disfavor by the intelligent immigrant, seeking a. new home. 
The Department of Public Instruction is, in some respects. ` 
an immigration bureau. We are informed by real estate.” 
agents, throughout the State, that one of the first questions ` 
asked by persons making inquiries concerning the State is :: 
* How ave your free school privileges 9** . 

We need more people to till our soil, lay low our immense 
forests, develop our mines, and to add generally to the 
material wealth of our rapidly growing State. 7“ d 

It affords me great pleasure and satisfaction to bear tes- 
timony to the fact, that the prejudice engendered by unwise 
legislation in school matters, and the willful waste of the 
publie school moneys, is fast giving way. The people are 
firmly wedded to the system, and look upon itas the surest ` 
and only means by which a large portion of the rising ` s 
generation can ever hope to acquire an: education sufficient 
to fit them for intelligent citizenship. _ GES 

: The reports of school officers are full of hope and encour- ` 

/ agement. i du 8L 
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. EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. ` 


The educational statistics, imperfect and unsatisfactory 
as they are, and as they: must necessarily be, under the new 
order of things, furnish abundant proof that we are moving. 
in the right direction. ` . 


ATTENDANCE. 


The attendance in our Public Schools has increased from : 
98,744, in 1881, to 117,696, in 1882; and, when we take 
into consideration the fact, that only ‘about one-half the 
- school districts in the State reported this item, we are justi- ` 
fied in.the belief that the increase in attendance, over last ` 
year, will not fall far short of 40,000 children. 7, 
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"TEACHERS. , DER 


Our teaching force has “also deena: there: being 332 
more teachérs than reported last'year. ^. ` e 


- The standard of scholarship requiied 1 fór license to UD. 


is being gradually, but perceptibly raised throughout the 


State. The County Examiners are using commendable zeal ` 
in this matter, and are more careful in granting certificates, 


and the-consequence is, better teaching ability i is coming to 

the front ; for the wide-awake and progressive teacher knows 

his worth will be epee and that his talent will receive 

its reward. l ۱ ACT : 
. + SCHOOL HOUSES. ۱ f 


i 


Although the number of school houses reported as having 
been erected, during the year, is not so large as the previ- 
ous year, yet they are more substantial and better pied 
to the purposes for which they were erected. ON 

Many of our public: school houses are now being built 
with an eye to beauty of design and finish, as well as to 
comfort, and are being furnished with improved furniture 
and apparatus. ۱ 

Several school districts had nó “schools during the 
past year, preferring to accumulate a ‘fund sufficiently 
large to build and furnish neat and comfortable school 
houses, knowing full well, that an attractive and well 
appointed school house is an honor.to, any community, a and 
will attract public’ atterition. 


` SCHOOL REVENUES. ~ 


County Treasurers have, with a few exceptions, fur- 
nished this office statements, showing the receipts and 
expenditures of the public ; scliool funds during the year end- 
ing June 30, 1882. While these reports are in -some cases 

_very defective, and do not give as clear and concise a state- 
ment of.the condition of the school fund as could: be desired, 
still they. furnish. the gratifying faét that we have made 
good progr ess in the matter of school . finances. : 
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The total receipts from all sources, as shown by: reports: 
made to this office, are $717,371 82, and the total . expendi: 
tures for all purposes $503, 856 5l, . | 


-STATE-INSTITUTIONS, ^ © 7 ’ 5" 


+ 


The ‘State’ Institutions of learning are all ‘in. successful - 


operation,'and show marked improvement in ali their depart- 
ments during the past school year. PO 

Reports of superintendents and principals are herewith 
submitted, and to which attention is respectfully called. i 


/ - SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. l 


Most of the cities and towns throughout the State, are 
now organized into *‘Special School Districts,” and are 
working under the **Act for the regulation of public schools. 
in cities and towns." These schools are rapidly increasing 
in number and importance, and serve to attract capital and 
labor to these educational centres. l 2 

Reports of City Superintendents and School Boards, show 


increased attendance and larger amounts of money expended , 


s 


the maintenance of the schools under their control. 

This office has been unable to obtain reports from some 
of the ‘more important towns in the State. Itis a fact, 
however, that these schools have been quite successful dur-. 
ing the year, and have made rapid strides toward perma- 
nency and efficiency. | l l 

NORMAL DISTRICT INSTITUTES. 5 

. During the year twelve Normal District . Institutes were 

held in the several judicial circuits, under the personal 


supervision of the. late State Superintendent, assisted by 


Prof. O. F. Russell, whose salary. and traveling expenses. 


were paid out of an appropriation from -the Peabody Fund. 
These Institutes enter largely into the work of all well 


regulated publie school systems. They bring. together the 
best teaching ability of the State, and afford opportunities 


for studying and discussing the best and most’ approved - 
methods in HOTO work. „Too much importance. can- 


e 


at 


ets 


kê Ce dE 


not be attached to these migratory. schools for ‘teaching. 


teachers how to teach." d l ۱ & 

The shortness’ of the sessions shawevde: has bean: a seri- 
ous obstacle tothe attainment of the best,results. won 

The General Agént of tlie Peabotly Fund, in.a letter of 
recent date, addressed to this office, in reference to the 
short sessions of the. Institutes, says: “I shall have to 
require that the Peabody grants for Institütes, be applied 
to Institutes which: continue "longer in session." ` Hence, if 
the State expects to receive Peabody. aid in connection with 
these Institutes, provision will have to be made looking to 
the carrying out of the General Agent: wishes in the 
premises. | IS : 

P = PEABODY FUND. 

For the information of school gët and the ET 

generally, I deem it proper to call attention to the follow- 


ing circulars, issued by the General AS of the- Peabody 
Education Fund: 


Circular of the General Sg GE the Peabody Ediżation. 
Fund: 


As applications for aid are Camisole one misapprehen- e? 


sion exists in ‘regard to the distribution of the income of the 
Fund, the following explanations are published : l ۱ 

I. The Peabody Education Fund is not distr ibuted 
among the States according to population و‎ hor in proportion 
.to thé comparative destitution of any community. The 
Trustees, in their ‘absolute discretion," withhold furids 
when they would-not promote the general purpose, and 
bestow: liberally when SE E be aor 25 of benefi- 
cial results. ^ , 

II. The : greater part of ihe: income will be hereafter- 


used in the education of. teachers for, publie schools.” Aia? 
will be given: to Normal Schools, ‘established, 4supporteds ۱ 


and controlled by a State; if they are of a high tden» Nor- 
mal Schools, -where the art of teaching ‘is the *proiiinent. 


T e 


QE : مه یب‎ 
branch of instruction, .will be preferred to normal depart, 
ments in academies and colleges. : 
‘III. The Trustees give to the States 2 R in tlie. z 
Normal College at Nashville. Teachers’ Institutes, con: 
‘ducted by trained experts, are also aided ; but the instruc- ` 


tion must be practical, adapted to public-school teachers, 
and continued for some weeks. i 


‘ 

۳ ۰ 
E 
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IV. Only public schools carried on under State auspices 
will be aided. 


V. The entire cost of maintaining schools-is in no : 
case met by the Trustees. A small part of the current 
expenses is contributed to encourage and stimulate the 
people to self-exertion in the cause of free, popular edu- 
cation. The amount of aid given to schools will be 
determined partly by the amount of money raised .by 
State tax, local tax, or the voluntary contribution of the 
people. : SÉ ۱ 

VI. As all public schools cannot be aided, a few will. 
be selected at radiating centres, to illustrate, by: their 
example, the. best methods of teaching, and to exert a 
healthful influence in favor of ‘free schools for: the 
whole people.’’ 


a 


VII. The schools selected shall. have at least 0 
pupils ; shall be properly graded, with a ‘teacher for every 
50 pupils; shall continue in session ten months in the 
year; and have an average attendance of not less than 85 
per cent. of the enrolled pupils. 


VHI. A Benton for aid must be made boe Or: 
near the beginning of the school year, and have the approval 
-of the local school officers, and the State Superintendent. 


IX. The Trustees assume no control whatever over the ` 
schools receiving Peabody aid, leaving all questions of sélec- - 
tion of teachers, discipline, &c., to the State or local 
authorities establishing and chiefly. maintaining the schools. — 

. ‘Seeking the improvement of State systems of public. 


de - 


Ade wit 


nd the distribution of the medals. ‘Allow me to 
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education, ihe Trustees will act in 1 co-operation with the 
State educational authorities.” i ۱ he Wl. © 


XI. Disclaiming : all purpose'of ‘interference with State 


legislation, ' or ` the ‘administration of school Jaws,“ or the ` 
action of State’ Boards and Superintendents, aid 1 Municipal l 


school authorities, the Trustees must have the liberty of 
performing the duties of the Trust according to the known 


will and express language of the donor of the Education 


Fund. ." - Ji L. M. Curry, ۱ 
Dä l i General Agent. 
Richmond, Va., July, 1881. (er s 


T 


- . ^ O> PEABODY MEDALS. | "n 

, The Trustees of the Peabody ‘Education Fund, eebe 
tó the withdrawal of . all direct, aid to public schools, wish 
me to keep. up a pleasaut connection with them, by a liberal 
distribution of the Peabody Medals as. prizes for special 


exeellence, to be given to High Schools, or other schools of ` 


a high grade. These medals. are not to be given as a 
matter, of course, but only when there is - evidence of 
distinguished excellence. ۱ ۱ ۱ 

Relying upon your ready co-operation, unvaryingly given 
heretofore, I will place at your. disposal, for the public 
schools of Arkansas, twenty bronze medals. I respectfully 
request that arrangements be mafe’ with principals of 
Schools, or ‘other school officers, for the examination of the 
nd 
sugges that the Committees of Examination and Award be. 
chosen with care, and that the necessary steps be taken to 
malte the medal an object of honorable ambition, so as to 
stimulate diligent EE superior scholarship, and 


+ "a 


probable usefulness. 
TES FF o M. CURRY, 

oe oe P 4 "General. Agent. 
Richmond, Va.,1882. ~ MEME 


+ 


- T 

From October 1st, 1881, to October 1st; 1882, the 

Peabody appropriations for Arkansas were as follows: 
Nashville Scholarships. .. ............. X s $1, 475 00 
' Pine Bluff School.......... Reet DUO 00 
Russellville Schoos... 0 00 
Lonoke Behecle e 208 09 
Teachers! Institutes. e eee. 1,700 00 ` 
Educational Journal..................... FH 200 00. 
$5,075 00 
By arrangement with the General Agent ‘of the Peabody X 
Fund, Arkansas is entitled to eight, Peabody Scholarships. i 
in the Normal College of the University of Nashville. : 
These scholarships are 0 by ‘appointment, upon. = E 
competitive examinations; and are designed to fit youn a 
men and women for the responsible positions of professionals es 
teachers. We have. reasonable ground ‘for expecting ei 
that the students on whom these honors are éonferred. M 
will reflect credit upon the State they represent. | Teachers v& 

-thus prepared for their work are aportant factors i jn our >; 
School system. 
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NATIONAL AID. E TS d 


This is one of the great questions of the day, to the im- | 
portance of which no intelligent man can be indifferent. ` , 2 
The wave of illiteracy is at high tide, and threatens to. * 
overwhelm the country as with: an avenging flood, which 
only the strong hand of the General Government, supple- 
menting the efforts of the States, can successfully check. 
The fearful increase in illiteracy, and its attendant evil, 
 pauperism, is largely due to the influx into our country of ` 
immense numbers of the lower class of foreign imigrants. ۰ 4 
We offer to the crowded population of the old world an ' 
asylum in free America.. But our work in the cause of 
humanity is not, half done if we fail to make adequate 
provision for educating the offspring of this class of citi- zE 
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zens. Again, our native born dien our ‘sympathies and 


protection. 

„Every. State in the. Union 18 SE stirred on this 
important subject. A National Asociation,- the object of 
which is to-urge Congress to grant aid to, the common 
schools of the country, on the basis of illiteracy, was 
organized at Ocean Grove; N. J., September 9, 1882. 
Bishop Simpson was elected President ; Hon. J. O. Wilson, 
. Washington, D. C., Treasurer; and Mr. Chas. C. Painter, 


Great Barrington, Mass., Secretary. Ina letter addressed 


to this. office, the Secretary says: «Congress will be E 


urged, during the coming- session, to take action on this 

vital measure, and it is important. -that our Representatives 

shall feel that the people are demanding such legislation." 
Hon, J. L.- M. Curry, General Agent of the Peabody 


Fund, has prepared a. petition to Congress, i in which he uses _ 


the following’ ‘strong language : “ The: census of 1880 
exposes a fearful "amount of illiteracy. in tlie United 
States. As ‘might have been expected, for an obvious 
reason, that’ illiteracy exists largely, disproportionately, 
in the lately slave-holding i States. In ante bellum days, 
the negroes were. not educate Since the abolitión of 
slavery—a fact which no. sine man would’ undo—the South, 
although making patriotic efforts in that direction, has failed, 
as all familiar with her pecuniary condition could have 
foreseen, to provide universal education for her people, 
The history of our:country, prolific in instances of exalted 
patriotism and ready adaptation to. local and national exigen- 


cies, furnishes no exhibition of these virtues, superior to 
the attempt of the Southern: States to-meet the unfamiliar 
and difficult but cheerfully . assumed obligations of giving - 
rudimentary instruction to all classes, irrespective of ** race, 


color, or previous condition of servitude." The history of 
publie schools in those States is a chapter of peculiar inter- 
est in the general history of our institutions and civilization. 
The credit due to an impoverished people bravely struggling 
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to do their part in.the new and strange environments, is 
shared by religious bodies and individual citizens of the- 
North; who, comprehending the needs óf the. young;.have 
generously and munificently contributed mioney.to. supply 
them with the means of. education. . Hard experience - -has - 
demonstrated the inability of the Southern States, ‘unaided, 
to sustain the: heavy burden: of universal education: If 
illiteracy is to be removed,.or prevented in. the future, tlie 
States must receive liberal and prompt aid from the General 
Government. SS 

Iam sure the Legislature of the States and our Repre- 
sentatives. in Congress, . will not fail to „urge the. vital 
importance of granting this aid; and quickly. fe oe 


THE SCHOOL’ LAW. E 


The school lys need careful revision and codification. 
While some of , the provisions of the law- are ‘vague and 
uncertain, and, in some cases, inoperative, its general 
scope and tenor is good enough. There’ is no more serious 
hindrance to the permanent and successful growth of a 
public school system, than is found in repeatedly changing 
the school law. It is held, and wisely too, that. it is." 
better to have a passably good law, and that well under- 
stood by the people, than to be constantly subjecting it to 
radical changes ; thus leaving the people in doubt as ۵ what 
the law really is, and the school, officers undecided ۰ as to 
their duties and responsibilities. But, as remarked before, 
the present school law needs; not so much . amending, ‘as 


revision. ` i ۰ : F 
This office will hold itself in readiness to lay before the 

Educational Committees of the Legislature, such plans EEN 

have been matured for carrying the public school system : 


into more general and successful effect. a 


COUNTY SUPERVISION. 1 ۱ 
No enterprise, be it commercial, agricultural, manüfae-  , 


turing, or of any other character or kind whatsoever, can ` — 
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be 'éminently: snécensful without ` intelligent. supervision. - 


All great corporations recognize this principle, and carry it. 
into every department. of their-work. In no department . 


of the . public. service is ` direct . personal supervision . 


needed more than in that. of public instruction. The public 
schools in. the several counties of. the State are virtually 
without supervision, except such as is exercised by the State 
Superintendent, whose Superintending care ‘is - general, and - 
not special. The office of County Examiner is ministerial, 


_ rather than supérvisory. The duties are, principally, the 


examination. of teachers ; receiving the reports of directors, 


' and making. repcrts'to the State Superintendent: It caiinot. 
. be expected n men qualified for the position can afford to 
devote their tintezand: talents to the publie service without- 


‘some adéquate. compensation for their. labor. “We have 
reached a point in our educational „progress, where ‘this 
matter must be met and. fully considered. It is the expe- 
rience of older states, that thorough county supervision. is 


absolutely. essential to the welfare of any public school ۰ 


system. We throw out these general remarks, i ‘in the hope ` 
that the Legislature will think them worthy of consid- 


eration. SEN or NN 


THE POLL TAX. ۱ l 


This is.a matter that calls for Legislative action. "While, 
the law makes this. tax a. part of the Public School Revenue 
—and no. inconsiderable part—it does nof make sufficient 
provision for its thorough collection. The total number of 
votes’ cast at the State election, September 4, 1882, as 
shown by the official returns, was 148,488 ; and the amount 
derived from poll tax collected in.1882,-is only $91,997. It. 
will be readily seen that the, school fund isa heavy loser 


in the transaction. 
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M TEXT-BOOKS. E 
`I have but little to say.on this subject, as I do not think. 


it well to forestall any recommendation; i in the matter of . 
SPIR Si - 


۲ ۱ € 18 7 ۱ e 
changes in text-books, as may hereafter occur. to my so. 
successor as being proper and right. I may:be permitted - 
to say; however, that the books recommended by my prede- 
cessor, as being best adapted to the wants of the learner, : 
etc., seem to give general satisfaction, and .are extensively To 
used in publie and private schools. Uniformity iv text- 
books for our public schools is very desirable ; ‘but this 
cannot be attained by frequent changes in the matter of 
State recommendation.”  . FEN "ELE EM. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. e i d 


We believe the department has met all reasonable. 
expectations, and that its influence for good is felt all over ~ 
the State. | | 

The .office of State Superintendent is in no sense a . 
sinecure. The State Superintendent and his assistant have ^^. 
had their full share of work. . Each succeeding year | but 
serves to add new Gunes and graver responsibilities to, the 
position. . | ERU 

The affairs of the office have been conducted withas : 
much economy as was consistent with Ate dignity and ۲ 
importance. ۱ Sa 

I desire, in this connection, to offer my. heartfelt hastis ` 
to the State, county, and district officers, for their kind and 
valuable co-operation in the extremely trying BEER to 
which I was unexpectedly called.. 

` DUNBAR H. POPE, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
" E " p: a3 
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Washington.. 39 DN 7 46 96 6 13 ener ۰ 33 66 d - 48 20 71 EE هه و و و 39 7781 ۵ هه وه و و اه و و و زو هو هه‎ E mS - 7781 39 
hite.........| 46 8 64 141 3| 4 . 8... 49 30 00 34 62 34 66 داوم موم‎ 8488 4 042 99| ° 2395 95 
"Woodrnff dete ۳ 12 ۰ ۰ c 12 * 6 ۰ ۰ 4 pepe 2 ۰ ه ه‎ ۰ 65 00 Tere ree) 53 33 EEE EEE EE 31 25 LERE ه و‎ EEEE] 2209 13 2255 00 WEN ^ 
Yell. ore ees R P 56 8 64 21 2 20 § 15 ] 46 25 40 00 40 45 30 00 6506 71 5827 S 3 


H 


at 
ex 
Sé 


TABLE D. 


- 


` Statement of the Number of School-Houses Reported, Year ending June 30, 1881. 


T3 


۱ i ; E ۲ d 
RE Erected During the Year. s Erected Previously. ۱ S : 
^ à : d ۲ : 31 فر‎ 5 S ۱ 
۱ D aå 2 ۱ j 
E i . we: Ke » E Q S a 4 E M - ۲ 
COUNTIES. | : de SE dá E ED . Remarks. ^ " — 
" E ۳ H ot pm °` , ^. e 3 L H G - 2 ۳ ^ e. RB z d ۲ 
, ۰ 5 pat OO -— > C 
2 * &- p Rz i - Zei ^ ; 
fat SJ: I EM ; s | gfs - | 
۲ 3 e 3 ae " à 3 r 3 A 3 5 o r "m 
۰ uel eee o "IS "^E | eo "D B IS > ۱ 
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Craighlieád.....].... teÓee ام‎ 4WOo0da.lsei....G00d....| «305.007 — 30500....|Four Districts reported in 1881. ۰ 
- Orawford.....| B Wood.. ssa. 487 00| 4140 Wood, 1-Brick.|Good......|  .6262.00|  '6749 00|...|Five Districts reported in 1881, 
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Phillips. ens ,6/Wood,...1§  .80850 14 3۳۵0 و‎ ecese teess Ordinary: $ 976 i $ 1784.00! i|Six Districts reported in 1881. - os 
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Prairie........| 5/Wood...... 1431 20| 15/1 Brick, 14 Wood . Ordinary.. 4202 45) . 5633:65! 1 Five Districts reported in 1881. ` س‎ ` 
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* NoTE.—For total amount paid Teachers in each County, see Table L. 
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n3, 1882.‏ 1,616 اد موه 89 90 EH‏ .1,946 . |33 8,535 ~ |40 1 76|8 69 ^ .هه ....;26 210- —————"" Fulton.........|. 3,253 ER‏ 
coos "999 en 1,066 1‏ ا وی و وه "et 5,083 59 Seno‏ و و موه 25 111 + ۵ و و و و etes ten‏ وه و۰ 6 ۰ ۰ ۰ و ه و و ۰ 34 4,972 Garland...‏ 

Grant. coool 8,919 ۰ T 12 6085 ۰6 45 93 SAL دمم‎ 4,090 83| . 556 13 80.01]......:... 586 it ; ۳ 
Greene ........ 3,712 1T2| eee ۰921 70, 47 0 84 ES 4,126 28 -O2 49,...... . ...|$ 297 50 889 99| ° - . 
Hempstead... ' ‘17,874 16]. tete 144 95 TI 235 09}. T و و و و مه 46 802 ,2 82 378 20 914 ,18 ۰ ۵ دم و و۰‎ ۵ ۵ r 3,181 28 ` ` 

Hot Spring.... 4958 57|. vectes eto ` 157 80 و و‎ n 110 151۰ و و و وه و موه‎ 4,597 12 1,986 18 9298 70 INXTNLELGKA/ , 1,524 88 n 
Howard... une 4,704 3 36 و و۰‎ ph» و و‎ ۰ | ۵ 6 NEE peeves c] * 94. 50 207 00 5,005 86 ————— 1,473 62 vsstosocut 1,473 62) 

Independence 12,619 11$ 15 00 213 90 keigeebe 312 89 eeevesvove 13,160 DOE 9,025 62 eheosearseeoe 9,025 62 ^‏ 
salaries‏ $8,733,05 71 5,851 9 و و و ۵ و و و وه وه و و و او هو وم هه ...601 6,461 pons ened‏ 69 126 ۵ ۵ مه و و مه او نم و هه هو و ها و و ام و و و و و و۰ Izard.......... 6,334 81l.‏ 
Deed ۰ 5,874 sal $ of teachers amnad‏ مه و او و و و وه ان و وه مه d dd‏ موه 00۰ 8,946 n‏ وج و هبو و '|55 153 مک تک ی وه هه و و و Jackson poveamalponetnosoeovrre/P eee‏ 
a D 2,220 Of gen purposes.‏ مهو وه d DT [EZNETEZPEFEEEEE‏ 40 18,863 وه و و و و و و زر و و و و و اه و همم ماو و و و ون ما ان | ماو و و و ها هو و و هو و ده Jefferson......‏ 
s 61 des County‏ ه وم او و 4 | و و و ee‏ وه toe 12,489 72). eebeovseces‏ عم و و وم او و و و وه و مه هو وه 75 وه وم و وه 


Johnson. TENE weee a . ۵ و‎ EEEE EE] 
Lafayette..... 4,143 94 هب ها و وه‎ E ج چام‎ 359 75 erbe, abd 94. 00 69 50 4,666 49 TYTTETTYTERTIT 84. 961... a t 24 26 Exmainer's -Re- 
port; thisrep'rt 


Lawrence.....| . 5,167 01 jets evo see 69 55 موه‎ LIE 28 35 a 83 15 5,343 66 »*99529n095»95 241 7 esceconndeee 1 

Lee. depen annee 8,014 Kei NEE 759 16 29 50|.. 4... eL... 664 97 9,464 AO] وم موی‎ socosevecsceli eoevipeoe 8,050 14 shows a larger 
Lincoln.. bee War 4,378 10}. موه 00 250 ۵ ۰ و و وه‎ ed 1105 60 NENT 4,733 70 وه و وه وم | و هو و هو | و و هو و و وه‎ 6 ۵ ۵ 546 66 m't expen ed 
Little River. .. A, "os 36 woop و و‎ con e ۲ و و و و و و و ]ون 6 و | وه ه ۵ ۵ جع ه و هه 01 4,196 ۵ ۵ ( اب هه و وه ۰۵ 65 81 ۶ ۰ و » و » و‎ 100 19, than was raised 
Logan... oc. | 1,375 19 450 الم میتی م00‎ 194 Olli, 2,019 39^ 2,815 99 "2,159 08, 2,716 86| — 7,001 43| | and a large sum 
Lonoke PTT" 8,042 QT acevovecse ۳ 309 5 sett 100 51 cbaprovace 9,017 93 1,900 92 2,619 ow! TTTTTEIYY 4,519 99 unexpen ed, 
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TABLE L--Continued. ` ` 


Statement of the Revenues Expended for the Support of Common Schools and the Balance on hand as 
shown by Reports of County Treasurers, Year ending June 80, 1882. 
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Amount Unexpended. j 


ES 


, Ete. 


H 


Repairing. 
School Fund. 


COUNTIES. 


| Purchasing Houses or 
| Sites. 
Commissions. 


Remarks. | 


"Teachers? Salaries. 
Apparatus 
other Sources. 
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Madison.......]$ 3,715 17 و و و موه‎ | ۵ 9999 tees re |) ۰ 1 38 e7 3,826 551$ 1,030 91$ 300 55 enn nee e LU 1.339 76 

M7 81 sees ec 2i 9 2,113 07‏ 26 1,935 77 1,173 ۵ ۵ ۵ و و و ۵ و و و | و و مهو ها هه وه 53 164 $|..........|24 1,009 Marion eege eee‏ 

Miller. poeeverces 7,023 و‎ 1,500 00|........ enen و وا ون‎ rrr ener 8,522 WU ee ee ee 6,580 25Î, 

94 1,241 5 و ۵ هه موه ۵ مه وه و و و و وم واه هم موه 95 2,028 FF‏ مهو وا و و وم و و و مان رم رو هه و | نوم هه و و و هه Mississippi. oe 2,028 25 A ane tee‏ 
ex 1,626 99‏ ۱ 75 4,235 ۰ 99994*99906** | و و وم و وم ما و ان اه نو ۵ هو هن onroe.....‏ 

01 1,700 و و و و و وه 58 690 43 1,009 .)22 3,598 + sepono‏ 26 60 ی ۵ اه و و و و هه Montgomery . 3,531 cence‏ 

Nevada. ooopes 7,285 49 وه و و وه‎ 170 70 EREEREER 199 87$ 167 10 7,823 16 ee ee 2,171 15 

t 318 3ı ۰ ۵ ۵ ee 2.030 62 4‏ 11 1,712 34 3,269 و sob HF‏ اه eH‏ عم ناه و ها و ]و وا مه وه ]۵ 0 ۰0 ۵ 0 0 ۵ 0 ۵ 0 ۰ 8,269 Newton EEEE EY‏ 

4 6,792 ۰ ۰۰ ۵ موی و وه و و eres‏ ره و و و و و COCR‏ 66 254 و ه و و موم وه 93 180 و هه هر را وه هه و و هو هو و هروه 73 2,078 Ouachita......‏ 

POY... 2,479 41]... eere 61 81 12 50 50 87 "TT 2,594 13 3 799 dB uos res e ه و هن‎ ZERE] : 799 FEI P 

Phillips ....... 13,533 33|...... ec j*eecetescsscacsjeceeececleeocececeoesjeevecccncto 18,533 33 3,184 30 ettet at à و و وه‎ on 3,134 30 " 

۱ 68 130 ۵ هه و موه TT‏ ۵ هه و و موه 12 2,816 ee‏ ویو وه 32 56 Pike...... se ée i 2,759 80 ]۱ OH oeelggeségeéeeeeéelseeneeeia‏ 

Poinsett....... 794 61 هه ه‎ ۰۰ VOR e d wv eee obo ۱ 23 83 eveseseosd uis 818:34 fe وه هو و هه وه‎ 897 61 eo ه ۵ ۰ و و‎ + bee 897 61 October 21, 1882, 

A ,‏ 58 1,442 4€ ۵ و ها E] 1,428 18 1,402 37 ۰ 0 21 eo‏ وه و وه و ه وه eg 1,371 36$ BT Ais scccccccece awa ee a veosetese‏ ماج(۵0 

7 Pope......- see i hi 9,546 74 وه وه و واه‎ 1,360 20 17, 25 R 200 33 209 67 r 11,384. 19 1,616 26|......- ee. و و وت هه‎ oboe H 1,616 26 "E 
Prairie,.......| 8,095 901.......-..|] . 2,40 07| < . ; KO ۱ 
Pulaski. ماو‎ ۵ 29,304 97 ett os و‎ a 13,618 67 we heme 1,069 .92 ecosveseuaona ^ 48,983 56 و وم و و و وه‎ 
821 5,557 25 00 E NC Y 113 s4 E Së qi e" 4,206 60 

i `‏ مه اه موم وم و مج وه موه و موه " Olne, eene a 7 5 0 S‏ 
72 2,732 هو و و موه 72 2,732 اه هم و و و t Si ete | ۳ 4,989 94 ep‏ و و و eve 39 5 weer‏ و وه 55 4.852 = DEE‏ 
DI cae, 87 92] sesa... 3,445 22| ۰ .2,797 73 894 98$ .45 45 38,938 16‏ 56 م۰۰۰۰ |68 8,300 SeareGy..... e‏ 


51 ۵ و + و و و و و وه 18 5,188 a Randolph.....‏ 
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TABLE L--Concluded. 


PUOI of the Revenues Expended for the Support of Common Shoots and the Balance on hand as 


shown by Reports of: County Treasurers, Year ending June 30, 1882, . 
S Aa 2 5 si e d S TN " Ha 
z = g - Amount Unexpended. 
Ge (m = Kb E ۰ 7 
1 " D N kel a E - ۰ 0 
m i Ka 5 24 B E h < q ۱ o 
۱ e He | 33 $l Sir? 3 E ae 
° COUNTIES. | wë "Ir 2 E 0d E 1 a E g5 ] Remarks 
ا‎ h, Be E BB |. 8 5 ۱ E Ss ۱ 
D & 
, E E 2 ER 2 8 ۱ Bà S ZS i 
9 S E E 3 9. $ S E EK 3 i "s 18 
Gen “j B, 2 E p a 2 2 dë 2 3 ۱ 
"uu E cw Aa a 3 9 26 SB o a E E e 

Sebastian ,...$ 13,00 ..........$ 900 و۵‎ ë 284 al ce 14,484 02| y. JE 0 50 $ 1,862 02$ 2,97252) M 
Sevier, Ce 2,088 23 TITTTETITT m: 96 eios 08 > 693 299 00 4,161 78 2,17 36 ^ 1.152 5 4 ۰ و‎ ۵ eege 299 95 ta 
SE 4,362 87 esos Lao 4 Ot وه و و 23 2 و و موه‎ Arse 4,539 11 ees 69 90 0 auscecdcoess 975 69 
St. Francis.. 6,139 15 eveetó, Le "1,202 50 92 15 ۰ وه و و‎ oon 1,818 25. 8,632 5 "69465605 0249299|50649999060*96 و ه 6 ۵ ه ه ۶ و‎ ۵ 10 09 From County ex- 
Stone. ege TEDS 2,216 50 se csse’ * de sott d مه‎ ag "0 2 49 92 40 2,992 02 792 55 931 65 ۰ ۰ و و و م ه و‎ ۵ 1,724 20. amine’ s Report ue 
Union;-....... 9,183 و‎ 800 00) ....... 190 86 409 ۱4 10,083 67 2,080 93 4,365 Wl, oceans + 6,447 (aout raised, 
Van Buren.... 3,289 ا‎ sovelecee Ss Ti 69 54 Dt. 38,431 70 400 00 63 22]... pees 453 22/$11,116.74,) 14 dis- ^ 
Washington. " 10, 198 511$ — 500 00 segs اه مه‎ vk iR A 292 30,.......... 10,990 81 3,278 99 945 75|..........| ^ 3,624 74 tricts reported, s 
White...;..... 9,96 "eda ed; vse 1,009 à رس و وه موه وموه 81 10,452 83 175 وج و و و و و و و و | هو وه‎ eov) vie و‎ clases Zëtteg FromCounty ex- " 
Woodruff rd و‎ 3,635 83 9648955069 1247 te s.. E “iai 68 ه ه و و و هه‎ + es 5,084 00 و و اوه‎ 5 z ۰ 6 ۶ + وم و‎ t een RN 3 amine)’ 8 Rep’: rt. * 
YXel...... هه‎ ۵ En 127 Up, ه 4 و ه و ه وه‎ T] E 18}. ۰ ۰ 4 e D Ee 57 و ۰ هخا وا 50 10,687 . 6 ۵ 4 ۵ و 4 ۵ و۰‎ vd Sees ۰ و 6 ۵ ود و و‎ esa! 5,603 5 1 $ rad 


ee “veal 388 ,616 616 0715 1, 1,027 495 4 40,89 894 4 155 15 $ 8, 8,230 99,$ 5,025 06 $ 503,856 51|$ 59,508 21|$ 44,773 961$ 5,409 ee 238,545 75 
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COUNTIES. NAMES. 


AYkansag. وین‎ eoe o cr cte 
Ashley «2v RR LI 


. IT. E. Baker... eene enee ee Fountain Hill.| 
Baxter e NEEN NS ENN 


W.D. Henderson.......... Mountain Home. 
Benton eneen nell, O. Floyd. .......... enee e Bentonville. 
Boone......... ماهر‎ B. Hudgins..............| Harrison. 
Bradley ...........«. له‎ P. Diekey.............| Warren. 
CalhOUN...:........%........|0. H. P. Richardson... .... Hampton. 
Carroll ناهن نمی‎ A. Clarke.......... e| Berryville. H 
Chicot. nenne en, H. Springer .............|Lake Village. | 
Clark eneen ee (JOHN W. Wilson...........-;Arkadelphia. | 
Clay میم همه‎ ee (HM. b. Burgess ............ jJ Boydsville. 
Columbia ............. |R. Re Farrar . ..cceeeeceeee| Magnolia. : 
CONWAY ek Ae SN el e e week, We BLOWN. e egene ege 
Craighead ................-.|Homer 9 neen ee ee e 
3 ege dew ten 
Crittenden .. ......... osou 
Cross os ecb scence cues eee 
Dads... ee 2 os. 
Desde SSO 
Dorsey gie dre ERES. 
DFO SSE ` Ee Ee 
IuüulbHebis£se 4k .. cee 
:از‎ 45625 e Es 


W. i’. Malone..........« .. 
H. R. THOMAS...“ 
J. S. Ross, میم‎ 2... |A kansas City. 
W.R. Wyübb... eccesso 
\. J. MeQuiston...... ....|Monticello. 

Frank Knowlton...........|Conway. ` 
Paul Graham............. ..JOzark. ۱ 
Fulton....... cercet ی موی‎ [B. H. Castleberry..........|Salem. , 
Garland.......... موی‎ cecce |W. H. Barry...» Hot Springs. 
Grant, enee nee UE, V. WInSION..«............Sherldan. 
Greene... annern Thos. B. Kitchens .... ... (Gainesville. 
Hempstead.................|John C. Littlepage.........| Washington. 
Hot ره(‎ .««.....|W. D. Leiper..........es 
Howaid....... .... “cee. of We. G RAL, en nen eene 
Independence.......... ...|T. J. Stubbs .  ........- 
IZaàrd...2 5-9 cs. M. O. Gardner. . verona 


Jefferson.........2.essee coe [BL J. Wise... eee ی مه‎ ese es {Pine Bluff. S 
[010۳50124 See gees Harmony. > 
Lafayette.................. Alexander Byrne.......... i 
Lawience. ......... .....i..| James A. Delaney.*........|Powhatan. 
Lee...... نموه‎ |J: We HAYES.............. Marianna. 
Lincoln... 0.05 aaen an (OC. C. Bergh... LL ناگی‎ City. 
Little River......... ... ....|W. F. Joyner............, .|Richmond. 
Lofan, nennen رای‎ P. Venable...... ... «..|Booneville. 
Lonoke.......... eee sees رل رای‎ Doyne nenne |Lonoke. 
Madison .......... ences. IN. J. Carloek.............. (Huntsville. 
Marion, elen دنه‎ W. Wiekersham..:..... Yeliville. 
Miller. ........ مممممممیمی‎ ee AN, G. COOK... مج‎ .../Texarkana. 
Mississippi.............. ....|Ed. H Mathes.......-......|Osceola- 
Monroe nn |R. B. Cavitt ...........« ee | Holly Grove. , , 
Moftgomery........ .« 2.7... |Gibson Witt. . sesece ee UNE, Ida. ۱ 
Nevada ...... هه ۵ و وه‎ ` ess a cae T. W. Hayes- soseen: ere, (Prescott. 
Newton......« ..../e:0eeee-|Morace Arrington. .......|Jasper. 
Ouaehita............ .. «++ |B. E, Morgan....... ........|Camden. 
eer eeaeee |R. W, Flower... nn, [Peyryville. 


ES 


Phillips....... eese c lb. K. Obenehaim. .........|Marrell. 


D 


Polk, e enn ]را یی‎ MePnetridge..........|Dallas. 
2ÁPope........ و‎ seg © 99929999 H.L.Rayburnm........-. Atkins. 
Prairie....... و و‎ ap .. e H. M. Lynn........... een Des Are. A 


^ 


(ann — SW 


LIST OF COUNTY EXAMINERS--Concluded.. 
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COUNTIES. __ - NAMES. ” ` POST OFFICES. 


LD SS وی‎ 3 T eg 
Pulaski ۰9 روا ۵ و و‎ ees $09940609 00899 R. H. Parham, dr... i. ev Little Rock. 

Randolph seed ه وه و و و و هه‎ W. W. Kerr... cece enesorssecs Pocahontas. 

Saline. و و و هو و و وه و و همم وم موه‎ Samuel T. ۵0۵0 Benton. D 
Seott..... OPC ۵ ۵ 6 ه و 4 و و و در و ه‎ ee H. E. Cullom. ۰ 6 6 0 ۵ و ۵ ۵ ع و‎ Waldron. 

808103 «sees .cee eerte ۰ و‎ ۰ J. L. Busse, مه جوم نو‎ St. Joe. i 
Sebastian. ........» ... | P. J. M. MacGreevy........{Fort Smith. - : 
Sevier'....-. c ront 92592999 N. P. Perrin... 0 2? Norwoodville. 
Sharp ..--sececsoccocccecc Seege C. J. Wilson... ones Eveniag Shade. E 
St. Francis.....:...... IN, B. Crockett.............]Forrest City. — * 
Stone مه و وه‎ 999 9999*994«499992909 Wm. Eliott........... ۰ و و‎ Bickle's Cove. : 

Unio qoooo ones 0. P. Groeenwood.....s... . El Dorado. éi 
Van Dëren, unn unn WM. F, Moon, aen weu 1004 
Washington, ee ee e see ebe e N. ۱11100 80120 osa ee enee ee Fayetteville, Së 
WHITE ia de Neie Eau Nee d vao ns B. P. Baker, nenns ee, aw Searey. 


تسس SATE‏ سس 


۲۷۱۲۷۲۵۵ 0۳8 ۰...1... i JAMES Weiss..... همم و‎ j 
YOL oe RE ores s |J. R. G. W. N. Adams .....|Dardanelle. ۳ 
۰ * 
4 T E * : e 
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Arkansas Industrial University 


FAYETTEVILLE. 


۶ 


BOARD on TRUSTEES: 


o 2 


HIS EXCELLENCY, T. J. CHURCHILL; Governor, Little Rock, 
EX-OFFICIO PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD. 


TREASURER: 
WM. McILROY, Fayetteville, Ark, 


REGENT AND SECRETARY OF THE BOARD: 
J. L. CRAVENS, Fayetteville, Ark. : 


1 


How. LAFAYETTE GREGG...........:.. Fayetteville, Ark. 

Hon. A. W. DINSMORE..........,....Dentonville, Ark. 

Hon. James M. JOHNSON................. Wesley, Ark. 

J. W. Jones, M. D.................. Fayetteville, Ark, 

How. FRANKLIN DoswELL.............Jaeksonport, Ark. 

How. W. E. THOMPSON.......... eee Little Rock, Ark. ` 
. GEN. G. D. Ro¥STON.............:.. Washington, Ark. 


» 


- 


Gen. DH. Hir, L. L. Da 


3 oy Ze * | 0 
" President of the University. 


i 


This Institution was established in accordance with an 
Act of Congress, making.a grant of land for its benefit, and 
in accordance with an Act of the General Assembly of this 
State, carrying out the object.of said grant. . X 
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AIM op THE UNIVERSITY. 


The aim | of the diversity i is tò “comply strictly with the B 
Acts of Congress, and the General. Assembly of this State, 
in providing ‘for and establishing it ;- ánd in order to this. 
end, the University is **to teach such branches of learning, 
as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts, without - 
excluding other scientific and classical studies, and including ` 


military tactics.” 


LOCATION. 


The Arkansas Industrial University is located within the 
corporate limits of the town of Fayetteville, Washington 
county. The location is thought to be unsurpassed by any 
other locality in the State, in salubrity of climate,. beauty | 
of surrounding scenery, fertility of soil, variety and perfec- 
tion of agricultural and horticultural productions,.and in 
the morality and intelligence of its people. 

The -attendance on the University for the session of 
1877-8, was 256. The average annual attendance for the 
last four years, has been 426, a gain of 170-annually. Last 
session the enrollment was but 363, owing to three causes— 
drought, the small-pox panic, and the elevation of the.stan- 


dard. The last cause made a heavy inroad upon the higher E 


classes. . ۰ à i 

Within the same four years, the two upper stories’ of the 
main building have been completed, and at a very consider- 
able outlay. The old building has been fitted up as a Stew- 
ard's Hall,in which more than thirty students of slender 
means, are boarded at reduced rates. Since 1877, thé num- 
ber of Professorships has been increased from 11 to 16. 
The University has now a fully equipped ‘Faculty, and an | 
enlarged curriculum adapted to.the. wants of the State. E 

The influence of the University has begun to be felt. ۱ ۱ 
Some Half a dozen of-its graduates have attained unto Pro- 
fessorships ; three or’ four- will be in the next Legislature ; 


one has become a prosecuting attorney..Many of the pupils. 


i ۱ 
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have turned their attention to teaching: Some fifty are thus > 
engaged at this time; a few’ ofthese have positions of great 
responsibility, as heads of academies, or public schools. .. | 

All of the graduates havé taken good. positions in their 
several spheres of usefulness, and’ many of the uon-gradu- 
ates are highly respected. ۱ 


1 


THE BRANCH NORMAL COLLEGE. ^? 
`< PROF. J. C. CORBIN, PRINCIPAL. v 


The Branch Normal College, near Pine Bluff, Jeffer- 
‘son county, is the State Institution for the education of col- 
ored teachers, established by virtue of an Act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, approved.. Apr il 25, 1873, and has been in 
operation since September 27, 1875. Tt is controlled by. 
the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Industrial Univer- 
sity, of which it is a branch. 
LOCATION, ETC.. . 

The school: property consists of a beautiful tract: of 
twenty-acres of ground, about,’one half mile west of Pine 
Bluff, Jefferson county, Arkansas, and a few rods from the ` 
junction of the. Little Rock, Mississippi River and: Texas: 
and **Paramore?"'.railroads. The school .buildiug, com— 
pleted during the- present year, and occupied January 30, 
1882, is one of the handsomest educational edifices in the ` 
State, as well as one of the best ; -being warm and comfort- 
able, well lighted and. finely ventilated. It contains one 
large assembly room, .four recitation rooms, and eloak 
rooms for males and femalés. The building is of brick, 
with slate roof and trimmings of Alabama granite, and cost? 
vith improvements and furniture, about $12,000: The fur- 
niture is the **normal," and is of the best modern style. 

The course of study, is somewhat more full than is usual 
in normal schools. The Institution has à small library of 
its own, and students have also access to the library of the 
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Principal, which contains. many valuable works. ` There is 
also a collection of physical and mathematical apparatus; 


and of geological and mineralogical specimens, all of which 
are as yet small, but will be increased from time to time, A 


number of the best periodicals and newspapers are filed in ` 


the reading-room, among which are the Teacher, Philadel- 
phia ; Journal of Education, St. Louis ; Journal of Educa- 
tion, Little Rock; Tribune, New York; .Commercial, Pine 
Bluff; National Baptist, Philadelphia; Sunday School 


Times, Philadelphia ; S chool Visitor, Ohio ; A poch, Hel- 


ena, Ark. ; Mansion, Little Rock, " Ark., ete. 


Instruction in vocal and instrumental music, calisthenics, | 


and drawing, is given weekly. There are two literary. 


societies among the students, the Normal Debating Associa- 
tion and the Junior Society; which have weekly exercises 
in declamation, composition, debate, etc. The length of 
the vacation allows the advanced students an opportunity to 
engage in teaching, and a large proportion of their number 
has done so during the last five yeats. In nearly all cases 
they have given good satisfaction, and -conducted their 


schools with a fair degree of success. The normal s students 


have also assisted in the work of the Institution itself, as db 


part of their training. 
The attendance for the past two ns has been as 
follows, viz: 


Year. ending June 9, 1881..... — ÁM— 123. 
Year ending June 8, 1882..... eg APER 145. 


The Institution turned out its first graduate last year, 
and the first graduate, Mr. James C. Smith, of Pine Bluff, 
was, at the subsequent meeting of.the Board of Trustées, 


elected as an assistant teacher in the Institution. A large ` 


number-of students from the Institution were engaged in. 


` the work of teaching during the vacation, and are said to 
have given good satisfaction to their patrons. The new 


building was occupied for the first time,’ on January 90, , 


wa 
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1882, and has proved to be, well -adapted for school pur- 
poses. At the last meeting of the Board of Trustees, an 
appropriation was made for the purchase of a bell, and a 
supply of physical apparatus, and for the improvement of 
the grounds, erection of residences, etc. . 
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MEDICAL ‘DEPARTMENT 


ARKANSAS INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY, 


LITTLE ROCK. 


۱ po HOOPER, M. D,  . 
Practice of Medicine, and President of the Faculty. 
EDWIN BENTLEY, M. D., 
Institutes, and Practice of Surgery. 
A. L. BREYSACHER, M. D., v 
ای و‎ and Diseases af Women and Children. 
f “JAMES A. DIBRELL, Jn., M. D., 
General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 
JOHN J. MCALMONT, M. D., 
Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Hygiene and Botany. 
۱ JAMES H. SOUTHALL, M. D., 
Institutes of Medicine. 
. ROSCOE G. JENNINGS, M. D., 
Clinical Surgery and Dermatology. 
JOHN B. BOND, M. D., 
Medical Chemistry and Toxicology. 


` L. P. GIBSON, M. D., 
` Demonsti ator of Anatomy. 


* 


PROFESSORS OF SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS; 


. m. E. MURRELL, M. D. 
Ophthalmology and Otology, : E 
JAMES H. LENOW, M. D. 
- Diseases of Genito-Urinary Organs. 


JOHN M. PIRTLE, M. D., 
- Diseases of Children. i 
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CLAIBORNE WATKINS, M. D. 

Physical Diagnosis and Clinical Medicine. e 

E LOUIS R. STARE, M. D., et Gë 
DE Gynecology. ۱ وا هه مب‎ 

; JOHN WATERS, M. D.,  - ۱ A 

Clinical Medicine and Prosector of Anatomy. i 


LOUIS AUGSPATH, D. D. 8., 5 


; . Oral Surgery. - "it 


W. U. SIMONS, U. S. SIGNAL SERVICE, ! 
Meteorology, Etc. ` 


f 


COURSE OF STUDY. 


FIRST YEAR. 


a 


Anatomy; Practical Anatomy; Physiology; Chemistry. , 
> SECOND YEAR. ` ` | "e KN Aë 


Anatomy, Surgical and Practical; Practical Physiology; Chemistry; Materia ` 
' Medica and Therapeutics; Clinical Medicine and Surgery. .. 


t 


THIRD YEAR. ` 3 is 


D 


Surgery; Practice of Medicine; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Materia Medica: and: 
Therapeutics; Ophthalmology ; Clinical Medicine and Surgery. 


TEXT-BOOKS. | i ۱ , 


^ 


The Faculty recommend the following text-books in the several departments: 
SURGERY Gross, Hamilton, Ashurst, Holmes, Erichsen, Agnew, ان‎ Billroth 
and Esmarch. 2 
THEORY AND PRACTICE—Flint, Niemeyer, Bristowe and Aitkin. ' 
‘MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS—National Dispensatory, H. C. Wood and 
Biddle. . 
ANATOMY—Gray, Wilson, Leidy, Maclise’s Sürsicál Anatomy. 
CHEMISTRY—A(field's, Fowne's, Roscoe Tyson on Urine, Reese's Manuai of. 
Toxicology. ۱ ۱ i 
PHYSIOLOGY —Daltov, Carpenter, Flint, Kirke's Manual, aud Foster. — 
OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF CHILDREN—Leishman, Playfnir, Byford, Cazeaux, 
Schroeder, Meiggs and Pepper, and Day, on Children. , ۱ ۱ 
DISEASES OF WOMEN—Thomas, Barnes, Peaslee. — ' : NEL 
DISEABES OF EYE—Wells, MacNamara. - 5 nn Ee 
DISEASBS OF EAR—Roosas °’ > M ۱ 
GENITOURINARY ORGANS- Bumstead, Van Buren.  ' : mc 
DERMATOLOGY—Fox, Duhríng, Wilson. , 
BOTANY—Gray's. ۱ E ; 
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REPORT OF THE. 


Trustees of the Medical Department. 


Les Rock, March 30, 1882. | 
Gen. D. H. Hitt, i ` 
President Arkansas Industrial University, Fayetteville Arkansas: 

Sig—The ‘Trustees. of’ the Medical Department of the 

Arkansas Industrial University, herewith transmit thèir 
Annual Report: e? 

The Third Annual Session besin the first week in Octo- 
ber, 1881, and continued erent weeks. There were thirty- 
six matriculates. 

The regular Annual Commencement was held on Wednes- 
day, March Ist., 1882; at which time the Degree of Doctor 
of Medicine was conferred by the Governor. T. J. Churchill, . . 
ex-officio President of the Board, upon five candidates for 
graduation. “These young gentlemen were subjected to 
rigid examination, both oral and. written, in presence of the ۱ 
Board of Visitors, appointed by the State Medical Society 
of Arkansas, at its last annual meéting, a copy ot whose 
report will be forwarded to you in due course of time, and 
which we desire to constitute a part of this report. 

The Honorary Degrée was conferred upon Wm. B. Welch, 
M. D., of Boonsboro, Washington county, Ark. 

Previous to the beginning of the lecture course, Prof. C. 
Watkins, who bad: so ably filled the chair of Chemistry, 
since the organization of this Department, found his busi- 
ness engagements .so pressing, that he was, much against 
the wishes and desires of thé members. of the ‘Faculty, 
forced to tender his resignation. Thereupon, the Faculty 
elected J, B. Bond, M. D., to fill the chair of Professor of 


Chemistry, made vacant by the resignation of Prof: c. 
Watkins. | ۰ a 


ay 


(7) B 4 


Prof. J. B. Bond, who had ido this branch a dpecialty 


for a number of years, accepted the position, and at once 
entered upon his duties, with energy and enthusiasm ; and 


has given eminent satisfaction to the students and all. con- | 


cerned. 

We have also to report that Prof. George C. Hartt, ‘who 
lectured upon Medical Botany and Hygiene, tendered his 
resignation, which was reluctlantly accepted ; as Prof. Hartt 
had filled this.chair with great credit and ability. During 
the past course, these branches have been taught. by the 
- Professor of . Materia Medica and Therapeutics. .: - 


The vacancy will be filled previous to the beginning of 


the next course. E 
.It affords us great pleasure to further state that valuable 


additions have been made to the Chemieal and Anotomical 


Departments, which facilitates teaching these branches by 
practical illustrations. | 

We cheerfully assure you that our progress the past year 
has been all we could conscientiously expect, considering 
the depressed financial condition of the country. 

Our prospective future is promising, and we can assure 
those seeking a Medical education, that they can do equally 


as well at the Medical Department in Little Rock, as at any . 


other institution in the country. 


Respectfully yours, 1 
P. O. Hoover, M, D., 7 
WILLIAM THOMPSON, M. D., ۰ 
R DoVat, M. D., - 
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Arkansas School for the Blind. 


- PROF OTIS PATTEN, SUPERINTENDENT, LITTLE ROCK. 


This Institute, located at Little Rock, is ° the ‘only 
medium through which the blind children of Arkansas can 
derive any benefit from the provision made by the State for 
public instruction. Here the’ ‘blind, of both sexes, are 
carefully , instructed in all thé branches of a good English 
education, and trained in music and handicraft, with the 
hope of making many of them self sustaining when they 
shall have finished a course in school. 

The seeing children of the State have schools provided 
for them near their homes. As this cannot be done for the 

blind, to compensate them, in a measure, for the i incon- 
' venience of leaving: home, board, as well as tuition, is 
furnished at publie expense. 

Notwithstanding want of room, limited means, and other 
drawbacks, the. Institute is in a prosperous condition. 
More new pupils have been. admitted in the last two years 
than ever before in the same length of time; and à larger 
number. have gone out, to try their hand at self support. 
During the two ‘years ending: September. 30, 1882, 67 
pupils, viz: 37 males and 30 females, enjoyed the, pr ivileges ` 
of the Institute; and, up to this date (October 25), 52 
are enrolled for the present session, besides 14 who have 
applied for admission, but have not yet entered. 

The great want of the Institute is more room. It is. to. 


be hoped that the incoming Legislature will provide for this 
want. 


"A 


PROF. H. C. HAMMOND; PRINCIPAL, LITTLE ROCK. 


The Arkansas Deaf Mute Institnte was incorporated in , 
1868, and its location settled at Little Rock, on a tract of . 
29 41-100 acres, 1 1-4 miles west from State House. 

This Institute has, for its object, the Tree education of. 
children of Arkansas who are too deaf to be educated in 
common schools. No charge is made for board, books, op 
tuition. ` i | MENO 

The management is vested ina Board of Directors, five 
in number, appointed by the Governor, with the consent of 
the Senate. E bk 

The internal economy of the Institute is arranged so as . 
to conform to a well-regulated home, as far' as possible. 
The principal, with his family, i is required to live at the 
Institute, and to stand zn loco par entis to the children 
brought there for an education. AES B ی‎ N 

The attendance during the last four years has varied. 
somewhat, having been as low as 57, and high as 76. A 
proper appreciation of educational advantages on the part 
of the people of this State, would bri ing thé attendance up 
to 150 or 175; for there are on the books of the Institute, 
names of 250 mutes of proper age to be in school, all resi- 


. dents of the State. Every influential person in the State 


should take an interest in the welfare of the unfortunate 


_ class for whom this Institute exists, sufficient to endeavor: 


to induce all in his county to avail themselves of the advan- - 
tages offered. 

Since its incorporation, the Arkansas Deaf Mute Institute 
has had five regular, and one temporary principals. ` Of 


e 7^5 e CS SEN 
‘these, three ‘had -charge during the first two years. They 


were succeeded by E. P. Caruthers, who died, after six 
years of service. W.G. Jénkins succeeded him, and, after 


two years, was followed by. ۰ Hammond, the present ۰ 


incumbent, ` who is now entering upon his: fifth year of 
service. v 
Extensive and substantial improvements have been lately 


made, in the way of buildings, and introduction of trades. 


Two brick structures have been put up, so located as, | 
eventually, to be worked i in as part of a plan for a commo- , 


dious institution, whith, from its commanding site, (the 
finest yet built upon in she vicinity of our capital), will ever 
proclaim the benificenc» of the State, . 
Printing ; Shoe-making, and Agriculture a are taught ; also, 
House-keeping and Dr ss-making. 


Gas, to light the Insitute, i is manufactured from gasoline, $ 


on the premises. ` i 

A weekly paper, <“ The Deaf "Mute Optio,” i is published; 
and circulates in all parts ‘of the State. 

The Institute’ is open to pupils who have teg nine 
years of age. They are, under the present law, allowed to 
remain seven sessions. . This should be supplemented, in 


special and promising cases, by three years extra. One: 


session of school embraces nine, months, unbrokeu, begin- 
ning the first Wednesday in October. 
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CITIES AND TOWNS. ` 
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‘LITTLE ROCK CITY SCHOOLS. 
To the State Superintendent: 


Sir :— The statistics given below, will give E a correct 
representation of the condition of the schools of Little 
Rock, for the past two years. Their growth has been com- 
mendable as to increased attendance and efficiency. ۱ 


The average cost per pupil was : 


0 | 1881 


8.9 108 8 50 
00 12 0 


Permanent improvements as to buildings, etc., were not. 
taken into account in making this estimate. =. 

There are five schools for’ white: pupils, giving employ- 
ment to twenty-four teachers, and two schools, for colored 
pupils, giving employment to twelve teachers. ; 

Two high schools have been provided, one for the whites 
and one for the colored, the course: of study in each being 


H 


the same. . E Ea ۱ l 

One eight room, brick building, has been erected at a cost 
of about seventeen: thetisand dollars, four rooms s of which 
are occupied. T 

More room is necessary, but with the present limited 


revenue, the Scool, Board is »" to provide further 
accommodation. ` P | D 


y 


kx 
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-: TEACHERS, ETC. ۱ 


سس تست سس تتسد سس 
1882 | 1881 1880.1 ۱ ۱ 


Superintendent ۰ ی مج مج و و و و و وم و وی و و و‎ see M 
Superintendent's MA ETE des ی وا‎ ex —— Rn ی‎ 


1880 1880 . 
For teachers, CC... وم موی‎ SE Gene ee . 5 19,600 651 $ 19,836 48 
Miscellaneous account.. وه‎ elses ۵ ۶ eo 9 e seo مر‎ BOHM eee greece ۰۰ ۰ ۰ 4,092 00 4,496 35 
Buildings and real estate.......... E cece esse eet 6,008 00 8,414 50 
T x ` PUPILS. 

l a 

۱ 

۱ 1880 1881 
^f White| Col. |White| Col. 
Number pupils enrolled.......... SR Vua OUAIS ME 1768 -870) 2079 987 
Gain on CNVOHMENE.....cccccccccsocccsncccvccscscvsces 85 50 GO 11 
Per cent. of enumeration on enr ollment........... 55 13 59 50 
Average daily attendance. وم موه وم موی و00۵‎ 1050 506 1153 589 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. sp, 


Superintendent City pO 


€ e 


FORT SMITH PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


To the State Superintendent : 


Sir :—During the school year of 1881-2, there were 
enrolled in the public schools of Fort Smith, 750 pupils. 
The schools are divided into nine departments, with eight 
teachers. ۱ 1 

The course of study has not been anter changed for . 
several years. The most marked progress has been in the 
advancement in the studies pursued, and the promotion in 
grades. The grade has been raised each year. — . 

Our teachers, for the most part, have had normal train-' 
ing, and I think it is largely due to this fact that the y 
has been so successful. d 

There have been but few sine in the corps of puieti 
during the two years. Miss Atkinson was married in 18815” 


Number teachers employed..... "——————— —— 27 ° 98 30 
Number principals CEMPlOye d.......... a. "rrr 5 5 6 
* Special teachers. و ۵ ه 4 4 ه ه » ۰ و وه و و و۵‎ eee pee oboe ۰ ۵ ۵ ۵ ۰ ۵ ۰ ۵ ۰ و هم‎ ۵ ۵ ۵ ۵ 1 = 


(9) 
Miss Kelly died i in October, 1881, and Mr. . Hawkins, i in 
March, same year. => `> ps 
Our reference library has been وتان‎ the purchase, 
on the part of the pupils in the high school, of the «Library ` 
of Universal Knowledge’”. (15 vols.); and by the purchase, 
by the School Board, of an -unabridged. dietionary, and 


Gazetteer, also by. the ۱ of a Gazetteer from a 
friend. : 


ES 
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BUREKA SPRINGS. 


The schools of the city of Eureka Springs, are organized 
under the special Act «for the better regulation of schools 
in cities and towns.” ° 


There are in the city, a number of primary schools, and 
one high school; all in a flourishin 
p | 
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MARIANNA COLLEGE AND: "var INSTITUTE. 


To the State Superintendent: ` 


Sir :— Our school, not having. accomplished satisfactory 
results before, during the past summer we elected Prof. G. 
C. Woodson principal for this scholastic year. He accepted 
the position.: We pay him. a fine. salary and allow him. to 
employ his own teachers. Prof. A. L. Peterman, a gradu- 
ate of Glasgow, -(Ky.) - ` Normal School and Business 
College, is the able associate principal, and Mrs. P.-E. | 
Northern, a thorough musician, is teacher of instrumental 
music. We are now adding to our. commodious building, 
and soon ۱ another teacher will be employed. Se 7 


i M 3 
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President School Board. 
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Marianna College and Normal Institute, for the present: 
five months, is a free school for all pupils of the school age 
residing in Marianna School District. We permit the 
‘Faculty to advertise and receive pupils from abroad. The 


principal and his associate, have advertised quite exten- . 


sively ; have traveled over several counties soliciting pat- 
ronage for the' school, and are sending out catalogues and 
doing all in their power to make the school just such an 
institution as its name indicates. 

Our school, under its present name and management, 
opened September 15, 1882, with about 70 pupils. The 
regular attendance, now, is 110; full enrollment, to date, 


120; many of whom are young ladies and gentlemen from 


other counties. Pupils in instrumental music, to date, 20. 
Thorough instruction and drill in vocal music free to all 
pupils. A literary society of thirty members has been 
organized which meets in the college building every Friday 
night, for the purpose of training in debating, -declama- 
tions, elocution, etc. ; 

Qur teachers have the full confidence and co-operation of 
the Board and patrons, and by their new and normal meth- 
ods of Wee and discipline, they are making the school a 
grand success. We mean to continue the school nine 
months in each year. Our teachers, are teachers by pro- 


fession; have come to stay, and thus build up a permanent ` 


institution of learning. We are all much pleased with our 
school and its bright prospects, and we are determined to 


make it the leading school of Eastern Arkansas. 
J. W. Hayes, M. D., 
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RUSSELLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


To the State Superintendent: 


Grp In October, 1879, Superintendent Denton, accompa- ۰ 


nied by. Prof. Ladd,of Virginia, on his way to a District In- 


| 


| 
D 
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stitute at Dardanelle; passed through the city of Russellville, 
and being i impr essed with the fresh, neat and thrifty appear- 
ance of the town, left an appointment to lecture on **Popu- 
lar Education" as he returned. On Friday evening, the 
appointed time, the devoted man, in the language of Prof. 
Ladd, delivered such an address as the people had never 
heard before and never shall, hear again. The good seed 
fell on good ground, and some good men were set to think- 
ing. In the following March, Mr. Denton, again in com- 
pany with Prof. Ladd, held an Institute at this town, at 
which time they, Denton and Ladd, pfeented the strong 
side of the argument for universal educafion. The leading . 
business men of the town were thoroughly awakened, and at 
once began devising plans for betjgt’ buildings, and 
better schools. ‘Soon after this the ool Board called a 
citizens’ meeting, when the Hon. Hg Clabe Howell was 
directed.to confer with me on plan of buildings. In reply, ` 
I sent, in the main, the plan upon which the present splendid. - 
public school building was erected, but without even a hope 
that such a work would be done soon, if ever. About this 
time a number of the leading men in the town requested me 
to come here and open a high school, which at first I thought. 
of doing, but upon a more thorough consideration of the 
best interest of the whole community, I declined this offer, 
and gave my whole influence to fhe cause of free education ; 
and while it cost me much time, labor and nioney, I felt 
that a permanent graded free school for the whole people 
would repay for all these. In August following the plan 
was accepted by the board, and a resolution also on the 
part of the people to begin work at once. Having g appoint- 
ed Hon. H. Clabe Howell, James H. Shinn, R. J. Wilson 
and J. B. Evants on building committee, they 2 
large empty treasury box at their command, and ordered 
tliém to proceed with the work immediately. Butthe burn- 
ing words of Denton and Ladd were still-ringing in the 


ears of the people, and the empty treasury. was soon filled 
11۳115 
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from the pookets of the willing citizens and a progressive 
“town council. So about the 1st of October, 1880, under 
ihe immediate supervision of James H. Shinn and myself, 
the work was commenced, and was completed by the follow. 
ing October, at a cost of. about five thousand dollars. The 
building is 110 feet front, 80 feet deep, two stories high, 
-with Mansard roof and observatory, divided into six large 
rooms, with the necessary halls and stair-ways, and will ac- 
' commodate four hundred students. Present valuation, 
eight thousand dollars. We opened the publie graded - 
school, in-the new building, the 26th day of September, 
1881, and with the tax levied the previous year, (a thing 
loudly voted down before,) and seven hundred dollars drawn 
from the Peabody Fund, we ran all departments free for ` 
seven months, giving such a high degree of satisfaction 
that the people raised by private subscription a sum suf- 
ficient to run it the remaining two months free for all, in- 
cluding Latin, Higher Mathematies, and the Sciences, with 
an enrollment of 351 students. Quite a number of these. 
were from a distance, and paid the customary tuition fees. 
"The school averaged 267 pupils for the whole term, and 
cost the district $2,700. 

The character of work in this school may be judged from 
the fact that between twenty and thirty of the students 
taught public schools in this and other counties during the 
summer, giving general satisfaction in every case: The 
school is in a prosperous condition this year, and with 
the necessary funds promises a much larger enrollment than 
last year. ۱ 

A Normal department has been. added this year under 
the tuition of Prof. J. Hazen Shinn, a graduate of the 
Northwestern Normal University of Ohio, and is starting 
out well. We mean to put this work to a higher degree of 
perfection, feeling assured that this is the work most needed 
in building up the public school system thr oughout the coun- 
try. ` It will bring order, system and unity out of the pres- 
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ent disorder and confusion, by qualifying aid placing our 

young men and women in district schools: among their own 

people, where a general, ‘as well as a peysonal pride, will. 

stimulate them to build up their own State, and to elevate 

their own people. Respectfully submitted ; 

x , G&G. A. JONES, 
Superintendent City Schools. 
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LONOKE POPE DIOH SCHOOL. 


To the State Superintendent :' E 

Sim —Up to 1879 but little interest was manifested by the : 
citizens of Lonoke in regard to public schools ; indeed the re- 
sults accruing from the system, under which the public 
schools were conducted up to that time, were so unsatisfac- 
tory that the mass of the people looked upon it with de- 
cided disfavor. About this time a revolution in public 
sentiment was brought about by the active efforts of a few 
adherents to the cause of education, and it was decided to 
supplement by private subscription the amounts received for 
educational purposes in the district from the State appor- 
tionment, and from the district taxes, | in order to establish 
a graded school. In furtherance and fulfillment of this, a 
subscription of about ten thousand dollars was made up, 
due in five annual installments of about two thousand dollars ; 
the payment of which was secured by deeds of trust exe- 
cuted by the subscribers upon real estate, and the **School 
District of Lonoke” was organizd as a Special School Dis- 
trict under the provisions of a recent act of the Legis- 
lature, and the school denominated the ‘‘Lonoke Public 
High School," the affairs of the school being conducted by 
& board of six directors, one-third thereof being elected 
annually. 

1 و ما‎ graded school, coüsisting of Prim: Grammar, 


and High School d three grades ` h depart- 


ment. 


( 84 ) 


The average annual enrollment, since the organization 
under the new system, has been more than 300, with an in- 
crease each year. During each session there has also been 
in attendance a number of non-residents, including some 
fr om neighboring states. The school is steadily growing in 
public favor, and receives the hearty support of the resi- 
‘dent citizens. Our current session opened with a larger en- 
rollment than any former session. The financial status of 
the district is good. 

The annual State apportionment amounting to 


DW OU aes دس‎ TOTNM $ 215 00 
From Poll S ABOU e ene 180 0 
From District Taxes about.................... sues 1,000 00° 
From Peabody Fund Bo Acted aces mm 500 00 ` 
From the subscription about........................ ees 2,000 00 


(There being now due on the latter $5,300 00.) 


Total annual income................... eese $3,895 00 
The school is being conducted under one superintendent. 

and four assistant teachers. 

JOHN J. DOYNE, Acting Principal. 
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PRESCOTT PUBLIC GRADED SCHOOLS. 


To the State Superintendent: 

Sir—This institution, now one of the very best schools in 
the State, is situated in the town of Prescott, county site of 
Nevada county, on the Iron Mountain and Southern Rail- . 
road, surrounded by one of the finest sections of country in 
the State. ۱ ۱ 

For several years previous to the establishing of this insti- 
tution, the schools in Prescott were run, as in most towns 
of its size, in the interest of some church} or “party, and. 
with no direct object of general interest to the people. 
- About two years ago the people awoke to their own inter- 
` est, and the enterprising citizens cast about to devise ways 


~ 
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and means to build a good school-house. They had ‘some 
money in the treasury belonging tû the spécial fund, though 
not half, nor one-fourth enough to build a good house. 
The matter was discussed among the citizens ; public meet- 


ings were held ; J. L. Denton, late Superintendent of Public ` 


Instruction, was invited to attend, which he did, and 
encouraged the people with his eloquent speeches to strike 
at once for a good building and never stop short of that 
end. The subject was kept before the people until the final 
decision was made May 25,1881, to havea fine building. 

The School Board, then consisting of E. A. Warren, 
President, J. V. Bollins, Secretary, and directors R. L. 
Powers, F. Pledgor, P. C. Hamilton and W. J i Blake, made 
acontract to have the house built. The grounds, a valuable 
' block adjoining the business part of the town, were pro- 
cured, and, in January, 1882, the house was finished at a 
cost of $6000,and it is well worth $7000. Itis an imposing 
structure, two stories high with mansard roof and cupola, 
and is elevated six feet above tbe ground, allowing space 
beneath for furnaces, fuel, etc. There are seven rooms, 
each twenty-six by thirty feet, and one room thirty by fifty 
feet. Every room has a hat and cloak room, is well ventil- 
lated, lighted and heated, and the whole building is furnished 
with the latest improved desks and furniture, making the 
total value of house, furniture, grounds, etc., about $10,000. 

The following from the Prescott Dispatch gives soe of 
the means by which this heavy expense was met: 

“To raise funds for this work (building the house) the 
board of directors issued scholarships to those of our people 
for every twenty dollars they advanced, and these scholar- 
ships are now purchased and used by non-residents of the 
districts in the payment of tuition. 

“In response.to these calls for scholarships, our people 
were generally liberal and manifested a public spirit .truly 
commendable—creditable to themselves and to the commu- 
nity. i Se 2 ۱ 
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**On the sixth day of February last the present board of 
directors, consisting of E. A. Warren, president, J. M. Pitt- 
man, secretary,.and directors R. L. Powers, W. J. Blake, 
P. C. Hamilton and Elmore Melson, opened the doors of 
the elegant building to the public, and, after procuring the 
Jatest style and most approved School furniture, a publie 

- school was commenced with Prof. G. A. Hays as principal, 

_assisted by Misses Derricks, Thomasson, Tuttle and Culley, - 
the music department being under the control of Mrs, 
Annie E. Thompson, white the painting and drawing was. 
conducted by Mrs. N.T. Richmond. l 

‘Our citizens had never realized the benefits of a well 
regulated, graded public school, and considerable dissatis- 
faction existed at first, but soon the perfection of the sys- 
tem became apparent, and to-day our people are loud in their ۱ 
praise and endorsement of it. 

**The public school paid for from the school fund, lasted 
for three months and closed on the 28th dav of April, but. 
the feeling of our people indicated their desire to continue 
it longer, and the writer of this article set to work, and, in 
one afternoon, succeded in raising funds enough to continue 
it as a public school two months longer at a cost of $300 per 
month. 

**Does this not speak well for the enterprise of the people 
of Prescott? Does it not show what system can do? for 
when the excellent faculty entered upon their work there 
was much opposition, and, last week, we found in making the 
rounds, our people a unit in their admiration of the system 
` and manner adopted by Prof. Hays and his accomplished 
corps of assistants. 

‘During the progress of the school we have visited it fre- 
quently, and it affords us pleasure to state that every 
arrangement is perfect—the order is that of a regular well- ۱ 
disciplined army, while the children are happy at school, and 
devoted to their teachers. 

«We are proud of this school, proud of the successful 
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faculty that has made it what-it is, and congratulate the peo- 
ple in securing them. The coming of Prof. Hays to. Pres- 
cott was the best thing that ever happened to the town, for 
he isa man who fully understands d work, and under- 
standing it has made it a grand success.’ 

The school is well equipped with apparatus, the property 
of the principal, G. A. Hays, consisting of maps, 
globes, charts, chemical, philosophical, botanical, astronomi- 
cal and mathematical apparatus, and a cabinet of geologicad 
specimens embracing the greatest variety in the State, if not. 
in any adjoining State. There is also an entoráclogoiqil | 
cabinet of considerable size. 

The faculty at present eonsists of six teachers, including 
the principal, hesides the music teacher, and three hund 
pupils. The course of instruction is very comprehensive 
and thorough, embracing a full course of drawing, vocal 
music and calisthenics. The principal requires monthly 
written examinations, and these papers, together with! a 
large collection of seeds, ‘roots, woods, etc., etc., are 
arranged in exhibits for their exhibition when all the school 
work is ingeniously displayed for the benefit of visitors and 
the children themselves. . . 

The scenéis live, working and happy, and is deservedly 
the pride of the town and surrounding country, and is 
attracting the attention of people at a distance. 


G. A. Hays, 
N ۱ Principal. 


HOPE PUB LIC SCHOOLS. 


To the State Superintenitent: 

SIR—In complidnce with a circular ‘sien from your 
office October 23, 1882, please find the following report in 
answer: 

The mayor of the RE town of Hope, by virtue 
of his authority, in answer to a petition from the citizens, 
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ordered an election to be held on the 23d of May, A.D.1879, l 
to take the sense of the voters on the question of the special- 
school law within the corporate limits of the town. The 
result of that election was a unanimous vote**for school law,’’- . 
and 5. H. Bayless, J. R. Giles, N. F. Little, A. Anderson, . 
G. W. Taylor and J. E. Borden were elected as directors, ' 
Immediate steps were taken looking to the establishment of 
permanent public schools for both white and colored chil- 
dren. The school board organized and made a levy of five’ 
mills on all the taxable property in the district for school Od 
purposes. In October, 1880, the district received from this 
tax $1250.33. In addition to this, during October, 1879, 
and following up to October, 1880 the district received from 
the State apportionment, tax on redeemed lands and other 
sources, $937.07. During the latter part of 1880,and up to 
October, 1881, the district received from a five mill tax 
levied by the school board, from the State apportionments, 
from redeemed lands and transferred taxes, the sum of 
$1425.18. During the latter part of the year 1881, and up ` 
to October, 1882, the district received from same sources 
the sum of $1881.73. In addition to the above amounts, 
the district has received from tuition paid by parties outside 
the district, and from rents, etc., the sum of $193. 

The board has expended, since the organization of the. + د‎ 
district, in the purchase of as site for school-house the sum 
of $450, for which sum, together with a donation from the 
St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad Company, 
they secured a whole block of lots with a very good house, 
the location being the very best in the town for the purpose. 
In addition to this expenditure they have paid out to teach- 
ers the sum of $4500, and about $200 for repairs, wood, 
stoves and other necessary expenses. “The board has on 2 
hand at the present time about $600, with a levied tax for 
the year of five mills, which will produce about $1500. The: 
bulk of this amount on hand, as well as the tax to be col- 
lected, is building funds, with which the board intend, this 
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coming winter and spring, to erect a handsome frame school 7 


building on the school site. "To supplement this amount, 


the citizens propose to lend the board enough to increase the - 


amount on hand to $5000. Of the loan $2300 have already 
been subscribed and the rest will be.secured in a short Ke 
and’ the work will then commence. 


On the first of January, A. D 1880, the board or ganized 


two public schools, one for the white and one for the colored 
children, the enumeration made previously by the board 
showing a school population in the district of two hundred 
and seventy children ; of this number two hundred attended 


the white and seventy the colored schools. The term was 


for six months, and proved a splendid success; These 
were re-opened on the first Monday of the following Sep- 
tember and continued for ten months, closingin June, 1881. 
In consequence of the determination of-the board to build, 
during the next ten months, from September, 1881, to June, 
1882, there was only a term of four months’ public school 
taught, with a determination by the board to limit the school 
term to that length of timeuntil the new buildings were com- 
pleted. i 

From. the start, the interest of oùr people on the subject 
has not abated, and no schisms or dissensions exist among 
our citizens. The promise for the future is bright, and with 


mew and comfortable school-houses, furnished with all the 
modern improvements in the way of school furniture and 


apparatus, the success of the public school interest in the 
Hope school district is well assured. l 
T. C. BLACK, President. 
Gro. W. TAYLOR; Secretary. 


HOT SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


To the State Superintendent: 
Srr—Hot Spring is now working under the special school 


law for cities and towns. It has a good board of school 
12 PIR ` 
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directors, and has had six sessions of publie sehool—four ses- ` 
sions of ten months each and two of nine months each. 


Heretofore no taxes have been collected on realty, and 
therefore we have been unable to put our publie schools in 
Hot Springs on a good basis. But from henceforth we will 
collect a sufficient tax to make our schools equal to those of 
Little Rock or Memphis. We have six nice school-house 


sites, and two houses have been rented during the school 
year. 


We deisgn establishing a publie high school, so that our, 
children ean obtain a good education at home. The future 
prospects of our public schools are quite promising. ` 


' W. H. Barry, 
County Examiner. 


AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOL! 


To the State Superintendent: 


SiR—The school at Austin is conducted under the auspi- 
ces of a joint stock company which is incorporated for a lim- 
ited period—four years, I believe. ` 

Having had charge only since the opening this fall, I am 
unable to give you any information in regard to the progress 
made during the last two years. i 

The school is now organized and in successful operation, 
with two male teachers and an average attendance of ‘about 
, sixty pupils, male and female, and is increasing. Se 
Prospects now seem fair for a successful year’s work. 

I am informed that the publie school money is used by the 


company every year, and that the school is free while this 
money lasts. 


C. S. CABLE. 


Principal.. 
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DES ARC PUBLIC SCHOOL. 


To the State Superintendent: 


Sır—School district No. 5, Prairie county, Arkansas, 
embraces the town of Des Arc and a small area of territory 
south and west of the town. 

A six months term of school was taught during the year 
ending June 30, 1881. There were three teachers employed: 
in the white school, and an enrollment of one “hundred and 
fifty pupils. In the colored school, one teacher and an 
enrollment of twenty-six pupils. .A four months term, pri- 
vate school. was taught during the same, year. ` ` 


During the year ending June 30, 1882, the district had: 
nine months of public school, with a corps of three teachers ` 
in the white school, and an enrollment of one hundred and 
seventy pupils; and in the colored school, one teacher and 
forty-four pupils. ۱ 


The district has a live, energetic board of directors, and: 
the outlook is encouraging. 


, H. M. LYNN, 


` Principal. 


LAKE VILLAGE. 


To the -State Superintendent: 

SIR—Our public schools in Lake Village have made some: 
progress during the two years ending June 30, 1882. The- 
teachers who have been employed, both male and female,. 
have been of higher grade than those who taught in our- 
town up to that time—June 30, 1880. The teaching has- 
been more thorough, the teachers paying more- attention to- 
the pupils, and have labored hard to instill into their young 
minds the proper way to think and learn. Both the white- 
and colored scholars show marked progress in almost. 
everything pertaining ‘to their education. The attendance- 
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in the white school increased at least fifty per cent. during 
the year ending June 30, 1882, over that of 1881 ending at 
a like period. The schools are becoming more popular with 
both parents and pupils; the latter manifesting an. 
increased interest in their studies and a fondness for their. 
schools and teachers’ all the time. The schools have been 
kept open but six months in the year during the time, and 
‘teachers have been better paid—their salaries being almost 
-on a specie basis. 

A comfortable school-house was completed in 1881,for the 
-colored school. Blackhoardsand comfortable and easy seats 
and desks have been placed in the school building. There 
is no house for the white school, and the board of directors 
have been compelled to rent a housetherefor. The Episco- 
pal church, a very commodious building, situated in the sub- 
urbs of our town, has been rented for several years for such 
purpose. l 1 

` All of which is respectfully submitted. 
۱ L. H. SPRINGER, 
County Examiner. 
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EXTRACTS 


_FROM REPORTS OF 


County Examiners. 
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ASHLEY COUNTY. _ 
Free schools steadily grow in popular favor in this county. 
"The opposition caused by gross mismanagement of the school 


revenues at the beginning of the free school system, is 


giving way, and the people are beginning to see that the 
free school is the only school practicable under the present 
circumstances. At first, the high salaries: paid teachers, 
and the extravagant prices paid for mere sheds for school 
houses, involved nearly every district in the county in debt, 
from which a few have not yet recovered. But those that, 
have, cheerfully vote the maximum tax, and often supple- 
ment the publie with a private school. 

What we now need is more money. I shall not believe 
that the next Legislature will bave discharged its whole duty 


unless it donates all the State lands to public school ` 


purposes. p ` 
. T. E. BAKER, 
County Examiner. 


BENTON COUNTY. s 
The school interest in this county is improving. There i is 
a present demand for teachers of a higher grade. The 
greatest drawback is inadequate wages. Many of the 
, directors fail to make accurate reports ; consequently my 


annual report cannot be otherwise than deficient in many 
respects. 
J. C. FLOYD, 
County Examiner. 
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. CARROLL COUNTY. 
: There was in this county, some opposition to the inaugu- 
ration of the system of public schools, under the law of 
1868 ; but it was not extensive. 


Of the scholastic population reported for the year 1869, . 


more than sixty per cent. attended the publie schools. This 
was considered a good beginning; but, owing to misman- 
agement, many of the districts became so involved i debt. 
that the schools could not be continued. Trustees failed 
to keep a correct record of the business of the district ; 
hence, much confusion followed, and the system fell into 
disfavor with the people. It took some time, under the 
workings of the present school law, to restore confidence in 
the schools, to adjust the affairs of the districts, and to 
liquidate their indebtedness. I am glad to note that this 
has been done, and that the people are fully alive to the 


l impor tance of popular education. 


The scholastic population has increased from 1198 in 


.1876, to 4,916 i in the present year; and the per cent. of 
school population attending the schools has increased, in the - 


same time, from about 20 per cent. to nearly 60 per cent. 

We certainly have cause for gratulation in our educa- 
tional progress. There is now no prejudice against popu- 
lar education. The people aré in harmony with the public 
schools, and look to them for the means of educating their 
children. They evince increased. interest in. educational 


matters. They favor the erection of substantial and 


attractive school buildings, and, when necessary, cheerfully 
ZE to levy the full five mill tax. 
۱ . ISAAC A. CLARKE, 
County Examiner. 


| CHICOT COUNTY. 
When the school law was passed, under which our 
publie schools are-governed, we had but two school-houses 
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inthe county. The schools which were then in operation, 


with the exception of the two houses mentioned, were taught 
in buildings used for churches, and other purposes, and 
were principally supported by private funds. Since the 
school law -has been in force,’ there have been .erected 
thirteen school-housés, all frame; some of logs, and others 
of sawed lumber. A portion of said houses are quite 
comfortable, though all are rough, and without any embel- 
lishments whatever. The furniture in three of the houses 
is good, and is such as is adapted to the purpose ; the furni- 


ture in the balance is very rough and rudely constructed ; . 


PA 


consequently it is very uncomfortable for the teachers and 
pupils. , 

The teachers now employed are of a better and higher 
grade than those who formerly conducted the schools. The 
teachers are well paid, their wages ranging from $40.00 to 
$60.00 per month, according to the grade. 


Almost all the teachers tail to give the examiner any 
reports of -their-sehools during the time they teach, which ` 


renders it difficult for him to give anything like a true state- 
ment of the number of pupils in daily attendance in their 
schools ; the books they study, the progress they make, or 
anything else pertaining to the duties of teachers. 

The school directors seldom or never make reports to the 
County Examiner ; so he is obliged to get all his information 
relating to the schools from other sources, which renders it 
almost impossible for him to make anything approaching 
a correct report of the financial condition of the school 
districts. 

L. H. SPRINGER, 
County Examiner. 
CLARK COUNTY. 

There is a growing interest being manifested in favor of 
free schools in Clark county. This year twenty school 
districts voted a special tax for the support of free schools, 


while only fifteen districts voted the tax last year. 
13 PIR 
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What we need to make our public school system a perfect 
success is more funds. Our Legislature should provide l 
some means for increasing the school revenues, so that 
each school district could. have a school five or ten 
months, instead of only three months in a year. 

JNO. W. WILSON, 
County Examiner. | 


COLUMBIA COUNTY. | 
The publie schools of this county are in a better condi- 
tion than they have been for some years past. 
R. T. Cors, 


County Examiner. 


CONWAY COUNTY. 

My annual report is full in some respects; in other 
respects it is rather incomplete. ۱ 

During the past year the improvement in our public 
schools has been wonderful, and, in some localities, almost ` 
miraculous. In the backwoods, where it did seem almost 
impossible to develop and maintain public schools to any - 
extent whatever, the public schools have met with surprising 
and triumphant success ; ‘and the school boy’s shout rings - 
across the mountains to gladden every household where 
dwell happy children grasping after knowledge. 

There are only two or three districts in the county that 
voted against the school tax. 

H. W. Brown, 
County Examiner. 


CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 
"The interest of the people in the matter of public schools, 
۱ and in favor of the free school system, is increasing rapidly, ` 
and the large majority of the tax-payers, who were at one 
time bitterly opposed to the whole system, are now looking 
upon it with great favor. 
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The great trouble in -this county has been the want-of 
teachers who are thoroughly competent and qualified to ۰ 

take charge of the schools. This is, however, improving 
year by year, and, I hope, will soon entirely change. 

One great and serious trouble that I have found, is the 
utter disregard of the law, on the part of directors, in the 
discharge of their duties. This can only be remedied by a 
strict enforcement of" the law for their non-performance of 
the duties imposed upon them by the law: ‘This, of course, 
would be a thankless job on the part of the County Exam- 
iner, who is the only person wholly acquainted with their 
neglect of duty. 

Homer Parr, © 
County Examiner. 
CRAWFORD COUNTY. 


There is a growing interest in this county in favor of 
common schools,, as evidenced by the number of public 
‘school-houses erected during the past two years, the 
increased average attendance, the amount of money 
expended, and the large increase in the special tax voted by 
the school districts. 

LEONIDAS NEAL, 
` County Examiner. 


CRITTENDEN COUNTY. ` 


There has been a wonderful increase of interest in the 
publie schools of this county in the last four years. Parents 
are more anxious to send tlieir children to school, and to 
vote the maximum amount of taxes for school purposes. 
The directors, with a few exceptions, have tried to secure a 


better class of teachers ‘than heretofore employed in this 
county. 


* 


R. F. CRITTENDEN, 
County Examiner. - 
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DORSEY COUNTY. o, 


Dorsey county, at the time it was organized, was divided 


into ten school districts, most, if not all of which, were ` 


1 


*. considerably in debt. The publie school system was gener- 
ally regarded with disfavor, and a special tax was eon 
or never voted in any of the districts. 

For the past three or four years the opposition to public 
schools has been gradually growing less. Last year every 
district, with, perhaps, one exception, voted a special tax ; 
and this, no doubt, would have been repeated this year but. 
for the financial depression at the time of the annual school 
meeting. a 

Now we have thirty-one school districts, and all, save one 
or two, are out of debt. Directors seem anxious to know 
their duty, and are very cautious in expending the money 
in their districts; so much so, in fact, that in somé cases 
amateur teachers are employed in preference to professional 
ones, because they ean be obtained with less money. 

W. R. WYATT, ۱ 

County. Examiner. 


۱ 
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| DREW COUNTY. 

Accompanying this letter is my annual report, in some re- 
spects more complete than my last, but still imperfect, 
owing to ignorance of directors as a class. I reiterate my 
suggestion of last year, that the law be amended so as to 
have one director in the place of three, and pay him for his 
services. Iam decidedly of the opinion that such a change 
would be to the interest of the schools." I am also of the 
opinion that County Examiners should be required to visit 


the schools while in progress, and that he be compensated ` 


forhis services. The tax has been very generally voted, and 
a marked interest otherwise manifested. 
‘All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
P ۱ ۲۲۲۰ F. BESSELLIEU, M. D. : 
iiu po own County Examiner. : 


i 
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!'' PAULKNER COUNTY. ` 

Upon taking. charge of the publie school interests of this 
county in 1878, I found a wide-spread;opposition to the com- 
mon school system. In 1879 the breaches of discord were, 
to an extent healed. Since that time there has been har- 
mony and concert of action. In May, 1881, I called a con- 
vention of teachers and directors. to be held at our county 
site. One hundred and: sixty delegates were in attendance, 
and forty-seven districts) represented. This convention 


adopted, for the districts represented, a uniform set of text-" 


books, and regulated the salaries of teachers, and has been 
of incaleulable good to our public schools by bringing about 
uniformity of teaching and placing our schools i in the SANUS 
of more efficient. instructors: ۱ 


In 1878 only thirteen districts voted a id tax. In 


1882, this number increased to forty-seven. The average 


attendance during the present scholastie year is fifty per cent. 


of the school population, 2769. We have had, the present 
year, sixty-five schools taught in the county. 


There have been fourteen school-houses erected within . 


the present year. 

Our growing population Tm caused the making of sev- 
eral new school districts, and we now report seventy. dis- 
triets, of which number all have comfortable school 
buildings, either belonging to the district « or in conjunction 
with the various churches. 

Our school fund is rapidly increasing, Si had itnot been 


for the financial embarrassment of last year; would have - 


amounted to $17,000. 
J. W. THOMPSON, 


j e 
County Examiner. 


FRANKLIN COU NTY. 


For “several y years after the free school system was adopted 
there was much prejudice existing against it, caused by the 


method in which it was managed, and by the partisan feel- ` 
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ings of the **Cireuit Superintendent.” Guided by prejudice 
. and possessed ofa degree of favor itism not at all commend- 
able to one in such a position, he- utterly failed. to accom- 
plish a result that might be looked upon at this early day 
with any degree of pleasure. Leading men of the county 
beeame enraged, and, as a natural consequence, opposed . 
free schools. "Through a happy change of affairs, the doing 
„away with Circuit Superintendent and other changes, ıa way 
was marked out through which a different state of affairs 
should occur. Though slow to accept it, our people are now. 
among the most ardent admirers of the system. They can 
manage their district affairs to suit themselves—can have a 
school any length of time they desire it, and at most any 
time. Our school population has increased more than one 
hundred per cent. in the last six years, and we might add, 
with equal propriety, that interest in favor of free schools - 
has increased at a greater ratio. There was not less than 
thirty free schools taught in this county during the past. 
summer. ۱ 

Of sixty-two districts in the county, in May, forty-two 
voted the special tax—three districts voting two and one-half 
mills, and thirty-nine voting five mills, which is the legal 
limit. ۱ ۱ ۱ 

We think these facts sustain us in saying that the free 
schools are regarded with much favor, and as the only 
means of accommodating the masses. — S 
CN R. F. HOOPER, 

County Examiner. ' 


GARLAND COUNTY. 


, Qur schools” were commenced under the present auspices 
in 1876, and have been steadily. and rapidly growing, both in 
interest and usefulness. We. have sixteen districts, . all: in 

` good working condition. All have.schools at some period 
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during the year ; lasting from three to ‘nine’ months. ^AI! 
the districts vote a local tax, usually five mills. - The نت‎ 4 
court lends all the aid in-its power. ~7 < 

Ws H. Barer,- M.D., 


T - ` County Examiner. 


J GRANT COUNTY. = og 1 


Previous to the Ge of the school law of 1875, the 
public school system’ created: but little interest among the 
masses of our citizens. Mismanagément of the school reve- 
nues, incompetent teachers, ignorance of the school law, and 
many other causes combined to retard the progress of free 
schools in this county. Since that timê the growth of inter- ۰ 
est in public education has been rapid. The annual 
school meetings are now well attended by the voters, and, 
in most: districts, a school tax levied. The directors are 
selected with greater care, and a better class of teachers em- 
ployed. New houses.have been built and old ones repaired. 
In several districts the school resources are supplemented by 
private subscriptions, so that the schools may. be carried on 
from five to ten months in the. year. The only fear we en- 
tertain is cheap teaching. A few directors think ‘it ‘‘a sav- 
ing to the district" to employ the cheapest teacher. The 
mare intelligent director usually explodes the idea by secur- 
ing the best talent. 

Dy means of the Teachers’ Institutes, held at Sheridan, l 
the past two years, the pulsations of a new life are felt ' 
throughout our county. The interest for higher education 
among the teachers was never so deeply felt. ۱ 

The citizens are impressed with the idea that in order to 
have good schools they must have good teachers. A grand 
revolution is rapidly going on in the minds of the people. 

By the energizing labors of ` ‘our lamented ‘and beloved 
State Superintendent, a tidal wave of enthusiasm is rolling 
over the county, and the day is not far distant when Grant. 
will be the banner county for good schools. - 
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Another very favorable omen is. that. the: colored people 


are eager to vote the school tax, and they receive their share 


of the public school revenues: : l , 21 


From a few districts we now have forty-one; ‘and many 
of them have employed from two to three teachers the past 
year. So, with prudent directors-and qualified teachers, we 


may nope for ‘intelligence to the front and ignorance to the: 


rear.’ 
F. V. WINSTON, RE 
County Examiner. 


GREENE COUNTY.. 


The public schools have been well attended, and'a larger | 


- County Examiner, . 


number of districts voted the special school tax. 
J. N. JOHNSTON, 


HOT SPRING COUNTY. 


Educational progress in Hot Spring county, during the 
scholastic year, has been greater than any previous year, 
and would have been much greater but for the hard times 


among the people of the rural districts, resulting from the - 


severe drought.of 1881. The shortness of all kinds of 
crops crippled the finances of the people to such an extent 


that the special tax for shool purposes was, in many dis-- 


tricts, cut down to a meagre limit, and in some few dis- 
tricts, resulted in a rejection of all special tax for school 


purposes; nevertheless, educational influences were ‘at’ 


work among the people, and the importance of keeping up: 


free, public schools throughout the county was generally 
recognized. - Every school district that possessed the means 
in the county treasury carried on a free public school; a 
few supplemented the State apportionment by adding to ita 
pro rata fund that supported their public schools for three 
months, and those, recently. created, supported -private 


schools. Thus in every district in the connty. the import-: 


ance of education is acknowledged. There ‘have been or-: 
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ganized, during the. year; four new districts, making. in. all ۰ 


within the county thirty-five, in twenty-seven of which there. 
was taught a free: publie school for n four and five 
months. 

Out of 3,063, the -number of youth of. BS DE age 
within the county, there were in attendance on the public 
aud private schools 2,140, with an average daily attendance 
of 1,178. . There were five new school houses erected since 
January, 1882, and ‘one teacher's manse, costing $350.00, 
erected in district No. 10. "There was a "l'eachér's Institute | 
held during the time the schools were being taught, well 
attended by the teachers, and effected great good. These 
Institutes are found to be, beyond all calculation, produc- 
tive of infinite good in the work of teaching—the very best 
substitute for Normal schools—where Normal training can 
not be reached. A thorough and searching examination of 
teachers has been instituted in order to stimulate to higher 
attainments applicants for license to teach. We find this 
an efficient means of. elevating the qualifications of the 


teacher, and thus bring up to a higher order the methods of ` 


teaching and the scholarship of the pupils. Nearly all the 
districts have, for-the scholastic year of 1882-3, levied a 
special school tax of one-half of one per cent. for the Supe 
port of schools in their midst. 


- 


The friends of education throughout the sone have 


x 


great reason to be encouraged with the progress already 
made in the direction of genér al education, and the founda- 
° tion surely laid for greater progress in the future. ] 

W. D. LEIPER, A, M., 


2 


: County Examiner. 


HOWARD, COUNTY. : Prag 


In. regard to: the publie ; school system,” there - is in 
this county . av healthy. growth of. publie sentiment, which, 


& 


however, is the result of the labors of a DM and the 'zeal-. 


ous efforts: of ur State Superintendent. : 
14 PIR 
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‘There has been considerable improvement in teachers and | 
in attendance. Nearly all the success the system: has'at- ` 
tained has been within the last four years, chiefly during 
the last two. "There is more interest being manifested 
yearly, and the success of the system in this county is now 
fully assured. E W. G. Fa, =o? 
County- Examiner. 


4 
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| INDEPENDENCE COUNTY. EE 


The. system is gaining ground ‘in this county ; direc- 
tors are doing- better ; becoming better posted ; Making móre 
. interest, and I think are working up to a higher standard. 
I can not refrain from saying that the system has grown, 
and developed wonderfully under the administration of the 
late State Superintendent. His ,zeal has been diffused 
throughout the State. I am doing all in my power.’ I am 
raising the standard gradually, and trying to crowd out all 
fossils. More teachers in reality are coming. into our:coun-, 
ty, and more are becoming teachers for life. 

THOS. J. STUBBS, 
, ۴ ` County Examiner. 


- . IZARD COUNTY. 


I am glad to be able to express my belief that thé public 
schools of Izard county are growing in interest and u&eful- 
ness. This is exhibited in several particulars : 

Ist. In 1881, with an enumeration of 3,965, we had am 
enrollment of 1,660. In 1882, with enumeration of 4,145, 
we have an enrollment of 2,190. ۱ i 

9nd. The average attendance is a much larger per cent. 
of the enrollment. 

êrd. The per cent. of pupils EE other branches: 
than orthography and reading is large. ۱ 

4th. The directors are visiting the schools oftener, set 
manifesting in. other ways a greater interest than hereto- 
fore. 
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5th. ‘The teachers. for the past year have Deen of a bet- 
ter grade. and more. experience, hence, have presented’ us. 
' with. better results. | 

° Some boards of. directors have, instead of Dee summer ۰ 
schools, appropriated a portion of their funds to building and. ` 
repairing, preparatory for winter schools. This is a 
. step forward. - r : 

Quite a number of the: best teachers of .the county, hà 
have heretofore declined any connection with the publie 
schools, are now taking charge of them, and doing some- 
good work. 

Iam sorry T say that a large Ho of the teachers, 
whom I examine, are of that class who are teaching 
temporarily, and as a stepping stone. to, something else, - 
However, the per cent. of ‘‘teachers’’—professional teach— 
ers—those who expect to make teaching their work, is per- 
ceptibly increasing ; and with this increase must- come bet- 
ter schools, greater interest, and more satisfactory results. - 
in the school rooms. 


We do not report much money invested in-school prop- 
erty. This is attributable, principally, to the fact that so 
many of the schools are taught in academies, and other- 
school buildings (of both which Izard has quite a number, } 
not belonging to. the districts, and hence not- reported.. 
Generally these, houses are furnished without expense to the- 
districts. Besides this, many of our districts are new, and 
are just. preparing to build. Hence, we hope soon, to Tez | 
port more favorably | under this item.  . 

Our people are anxious to have a good system of public: 
schools. We need only a. little more time and: a little more- 
money. The time will be furnished us- - free, and the money. 
I hope (not without ‘cause, either) will: be regularly sup-- 
plied in the - various districts, e ere long ,by 7 tax- 
ation. ` 
A complete - well organized system is yet far, far in the- 
future, but it is there, and we are drawing; every year, 
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nearer to it, though: we may be long in aag a: ood Së 
‘system, we are constantly attaining tò a better one. 

‘J. W. C. GARDNER, - 

1 l County Examiner. 


| > ` H 
JOHNSON COUNTY. |. 


I am confident our county would have made a good show- 
ing this year, had the directors discharged their duty faith- 
fully. While the improvement in our teachers has not been 
what is desired, still we have some first-class schools in the 
country and small towns, which have not been reported. 

I do not exagerate "when I say the public schools are 
growing in favor with the people of this county; for that 
was clearly proven by their action last May. Every district 
‘but four or five voted the five-mill tax—even the town of 
Clarksville, which was never known to do so before. This 


tax, with the State aid, enables several districts to run their 
schools from six to,ten months, which they are cheerfully 
doing. But the best evidence of a permanent growth of 
our school system is, that directors have begun to hire 
teachers upon their, merits and professional qualifications, 
and not upon their cheapness. If some means could be 
devised by which our school fund could be increased, the 
success and final triumph of our free school system could 
no longer be doubted. 

! Q. D. PoxNon, 

| County Examiner. 
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LAWRENCE COUNTY. EE 


The people are taking a' great interest in 1 the subject of 
education. Fifteen of our school districts have voted - a 
school tax to the full extent of the law.- There is now 
scarcely any opposition to the free school system. Our 
people are manifesting a desire to divide the county into | 
small school districts, which is the life -of any free school 
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system. ] One: encouraging sign: is. that most of the districts. 
intend havi ing ‘winter terms. 

Our teachers have. düring the year organized a county 
teachers” association, which meets quarterly, and will be the 
means of effecting much good. We have held one Institute, 
at which a-great deal of interest was manifested. I think 
all present went home strengthened and renewed for their 
work. SS ۱ D PNE A 

'`.- Jas. M. DELANEY, 
i ‘County Examiner. 


~ 


LEE COUNTY. 


à 
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It is with pride and perfect satisfaction that we refer | to: 
the educational interests of Lee ‘county. - Our experience 
and knowledge of it only dates back four years ; but beyond 
doubt that is sufficiently far to elicit and illustrate all the - 
facts that we are squarely ón the up-grade. Wee 

The total -amount paid for ‘general school ‘purposes in . 
1869 was $7,090, which now is $9,463. 40. . Teachers” 

salaries then, $6,529; which now are $8,014.77. Total value 

of school property then, $4,015, which now is $8,173,380. 
Total: number ehildren enrolled then, 3,298, which now is. 
4,118. e 

Quite a spirit of emulation has arisen in many districts 
of the county, and we have, as. the natural results. 
of energy and effort, gcod' teachers ‘and sóhool officials, 
good buildings, well equipped and well attended. In 
several localities of the county we have schools far beyond ` 
the ordinary **free schools’’ in point of excellence. The 
Marianna College anl Normat Institute, located in the town- 
of Marianna ` (our county. site), elegantly located, well 
furnished: and fitted ‘up, under the management of Profs. 
G. C. -Woodson and A. L.  Petermam,. with Mrs. P. E. 
Northern as. teacher of instrumental - music, promises to do 
a great educational work for.our own and adjoining counties. 
^ ‘By close observation we are fully, satisfied that our people 


Ka 
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have been wonderfully awakened from a spirit of lethargy - 


of a few years ago, to one of considerable activity on E i 


free education of the masses. : 
We cannot refrain, in closing this short and m" > 
comment on the educational interests of Lee county, from 
making thankful and hearty acknowledgements (in behalf . 
of our citizens) to the Hon. Jas. L. Denton, (our retiring ' 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction), for hie intelli- ` 
gent and energetic efforts, which have thus far awakened 
us to our present iia of our interests in SE 
education. 
. JNO. W. Hayes, M. D., 
۱ ` County Examiner. 


LOGAN COUNTY. 
I transmit herewith my annual report for the current ` 
year. Itis not as complete as I would desire, but I could ^ 


do no better with the data at hand. Many of the directors 


are careless about |their annual reports, and some are illit- 
erate, so that the reports are altogether unintelligible, or 
else come up blank. ' ۳ Y 
I will say, however, that the publie schools of the county ` 
are improving in all réspeets.. The interest,of the people is 
becoming awakened on the subject of public education, and 
the sehools are more numerous and better attended this 
year than last. There is abundant room for improvement, 
and I think a decided desire for improvement in all the inter- 
ests of the public schools has taken hold of the people. 
M. P. VENABLE, 


County Examiner. 


l 
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LONOKE COUNTY. 
For the Gg few years, and especially since the active 


measures taken .in Lonoke school district for the establish- 


ment of a good public school system, the educational inter- 
ests of the county have been steadily on the increase. In- 
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1879 the whole number of pupils enrolled: in the. public 
school was only 603, while -in 1882: it was. 1,658. A fair 
number of the districts now vote the five-mill tax,. and in 
many instances.supplement the .school- fund by: private 
subscription, in order to extend the «school session. . There 
is also an increasing demand for better teachers—anot, cheap 
ones. This is attested by the fact that while in 1880, the 
number of teachers was 39, the amount paid teachers was 
only $4,541.60, in 1882 the. number of -teachers employed 
was only 32, yet the amount paid same was $5,961.92. 

In order that the school interests of the county should 
be protected, the late. county examiner, Prof. J. F. Howell, 
saw fit to raise the standard of examinations; and no one: 
was allowed license to teach in.the county unless he could 
pass a rigid examination in all the studies prescribed in the 
school law. Under the new regime, not more than half. 
the applicants were able to reach the desired standard. | 
Thus, while the number of teachers was lessened, yet a 
better grade of educators was provided for the schools. 

There is still considerable difficulty in obtaining from 
the direetors proper statistical information, particularly i in 
regard to the finance of .the districts, in many instances no 
‘report being made. Improvement is being made in this 
respect, however, and we can confidently predict that in the . 
near future our county will equal any in the State in educa- 
tional advantages, as it does now in educational advance- 


ment. 
JNO. J. DOYNE, 


County Examiner. 


MADISON COUNTY. l 
The cause of popular education is still progressipg in this 
part of the State. Every one seems to be transported by 
the influence of universal educatión, Opposition to the free 
school system has Jong since -ceased.. : 
During the last two years there has Mom a large increase 
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in the number of publie schools taught i in this county. Good 
teachers are eagerly souglit after, and poor ones less recog- 
nized by school boards. * 
, Six years ago we had only about eighteen publie ‘schools 
in the county. Two years ago we were favored with fifty- 
five public schools.. - We now have seventy-six organized 
school districts and about sixty-two public schools. — 
However, we have some perplexing difficulties to contend 
with. Such of our directors as make any report whatever, 
do so in a very imperfect manner. A large majority of the 
directors make the enumeration report only, and totally dis- 


regard the annual report. Iam convinced that much. good 


would result from paying the County Examiner a smal] 
salary, and requiring him to visit the districts and publie 


schools in his county. 
N. J. CARLOCK, 


County Examiner. 


l 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 


. Montgomery county shows evidences of a worthy improve- 
ment in her public school affairs. The last two years have 
been remarkable for levying the special school tax, and which 
has seldom fallen below the legal limit: There is a greater 
demand than ever before for efficient teachers, and a more 
liberal inducement in the way of salaries: has worked an 


1 d 


admirable sequence. ۱ 

Antipathy to the system has been supplanted by approba- 
tion and general harmony in the cause, and all are more 
eager than ever before in the futherance of the public 
schools, seeing, as they do, the inexorable fact that in them 
lies the x philosophorum of our free institutions. 


i G. Wirr, 


T County Examiner. 


NEWTON COUNTY. 
I have the honor to report that free schools are » flourishing 


in this county, and that more interest is being taken in pub- 
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lic schools than ever before. Old citizens ave: begun to 
wake up and have resolved in «committee of the whole" 
to educate the 1 rising یر‎ and have detet mined to do 
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There’ are now in progress,” “under efficient teachers, about 


fifty-two schools, with an average attendance of nearly three 
thousand pupils. 


EI 


The office of County Examiner | is now considered a very 
important one, and the best men of the county. aspire to the 
appointment. AN 

A large number of school districts voted the special school 
tax at the annual School meeting. ` 

New school-houses of a good class are being built, and 
school rooms are now being fitted up in, neat shape. 

Our Teachers’ Institutes are well attended, and great 
interest manifested in them. e 

I would suggest that the County Examiner be elected in 
the same manner as other county cfficers. ~ : 

JAMES MURPHY, 
DEP - EL . - County Examiner. 


PERRY COUNTY. 


In 1881,I reported the common ‘schools of this — 
in a flourishing condition. The. districts, throughout the 
county, last year, with but two exceptions, voted, the special 
tax, aggregating about $3000. This, with the State appor- 
tionment and poll tax, would have given us -six months’ 
school throughout the county,.but on the 19th day of Decem- 


ber, 1881, the court house was burned with all the records. ° 


This prevented the collection of the taxes. ‘Hence, we had 
no funds with which to run the schools. 

The people became so, discouraged that at the last annual 
school meeting, May-20, many districts refused to vote the 
special school tax: ` , However, it is to pe hoped "m time 
will remedy this misfortune. - 
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I-am informed by one of the directors of District No. 23, 
that said district will inaugurate the ‘Lonoke plan" and. 
have a school ten months in each year. Should this project — 
| prove successful, No. 7 will, of course, take it up (as No.7 - 
will never be out done.) It is, then, but a question of time ` 
for the entire county to fall into line. P 

- There are a few amendments to our school law which I 
think would be of advantage to the entire system: 1st. -. 
Make the Examiner, Superintendent, and require him to visit 
every school inthis county and to supervise the entire work ; 
2nd. Cut the directors down to one and elect him every 
year; 9d. Adopt a better system of finance. I would sug- 
gest that the Examiner keep the finaneial account for the 
entire county. This can be accomplished by requiring him 
to approve all vouchers before they are paid. Iam satisfied 
that this would have the effect to cause correct reports 
to be made, as the teacher's register would pass under the 
eye ofthe Examiner before the teacher could draw the money 
for the last month's teaching. | 

I am satisfied from experience, that the free school system, 
if properly managed, is the system to educate the masses. 
It is cheaper, more effective, and, as I said before, if prop- 
erly managed, will produce better results. Upon the whole, 
I consider the educational interest of this county as being. 
good, but nothing to what it would have been, had we not 
lost our special school tax. | 

R. W. FLOWER, 
County ۰ 


POINSETT COUNTY. 

Two years ago the supporters of publie sehools met with 
obstacles upon every hand, and few districts voted’ a tax, - 
except in the face of a sullen opposition. Now, at the end 
` of two years, only two districts fail to vote a five mill tax, 
and we have twelve publie schools—an increase of five over 
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that of 1880. ‘Our people are rapidly becoming a unit on 
this all important question. 

The County Institute is now regarded as a public neces- 
sity; aud the standard of teachers thereby greatly raised. 
The outlook is flattering, ‘and two years hence we predict that 
Poinsett, from an educational standpoint, “will be behind 
few counties in the State. ` 
i Foster FREEMAN, 

County Examiner. 


POLK COUNTY. 


Our schools are improving. Thirty-seven public Se 
in operation this year—many of them for five and six month 
terms. Where publie fund is inadequate, the salary of. 
teachers is made up by private contribution. 

Our county contains forty-one school districts, and from 
the present outlook, will fill up rapidly during the- ensuing 
year. The majority of our people being small farmers, and 
hnding it necessary to have their children to labor in the 
crops, they send to school only in the off months, July, 
August and September. This is very unfortunate, so far as 
the school interests are concerned. Neither teacher nor 
pupil is capable of much mental exertion at this season. 
Another feature that retards the efficiency of the schools'is 
the low salaries paid teachers—thirty-five dollars per month 
being about the average. This will be remedied, however, 
as intelligent immigration increases. 

Porr MCPHETRIDGE, 
i County Examiner. 
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POPE COUNTY. 

The school population, as reported by the directors, has 
increased about forty-two per cent. and the number of - 
Schools from thirty-seven, in 1880, to fifty-seven, in 1882 | 

The attendance is much better, having more than doubled 
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the enrollment, with about twenty-five per cent. increase in. , 


1 


daily average attendance. 
The schools are taught longer, and give greater satisfac- 


tion; a number of the districts having prolonged the term 


^d 


to six or nine months, by private donations, etc. 

` In 1880 there were not more than half a dozen houses | 
belonging to the districts, and they were, with one excep- 
tion, mere shelters for summer use ; now there are twenty- 
four, mostly good, comfortable houses, and plans for sey- 


eral others to be built this fall. 
The thing most needed is better teaehers, teachers who 


have the elements of success in them, and are determined 0 
succeed. ` G. A. JONES, 
County Examiner. 
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PRAIRIE COUNTY. 


In compliance with your circular of October 21, 1882, I- 
give you a brief history of the public school interests in 


Prairie county, Arkansas, beginning with the report of June 
30, 1876. :In that report there were 1,821 persons between 
the ages of six and twenty-one, an enrollment of -175, and 
three school houses valued at $600.00. The report was not: 
perfect, nor has there been a complete report to date, but 
since that time there has been a gradual improvement from - 
year to year. The directors show an increased interest by 
making their reports more promptly, fuller, and more near- 
ly perfect ; and electors are each year increasing the num- 
ber of districts that annually vote the maximum rate.of tax. 
When a district now defeats the tax the cause is generally | 
known to be some foolish neighborhood quarrel. Another 
symptom of healthy action among the people is that the 
County Examiner has not been afflicted for several. years by 
one of those distressing recommendations, such as, «Mr. 
A. isa nice, clever, honest, christian gentleman. : He 
has been unfortunate and needs the money; we all want 


him to have the school, and as he has been a long time from 
D | 4 ۱ ۱ 
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his books, we hope von will be as easy on him as possible." 
The same parties of late; say: “Send us a teacher that 
knows his business. Cheap teachers are now less in de- 
mand than formerly, Scc 

The:report ending June 30, 1882, though defective in 
many respects, makes a decided contrast when we compare. 
it with the report of 1876. -It-shows a school poupulation 
of 2,876, an:enrollment of 1,728, and thirty-three school 
houses valued at $6,913.09,and other property to theamount 
of $880.00. >. HM. Lynn, 


e County ۰ 
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PULASKI COUNTY. 


The public school system has grown in favor, as is mani- 
fested by the vote of the five mill additional tax in most of 
the districts, and by the increased attendance. 


The greatest need is a corps of good | teachers, and these 
cannot be obtained at the low salaries paid, and for short 
term schools. ۱ 

The teaching i in this county is mostly by persons living 
in the var ious districts, who have other employments: 
These persons teach during that part of the year, when 
there is nothing to be done on the farm, or at other occupa- 
tions. "They can afford to teach’ for a smaller salary than 
persons ean who go into the school districts to make teach- 
ing a business. ; 

The Coanty Examiner has no-control over the schools ex- 
cept the authority to license -teachers. In the execution 
of this duty the examiner is forced to adopt à very low 
standard. Much good could be done by holding Normal 
Institutes, if an attendance of teachers could be secured. 
County Institutes have not been’ well attended. If means 
were provided for holding the Institutes at several points in 
the county, I have no doubt the result would be a gratify- 
ing success. .The SE Examiner should be required by 
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law to visit the several school districts, and he. should be- 
paid a small salary for discharging that dnty. The. benefit 
gained by this visitation would be great in proportion to 
the necessary outlay. 
R. H. PARHAM, Jr., 
County Examiner, 


RANDOLPH COUNTY. 


I hand you herewith my annual statistical report of pub- 
lic schools for Randolph county. Circumstances over which 
I had no control have delayed it until now. Iam compell- 
ed, as usual, to express my regret at its ¿ncompleteness. 
For this year, however, there is some excuse. The number 
of districts has been increased from nineteen to thirty-two, 
and this has been done at each term of the county court, 
and so mystified the matter that the directors were unable 
to keep up with their record, and consequently, have either 
nothing to report, or the report is in such a confused condi- 
tion as to be altogether unintelligible. I am only able to 
` report the aggregate number of children in each district, 
ithe rest. is too meager to be of any value statistically. Iam 
pleased to be able to say, however, that the interest in pub- 
lic schools is decidedly on the increase. If the districts are 
let alone now, and not. divided up any more, so that the 
directors in each can settle down to some definite line of 
action, and work up the people to the point of voting a tax 
upon themselvés, all will be well. I hope that next year a 
full and complete report can go up from Randolph county. ` 

W. W. KERR | 
County Examiner. 


SALINE COUNTY. : ‘ | 


"The T of publie schools is steadily growing in pop- 
ular favor in this county: The question which is asked rela- 
tive to any enterprise, ‘‘will it pay?” has been asked, and 
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results answer almost to the entire satisfaction of. the, most 
incredulous, it will. 

The general Duy which bound: our S as with fet- 
ters, some, years ago, has disappeared in the appreciation of 
a condition better understood. Hence, interest has been 
aroused. - F 


f 


Lamentable obstacles However: oppose. the advance of a ^ 
higher order of publie education. The more general diffu- 
sion of light and knowledge, among school officers, and. ap- 
peals to their pride, to stimulate to excellence in the dis- 
charge of their duties, will greatly facilitate the removal 
of these difficulties. Inefficient teachers are gradually giv- 
ing way to ambitious young men and women, who are 
laboring to qualify themselves in the’ most approved and 
latest methods of teaching. ` ۱ 

۱ ۱ S. T. Scorr, 
` County Examiner. 


SEVIER COUNTY. 


I herewith inelose my report as County Examiner for 
Sevier county, for the year ending June 30, 1882. From . 
various causes it is not'as full and complete as it should be. 
In some of the districts the people have failed to hold elec- 
tions for school directors, and, consequently, from some of 
them I have only partial reports,.and from others none at 
all. SS #۰ ۰ ۱ ۳ l 

In some of- the districts the money which should have 
been applied to the-pay of teachers,-has been applied to the. 
liquidation of old debts that were incurred some years ago. 
In others it has been used in preparing to do more telling 
and effective work in future.- 


The number of well arranged school-houses that are now 
to be found in the county are’ sure indications that the 
school interests are not neglected. While our people seem 
fully alive to the importance of education, yet the great 

* "` I ` 
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need of the school System is a more’ efficient. board óf 
directors for each district ; and not until the people. under- 
stand that directors must be chosen on account ‘of energy 
and business tact, rather than personal popularity, will our- 
free school system advance to-that degree of perfection it . 
should attain. In many districts, I am glad to report that 
the directors have come up to the full measure of the 
responsibility imposed on 'them ; while in others the Work 
has been done bunglingly and carelessly, and many import- 
ant items in the report have ‘been’ entirely ignored. n 
seems, therefore, from my limited experience in this matter, 
that the only remedy for this evil is tò have a more efficient ۲ 
district directory, or else clean the repor ts of every item ۱ 
which is not absolutely necessary, and bring them down to 


the understanding of such persone as _ have to deal with 
them. - j ۱ 

In conclusion, I am pleased to remark that, although we 
are subject t2 some annoyances (which we hope time and 
experience will remove) yet, in view of an unmistakable 
healthy sentiment in favor of education, we feel that we ` 
are warranted 1 in looking hopefully ۵ future, 

N. P. PERRIN, o 


County Examiner. 


SHARP COUNTY. 


I -herewith send you my annual report. I have held up. 
until the last day, so as to, have.my report as' complete as 
possible; and as it is, I am ashamed of it, to think that I 
cannot get the directors to report fully, as the law directs. . 
The greater part of these reports have been received by. me. 
since the 10th inst., and’I have even had to send letters to the 
directors to get them at all; and some, you will see, I. have 
not gotten. If my report is not the worst one that.you may - 
receive, I will be better satisfied ; but I would not like to 
send up the, **fag-end" report. ` 
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However, the School interest has considerably increased 
3n the last. two years. - | 2 


CG J. WinsoN,.. ds 


` County Examiner. 


^ 

`. VAN BUREN COUNTY. 

The public school interest of Van Buren county has been 

steadily increasing during the past two years. We find a 

larger attendance in the. public schools reported. ` The 
special school tax is carried by larger majorities. 

We are gratified at the fact that-the people are. beginning 

to reatize the importance of education, and, are doing all 

they can for the prosperity of the freeschool system. They 


are becoming tired of cheap teachers, and most of them. 


want first-class teachers—teachers whom they know to be 
competent to fill the positions to which they aspire. 


The directors are doing more for the schools this year ' 


‘than ever before, yet some are “still negligent im „making 
their reports as explicit as they could, or should do. 
W. E: MOORE, 


County Examiner. 
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WOODRUFF COUNTY. ۱ 
A full account of the schools in this county is impossible, 
‘all the records of the Examiner’s office having been onary 
‘destroyed by fire, November 21, 1881. 
The schools of this county: show a gratifying improve- 
ment. This is an alluvial district (White River valley), 


and is cultivated in cotton as the staple ‘crop; consequently ^. 


the population is very largely comprised of the colored race, 
| almost one-half “being negroes. ‘The cotton crop draws 
very largely upon the child.labor of the community, as that ` 


labor is more extensively: etnployed than i in any other: erof" - 


f 


consequently the common school ‘system encounters gr ‘eal 
‘obstacles in consequence of the school popélation being 
16 PIR ۱ 
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employed in the mild and summer weather in the fields, 
‘From this cause, chiefly; the attendance -in the sehools has. 
been small. Notwithstanding the above disadvantage, and 
others, such as imperfect roads, ete., the attendance has. 


been quite encouraging. X 


€ 


The improvement in the population, educationally, is. 
marked, both with the whites and colored, due exclusively 
to the operation of the common school system. Imperfect. 
as the system is as to its operative provisions, it has. 
nevertheless steadily gained ground in the minds of our 
people. It would be out of place here to make suggestions. 
as to the improvement of the provisions of the law ` but in 
general terms the operative provisions of the law are tod 
complicated to ensure ready and certain execution on the 
part of the directors and others officers. Heretofore the: 
system has been , badly crippled by the fact that teachers. 
have been paid in scrip, making their pay uncertain to 
some extent; but since the improvement in State credit. 
there is hope that a. better condition of things will come. 


On the whole, I may say that the improvement, both im 
attendance and proficiency of pupils and teachers, is grati- 
fying, and holds out the reasonable hope that at no distant 
day our population will take rank amongst the رت نت‎ - 
, people of the country. ` 
C. W. MONTAGUE, 

County Examiner. | 
| 


| 


YELL COUNTY. | 


| 
Our Teachers’ Institutes are generally well attended, 


both by teachers and directors, and seldom fail to give an 
impetus to the cause of education in the community im 
which they are held. The advancement made by our county 
teachers during the last six years is very marked, and F 
attribute the progress made in the theory and practice of 


i 

| (198) © 
teaching to thé Institute. Tt has aad energies in many- 
of our teachers which were. before lying dormant, and has. 
created a. spirit. of emulation among the teachers, the effect. 
of which can easily be seen in the ee throughout the- 
county. 

W. B. Misses 


. -County Examiner. 
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Instruction, State of زیت‎ 


Born July 6, 1836. 
Died October 9, Toe 


` “Requiescat in pace.” 


In MEMORIAM. 
HON. JAMES L. DENTON, 
Late State Superintendent of Public 
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Teachers’ Association. 
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‘PROCEEDINGS | 


Arkansas State Teachers’ Association. - 


Pursuant to appointment, the Arkansas State’ Teachers’ 
Association met in annual session in the M. E. Church, city: 
of Hot Springs, Ark., on Tuesday afternoon, June 20, 1882. 


The president, C. P. Conrad, called the meeting to EE 
and prayer was offered by Rev. I. L. Burrow. ` : i 

The president stated the only. business of the afternoon 
to be the enrollment of members and assigning the same to 
homes. - d 2 | 

The following were singled: 

Rev. J. S. Willbanks, Rev. J. J. Taylor, R. H. Parham. 
Jr., Rev. J. A. Peebles, Jno. C. Littlepage. R. L. Owens, 
J. J. Turnham, H. N. Wheaton, J. P: Coleman, O. P. 
Russell, N. P. Gates, Powell Carden, T. E. Royall, R. F. 
Hooper, Rev. G. A. Jones, M. Savage, Rev. I. L. Burrow, 
C. P. Conrad, J. F. Rives; Jr., A. W. Coleman, T. R. 
Simmons, G. A. Hays, O. V. Hays, W. T. Moore. Rev. G. 
W. Gray, D. D., F. L. Harvey, H. C. Hammond, J. F. 
Howell, Mrs. E. A. Cornish, Mrs. M. J. Field, Mrs. J. C. 
Littlepage, Mrs. F. E. Suddarth, Mrs. W. D. Kersh, Miss 
Ruth McBride, Miss Madge McBride, Miss Clara B. Eno, 
Miss Emma E. McClure, Miss H. C. Knight, Miss Jennie 
Crawford, Miss Addie’ Kirby, Miss Ida Walker, Miss. E. L. 
Van Valkenburg, Miss D. Goller, Miss Florence Pruitt, 
Miss Sue ‘Gibson, Miss C. Fer Miss Dora A. Lipe, 
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Miss Emma Wheatley, Miss Lizzie A. Burrow, Miss Stella 
Tuttle, Miss C. C. Durham. i 

Adjourned till 8:30 p. m., at which time the pe. 


was called to order, ànd prayer was offered’ by Rev. J.A. ) 
Peebles. 5 


A most cordial address of welcome was delivered by Dr. 
W. H. Barry, of Hot Springs, and a suitable response was 
made by Rev. J. S. Willbanks, of Austin. 

The president. delivered the annual address, which ` Was 
full of thought worthy of our earnest consideration: 

'The exercises were interspersed with excellent music by 
the choir, which added much to the entertainment of the ` 
evening. | j 


On Wednesday at 9:30 a. m., the و‎ convened; 
Prayer by Rev. J. S. Willbanks. i 

The president announced the following committees : 

On Nominations—Gates, Burrow and Willbanks. 

On Resolutions—Peebles, Parham and Littlepage. . T 

A paper was read by Rev. J. A. Peebles entitled, ** What 
ought Par ents to do for their children ?" 


The paper ‘by W. L. Morris, subject ** Necessity of Pri- 

` mary Education," in the absence of the writer, was read by. 

the secretary. l 
Miss Emma E. McClure read a paper, * Make the Chil- 

dren Talk." 

` These papers evinced serious thought on the subjects: ` 

treated, and were discussed. at length by members of the 

Association. i 
„Adjourned for dinner. 1 


At 3 p. m. the President called the meeting to order. 
` The ‘following members read papers on the subjects 
coming after their respective names : g 


Rev. G. A. Jones—“A Graded Course of SCH for the 
Primary and Preparatory Schools of Arkansas.’ 


(181). | 
Mrs „` Fandy E. Suddarth—« Relation. of the’ El 
Zeg E to Higher Schools.” ۱ 
Rev. I. L. Burrow—‘‘ The Bible's piei in our Schools.” 
These papers were thoughtful and elicited some vigorous 


discussion. 


Adjourned till 8:30 p. m; ۱ سس‎ Fs 


At the appointed hour the choir favored the Association 
with some grand music, and prayer was s offered RE Dr. Gray, 
of Little Rock. i 

A communication from Hon. J. L. Denton was read, 
regretting his inability to be present and occupy his place 
on the programme this evening. 

An interesting paper on ** Compulsory Education " was 
read by H. C. Hammond, and was discussed at some سید نیت‎ 

Adjourned till to-morrow. l : 


Thursday, June 22, 9 a.m. ms president called the 
meeting to order. - . , 


Prayer by Dr. Gray. l E 

J. F. Rives, Jr., read a paper on ‘* What are Correct 
Habits of ES and How can we Form them in our 
Pupils ?'' e 

M. P. Venable, of Booneville, who had à place on the 
programme, not being present, his subject was’ taken up ' 
and discussed by R. H. Parham, Jr., and Rev. J. S. Will- 
banks. 'The subject was ** The Profession of Teaching: 


How can it be made more Attractive, Remunerative and 
Prominent ?’’ 


1 


A paper on ** Expositions for our schools?" was read by 
O. F. Russell, and was listened to with interest. 
Adjourned till 2:30 p.. mo 


At 2:30 p. m. the meeting : Was called to order, and prayer 
was offered by Rev. I. L. Burrow. . ۱ 

A motion was adopted to pay $7.00 to Willie Evans. for 
_ Services as janitor of the chur ch buildiug during its occupa- 
tion by the Association. . - 
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A paper entitled A The County Examiner: His Duties 
and Responsibilities, | was read by N. P. Gates, and called 
forth some earnest discussion. 

H. C. Hammond was accorded the floor, on a question fo 
privilege, to explain 1 that, in any remarks he may have made : 
last night relative to the influence of ignorance in the South 
in precipitating the great civil war, he had no intention 
whatever of wounding the feelings of any individual or of 
doing injustice to the Southern people. | 

The following resolutions were adopted ; 

Resolved, That. the Association arrange to publish in 
pamphlet form 2,000 eopies of the proceedings of this 
meeting, including the annual address of the president and 
the address of welcome by Dr. W. H. Barry, and 
that we add to the auount in the treasury any such 
sum as may be necessary to secure such publication, >the 
àmount so added to be prorated among the members. 

At night a resolution was adopted instructing the Execu- 
tive Committee-to use their best judgment as to the publi- 
cation of the minutes, and allowing them to omit all or any 
part of them if they find that the ی‎ will be embar- 
rassed by the publication. 

Resolved, 2d, That, at future meetings of this “Associa- 
tion, each member who reads a paper shall append such 
` resolutions as will call out the action of this body. ۱ 

Resolved, 3d, That the Executive Committee of this Asso- l 
ciation be constituted a committee to represent the public 
school interests before the Legislature of our State, and , 
also to memorialize the Congress of the United States with 
reference to an appropriation of liberal means for publie 
instruction in the Southern States. 

The next resolution, after reciting the- dutiss and efforts 
of the State in providing free schools for all classes, and 
calling attention to the small average attendance at these | 
schools, calls upon the Legislature for a Compulsory Edu- 
cation Law, which shall secure the attendance at: school of. 
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every child between the ages of six-and fourteen years for 
at least four consecutive months i in each year. e 

WHEREAS, We are persuaded that school expositions and 
exhibits may be made powerful agents iu the education of 
our people to the importance of the work. of our schools and 
the best methods of securing desired results. 

Resolved; That a standing committee on educational 
exhibits be appointed, consisting of the State Superintend- 


ent of Publie Instruction, Chairman, President and Vice- . 


President of this Association, ex-officio, with four other 
members who shall hold office on said committee for the 
term of one, two, three and four years, respectively ; vacan- 


cies arising from expiration of term to be filled at the annual 
meetings of the Association, other vacancies which may 


arise to be filled by the cones at the time they may 
occur. 

Resolved, further ; That this committee D “to 
arrange with the directory of the State and other fair asso- 
ciations ia this State, for educational exhibits, offering 
suitable premiums for school work and exhibits at the annual 
expositions of their respective associations. ' 

Resolved, further, That this committee provide necessary 
information upon the subject of these exhibits for'teachers 
and school officers throughout the State, and endeavor to 
secure in the various schools expositions showing the work 
done by all pupils and classes in the several branches 
taught. 

Resolved, further; That the sanie, committee also devise 
and publish a plan for a school exposition in connection with 
the annual meeting of the State Teacher's Association. - 

The report on nomirations was presented and adopted. 
It was as follows: 

For President-—Rev. G. A. Jones, of Russellville. 

For Vice-President—Jno. C. Littlepage; of Washington. 

For Treasurer—O.-F. Russell, of Little Rock. . 

For Secretary—J. F. Howell, of Lonoke. 

A telegram of greeting was received from the Missouri 
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State Teachers’. Association, in session at Sweet Springs, | 

Mo. The secretary was directed to prepare and هن‎ a 

suitable reply. ۱ 
A letter | was received from W. C. Parhau of Benton, 


regretting his necessary absence from the Association. 
‘Adjourned. 


At 8:30 p. m. the Association met. ۳ by Rev. Mr. 
Evans. The choir favored us with more of their inspiring ` 
musie during the exercises of the evening. 

An entertaining address was delivered on “N atural 
Sciences " by J. F. Rives, Jr. : 

* Miss Ruth McBride read a paper on ze 0 Ok 

A paper on ** Value of Teachers’ Meetings " was read by 
J. F. Howell. 

Resolutions were offered expressing the thanks of the  ,- 
Association to the different railway lines for free or reduced ` 
rates offered to members on return trip ; to the citizens. of 


us during ‘our stay ; to the Hot Springs Bathing Association 
for free baths; to the pastor and congregation of the M. 
E. Church for the use of their house of worship; to the 
choir for their excellent music; to the president for his: 
courtesy, firmness and efficiency; to H. N. Wheaton for 
reporting tbe proceedings of this Association, and to the 
Sentinel-Star for publishing the same. 

A resolution was also adopted warmly recommending the 
Arkansas School Journal to the teachers of the State, and 
readopting it as the official organ of this Association. f 

A beautiful black walnut dlt was presented with 
appropriate remarks to the Association by the retiring presi- ۱ 
dent, C. P. Conrad. This mallet was made from a log of’ 
an old house at Fayetteville, known to have been built at ` 
least forty years ago. It was received by the president 
elect, Rev. G. A. Jones. d 

President Conrad then declared the convention ad journed 
sine die. 


| J.F. HOWELL, Secretary. 5, 


` Hot Springs for the bountiful and free entertainment given 
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 


i xe LE “ee 


e | E < l » - 
BY W. H. BARRY, M. D. 
: Ladies mu Ge of the Arkansas “State Teachers’ 


Association: e ۲ 


I have been honored with ۰ privilege, and blessed with 
the opportunity of extending to you the hand of. welcome. 


Welcome to our luxuriant hotels, comfortable boarding * 
houses, and hospitable private residences, which have opened 


wide their doors for your comfort and your accommodation. 
I bid you welcome to our bath-houses, the finest in the 
world, where you can bathe your weary limbs in thermal 
waters as pure and limpid as the sparkling Neva—placed 
here by an all-wise and benificent Providence for the healing 
of the nations. And if any of -you, care-worn, wearied 
teachers chance tobe afflicted with rheumatics or gout, 
phrenitis or nehpretis; hysteria or hypochondriasis, or 


indeed almost any of the diseases that . school teachers are ` 


heir to, or incident to, you are welcome to the consulting 
room of any of our worthy physicians. Iam authorized to 
bid yon welcome .to the most delicate courtesies, the most 
tender kindnesses, and the. most careful attentions of a 
generous, noble and magnanimous citizenship—a citizenship 
whose generosity and charity to the sick and afflicted hath 
no parallel in American history—a. citizenship whose philan- 


DEM energy and -enterprise are. “unsurpassed. in the: 


civilized’ world. We tender you, ladies and: gentlemen of 
the State Teachers’ Association, our choicest blessings, our 
warmest friendships, our most joyous. greetings. 

In the name of the official authorities of the city of Hot , 
Springs, I bid you welcome to ‘all the hospitalities of this: 


picturesque and romantic city. And though we may not be 


x 
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able to point you to grand old temples, once- hallowed by ` 
the footsteps of the Cæsars, to the cottage of Romulus, or 
the golden palace of Nero; to a' great Roman ‘forum, in | 
which the thunders of Cicero's eloquence once struck terror ` 
to tyrants, and procured for him the admiration of -the 
world; toa coliseum, standing like a huge mountain of 
Parian marble, where gladiators bled, and wild beasts were 
. Slain ; to lofty Ilion towers, reaching to the skies, and bath- d 
ing their gray battlements in the blue clouds of heaven ; to 
Babylonian walls and erial gardens filled with fragrant 
flowers ; to Egyptian pyramids, which have stood for ages 
and ages, as one of the seven wonders of the world; toa . 
Colussus of Rhodes, standing with one foot on either bank 
of a majestic river. But we point you, with equal pride, 
to our thermal waters, the wonder of the world—unparal- 
` lelled by anything known i in ancient or modern days ; natu: 
ral, earth-heated thermal waters for the alleviation of suffer- 
ing humanity—for the healing of the nations. With equal 
pride we point you 1o the native beauty and grandeur-of our 
immediate surroundings. Go climb the rugged mountains 
overshadowing our sequestered valley—stand upon the sum- 
mits of these giddy heights and view the grand and magnifi- 
cent landseape spread out before you. Mountains, hills, 
table lands and valleys, admirably interspersed with evér- 
greens, present a picture so beautiful, and so grand, that 
we never tire gazing on nature in these her loveliest robes. 
Sean the horizon in every direction, the Ozark range of 
mountains looms up grandly in the dim, dizzy distance. - 

^ Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps arise." : 

In this romantic mountain canyon, stands a rapidly grow- 
ing city, filled with invalids from all quarters of the Amen, 
can continent, and from beyond the great seas, who bathe 
their weary, aching limbs in these thermal waters, and 
drink freely of the health-restoring, life-giving nectar.. A 
city seéond, in point of population, in this State, only to 
Little Rock—the City of Roses—our flourishing capitol city, _ 
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and paramount ‘in point of interest and importance even to 
this beautiful city—the pride of the nation, a modern Be- 
thesda—an American Baden-Baden.. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the, Arkansas Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, we are fully cognizant of the great importance of the 
profession, and the personages whom we to-night have the 
honor of entertaining. Well do we understand, and fully : 
"do we recognize the great power and wonderful influence 
exerted by the school-teachers all -over this broad land. It . 
is a power that moves the hand, that fixes the destiny of 
individuals and of nations—shapes the character of empires, 
and establishes the oua iy of kingdoms. As the gentle 
breezes pass over the sufface of the; earth on a sultry sum- 
mer day, bearing comfort and delight to sweltering human- 
‘ity, so does the wholesome influences of teachers permeate 
every nook and every corner of the whole habitable globe— 
freighted with wisdom and knowledge, leading to prosperity, 
piety, usefulness. and happiness. | 

The political, social ànd moral opinions of a nation : are as . 
plastic materials, in the hands of teachers, to be molded - 
into such shape as their wisdom and discretion may direct. 
And, as the potter hath power over the same lump of clay ` 
to make one vessel to honor, and another to dishonor, so . 
hath the teacher the. power to mould public opinion. for the 
weal of the people, or the woe of the nation. What a glo- 
rious work for teachers! What powerful responsibilities ! 
How imperitively necessary that teachers should thoroughly 
prepare themselves for the important duties- that devolve 
upon them! We must ever remember— 

i Errors, like straws, on the surface flow; 
He who would seek for pearls must dive below.” 

I might venture. to congratulate you, ladies and gentle- 
men, on your success in organizing and establishing a per- 
manent **Teachers' Association”? in this State, looking to 


. Our intellectual development, our material interest and. pros- 


perity. In mineral resources—gold, silver, copper, lead, 
-18 PIR ^ ۱ ; 
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salt, slate, inexhaustible beds of superior coal, and in agri- 
cultural and horticultural resources, we are inferior to no 
State in the American Union. We have an admirable di- ` 
mate, navigable rivers, immense forests of live- timber, and 
an energetic, thrifty and honest population. ' Indeed, ladies 
and gentlemen, we have here among us, in our own beloved 
State, all the elements -of greatness, all the materials of ` 
wealth—everything that can make a State great, grand and | 
glorious. Exercise industry, energy, enterprise, determi- 
nation and wisdom, and development will follow as natu- 
rally as night follows day. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the Arkansas State Teachers’ 
Association, yoursis the foundation work—the basis of a 
grand superstructure. You stand upon the threshold of the 
watchtower. Organized and Systethatized, the task is half 
accomplished—the work almost done. 

The destiny of nations depends upon education—-intellec-, . 
tual culture. Rome held, even in the dark ages, and still 
holds a respectable standing among the nations of the world 
for her learning and science ; but ی‎ unkaphy Greece— 
the last gleam of her glory was extinguished i in Byzantium’s 
tomb; the last star, of her learning went down in the long 

night of barbarism, and the last remnant of her renown was 
annihilated in the ravages of the unrelenting Moslem. ) 

That knowledge, is power, may be read in every page of 
history, and 1 in every achievement of man. The rise and 
ruin of empires is full « of the truth of this aphorism. We 
are informed that the single : arm of Archimedes was enabled, 
by his knowledge, to defend Syracuse against the legions of 
Rome, and to defy the wrath of a combined world. 

The press, that mighty power for disseminating. intelli- 
gence ; the compass_which unerringly guides the sailor across 
the trackless, majestic ocean ; the application of steam, that 
mighty power on the land and on the high seas ; the electric 
telegraph, transmitting thought around the world in the 


twinkle of an eye; the telephone by which conversation ds 
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had between parties who are separated by ‘miles and miles— 
are all the result, of education—intellectual culture. "Why: 
does gigantic Russia, the terror of the Turk, tremble at the 


armies of England? And why was the Russian successful. 
in triumphing over the Turk, and planting is standard op ~ 


the walls of Stamboul, when a thousand sabres glistened with 
the blood of the bravest heroes? It was the result of education 
—intellectual cultivation—it was the result of the superiority 
of mind over matter; of intelligence over ignorance, and 
superstition. 

The united effort of our teachers will carry: intelligence 
and virtue to millions. Active education is ever on the 
increase, and it is destined, ere long, to become a vast and 
incomprehensible national treasury. Give your children 
fortunes without education, and a vast majority of them will. 
go down to the tomb of oblivion—perchance of shame and 
ruin, and misery, and degredation, and disgrace. Givethem 
education, and they wiil accumulate fortunes, do good in the 
world, and die lamented. Education is an inheritance worth 


more than gold. Your children can neither spend or lose. 
it.. Through life it will be a friend, and i iu death a delight- ۰ 


ful consolation. Educate your children and no tyrant will 
triumph over your liberties, or trample upon: ‘the ruins of 


your freedom, ee Education is a companion which no mis- . 


fortune can depress—no crime ean destroy—no enemy can 
alienate—no despotism can enslave. At home a friend— 
abroad, an introduction—in solitude a solice—and in society 
an ornament." i 

Ladies and gentlemen, while we iive such wonderful edu- 
cational results manifesting themselves iv this life, ‘there are 
still other and, grander results. to follow. This world is not 
an eternal abiding place, and this life is only a probationary 
state in which to prepare for its continuation nnder more 
favorable circumstances in a future world. In this life the 
operations of the mind are, comparatively speaking, ex- 


tremely limited. We are; as it were, chained to a stake, , 


+ 


H 


D 
i} t 
S * 

۰ 


( 140 ) 


and can only move over a limited space ; but when we enter. 
into our higher life beyond the Jordan of death, we take ` 


our stand somewhere on the everlasting slopes of the moun- 


tains of wisdom, and at once begin to ascend and that too ۰ 


| 


under the -most auspicious circumstances, climbing higher 
and higher, going on forever from one degree of perfection 
to another, without even arriving at a period ; and when the 


ransomed mind shall comprehend, as it it will do, the pres- l 


RÀ 


ent creation of God, vast as it is, God will, beyond a doubt, 
prepare new creations, ample for the operations of the 
ransomed mind. 


Ladies and gentlemen, let me say to you in conclusion 
that each and every teacher who shall do his or her duty 


faithfully, shall have a higher reward. When a teacher can ` 


look back over a long life devoted to the glory of God, the 
cultivation of the mind, and the consequent building up of a 
nation, then is it that life becomes truly EISES and the 
grave really g glorious. 


When the foam of the last wave of time shall whiten your 
heads, and the last trump shall echo in your ears, then will 
the recollection of your past labors light up the gloom of 
the grave, and soothe and soften the pangs of dissolution. 
And when you shall have long slumbered in the grave; 
when every trace of the unhappy Indian shall have been 
buried in oblivion ; when other cities shall arise in this State 
and shall rival the ancient glories of Greece and Rome, then 
shall the memories of your labors still live. 


“In the world’s great battle, 

In the bivouac of life, 

Be not like dumb, driven cattle— 
Be a hero in the strife” 
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RESPONSE TO ADDRESS OF ‘WELCOME. 


3 ; - 
BY PROF. J; S. WILBANKS, AUSTIN. 


Mr. President, Members of | the Arkansas State Teachers’ 
. Association, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It may not be an easy task, but it ought to be a pleasure 
to respond to that address of welcome. It seems to have 
come from the heart, and it has gone to the heart; so we 
thank the honorable gentleman for the cordiality of the wel- 
come we have just received. We rejoice to’ be welcomed 
to the city of Hot Springs, where there is so much refine- 
ment, intelligence and hospitality. ۲۷۲۵ are delighted to be 
welcomed to the hotels, bath-houses, physicians' offices, etc. ; 


but not because so many of us are invalids—there may be - 


some remains of rheumatism among us, but teachers have 
no time for hysteria. 

But, Mr. President, we do thank Dr. Barry, and those he 
represented, for the welcome he gave us as teachers—as 
members of a learned and honored profession. We claim 
to belong to a profession of the first importance. Our busi- 
ness is with the young, the children, the hope of the Church 
and State; to educate them hysically, mentally and mor- 
ally; to train them to acquire\knowledge, to retain the 
knowledge acquired, to reproduce it when needed, to com- 
pare, to weigh, and to classify. The learned professions do 


not only demand an edueation, but a special education.. 


The same is true of the profession of teaching. .The teach- 
er must not only be familiar with the subject taught, but 
with the mind which is to be instructed. 

Reading may make a full man, conversation a fluent man, 
and writing an accurate man ; but thinking alone can make a 
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strong man. And رت‎ of manhood and womanhood jg 
what we want; that is, neither breadth nor polish can com: ` 
pensate for the want of strength. The teacher’s mainjwork, 
then, is-to make strong thinkers ; but they must be accurate 
and systematic thinkers. In conclusion, then, allow ‘me to 
say that we are proud of our profession. Hence, ‘we do 
heartily thank the honorable gentleman for welcoming us 
' as a profession of so much importance. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


I find myself, to-night, somewhat in the position of a 
youth about whom an old friend of mine—whose sons I 
taught, and whose daughters were objects of my especial’ 
and tender care—frequently told. This youth, starting out 
for an evening’s ride with a fair one, regretfully thought 
within himself—‘‘such a short road to go, and such a great 
deal to say." And I sincerely trust that you may not 
decide that I have fallen into just his entanglement, when 
he freqnently تن‎ upon his return, such a long | road and 
nothing to say.’ 

Nor can I say to you, in the Si of that voluptuous 
emperor, Tiberias, who, wrote from his luxurious summer 
palace at Capræ: ‘*What to write to you, Conscript 
Fathers, or why at all to write, may all the gods and god- 
desses destroy me worse than I feel that they are daily de. - 
stroying me, if I know." e l 

If I should attempt, as my ‘‘address,’’ to give you a sur- 
vey of the school-work the past year in Arkansas, I should 
begin without a beginning. `I wish for a pattern after which 
to model my annual review. In my connection of three 
years with this Association, I have three times listened to 
the **Annual Address by the President.” The ‘first address 
was jotted down, on a railway train, as the writer was on 
his way to the place of meeting. The second was, indeed, ` 
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words of-wisdom from a man of ripe experience—but not 
the ‘‘address’’ which he had prepared for his “annual.” The 
third was more nearly-what we expected—in the sound and 
earnest thoughts of a man who had lived and worked as a 
teacher, and who gave us precepts which we would do well 
to follow. But a young man who ventures to draw from the 
depths of his own wisdom and experience, runs the risk of 
being rightly read out of such a body as this br some. kind 
friend who can repeat to him the words of Artemus Ward 
to this aspiring class of human beings. ` 

A survey of the educational work in Arkansas, during the 
past year, could but call to mird that which most, of you 
must know, for you'have been the doers of the work. And 
yet 1 feel and know that much might be said óf. our real 
'progress in twelve months, that could not fail to interest all 
friends of education here, and arouse to new zeal and activity 
those who ‘are striving to push forward the good work i in our 
State. Zn 


The past, the present, and the fature of ner work 
in Arkarisas will engage our attention during every session 
of this our annual meeting ; and I shall but attempt to make 
such a beginning às will enable those who are to follow me 
to develop and carry out this line of thought—which must 
be chiefest in the mind of every true friend of real progress, 
of a higher civilization in Arkansas. Instead of attempt- 
ing to present each subject. which may come up for consid- 
eration in the three-fold light of a present, a past, and a ` 
future, I shall only hint at the **has been ;’’ call attention 
to thàt which is; and suggest, as far as I mag, our future. 


In considering the estimate placed by our people upon the 
value of education, my limited time and. the few statistics 
at my command forbid but a’ brief summary of facts and 
suggestive thought. _ The interest i in popular education may 
be measured by the moneys expended by the people upon 
this object. ‘And we find that, year - by ` year, the reports 
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show a steady increase in the State expenditures for the . 
common schools of our State. ۰ 

Statistics may offer very uninviting entertainment, but, 
like the barren rocks of our mountains, they furnish solid 
foundations upon which to build towers of observation, from 
which we may confidently look out upon the future. 

I have before me some tables which I have made, a few 
examples from which will suffice to give us great encourage- 
ment : 

SCHOOL STATISTICS FOR ARKANSAS, 1876—1881. 


1876 1877 1878 1879 1880 1882 
[( AACR. coe ides 16,690 33,370)  33,140| 53,048)  125,000| 140,000 
Paid to teachers......... $ 75,299| و‎ 127, 000! $ 121,000| $199,000| $192,000| $ 225,000 
State appropriation.....|........-- 177,000; 168, 000 148, 000 ` 238,00 250, 000 
Totalrevenues, ........ 194,445|  926,000| 170,000} 257,000) 560,000. 710,000 


If,now, we compare this with the showing from older. 
Sates, we will see that our people are not behind in their 
growing appreciation of the value of this free gift to all 


classes. 
` SCHOOL STATISTICS FOR 1880. . 

School Population.| Attendance. | Schools. ” Revenue. 
کے‎ es NENN TEE Peu e نت‎ 
Virginia «eee ام‎ 9400 5,384 $596,575 
W. Virginia..........) 213,441 142,850 3,811 620,126 
North Carolina..... . Sch MeL S500 3,766 359,883 
Georgia... .. .| 433444 —— , 806,563 5,916 471,029 
Alabama... ور‎ odlored. | 0 4,597 376,092 
Arkansas............| 255,286 125,000 — | 0 500,000 


‘We are glad to know and feel that our people are alive to 
the value of education. It could not be well otherwise! 
Every interest of the State, puplic and -private, calls upon 
her enlightened citizens to educate—to elevate—her people. 
‘“A popular government’’ says Madison, ‘‘without popular 
information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue 
to a farce, or 4 tragedy, or, perhaps, to both." «Every 
educated citizen," says Denton, **is a fresh -element of 
power and efficiency.’ 

No State in the Union, I think I can safely Say» is now dc- 
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veloping more rapidly its material interests than is Arkansas. 
Blessed with the finest soz? upon. the continent—to be found 
over the broad eastern and southern cotton-growing districts ; 
to be found in the grain-and grass lands of the northern and 
middle and western portions of our State ; blessed again, in 
its vast undeveloped  coal-fields,—extending. along the 
Arkansas, from Conway and Perry on the east, to Crawford 
and Sebastian on the west; in its yet scarcely touched 
forests of walnut and cedar, cherry, pine, hickory, maple, 
ash and oak ; in resources of water-power which are, almost 
inconceivable ; and blessed in its untold and'unknown wealth 
—to be found within the limestone hills of twenty counties 
of the north ; in the vast deposits of zinc, manganese, and 
iron, in various parts of the State ; and in the more recently 
discovered and promising lodes of the precious metals in this 
vicinity. | ۱ 


The people of our State have greater incentives. 7 rise ge 
the 12 ht of a just conception of their own „responsibilities 
in this matter of the education of the people—their elevation 
and enlightenment. Such a course is dictated by an intelli- 
gent desire rightly to develope the resources of the State— 
to take from the ground the natural products, and properly 
to prepare those products for a higher and higher market ; 
to enhance the value of that, which, without skilled labor, 
serves to enrich only those second and third-hand producers 
living outside of the State. Such a course is dictated by a 
desire to secure a wise economy in government; to prevent 
and punish crime in our midst ; to secure the greatest safety | 


_ to person and property, and the highest welfare of the whole 
people. In support of these latter statements, I need only 


refer you to statistics.showing the relative eost to existing 


| governments of vice and i ignorance, and of virtue and intelli- 
„gence. Moreover, in this country of a freeborn and sov- 


ereign people, the right of suffrage, belonging to every man, 


; imposes upon those into whose hands come the affairs of 


State a high and responsible duoc provide for the 
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` education and enlightenment of the voter. The power -of i 


the individual in making and maintaining government, 
is a fact which is daily held up before us.’ The government 
takes its tone, its color, from the people. Iam not to be 
understood as saying that the youth should be educated 
merely because he is to be a citizen, but rather because he is 


to be man. Hence it is, that certain narrow views'in regard , 


to what constitutes education are at fault, in that the fact : 


is lost sight of that it is through the developement of the 


entire man that we arrive at the good and ‘useful citizen. 
It is also true, that just in proportion-as the man is prepared 
to advance his own highest interests, will the citizen be 
fitted to serve the State. ۱ 

. We turn now to look at the schools of our State and their 
immediate interests. It would be deeply interesting, had we 
time to follow up their early history, and trace their growth 
through the lowest forms of school life; their long struggle 
against difficulties on every hand and in every form ; the rude 
log hut, in the ‘‘old field," with its dirt floor, the clapboard 


roof weighted down by logs, the door hung upon wooden . 
fastenings, the log seats, and the writing desk—a hewn slab ` 
supported upon uprights, for which a single pole let intothe ` 


uprights parallel to the slab and directly under it furnished 
the seat ; and the master, of a piece with his house, some 
impecunious fellow of the neighborhood, or some sickly son 
‘unfit for the fields, or some hireling from a distance, whose 
care for the lambs could be only that of a hireling—it may 
be brutal, often ignorant. Such was their beginnings. 
d Gladly we survey the results of patient years of growth, 
until now not a county in the State but'can boast of its dis- 
trict schools ; and all of our towns are seen to vie with each 
other in the elegant and well-arranged buildings which are 
going up—handsome brick, or commodious wooden strué- 
tures are to be found all over the State. But more of this 
` development later. 
The private school will always have to rely Eg upon its 


i 


NUT MR RUN TONPRTTIT شلف‎ Adel AA ikalia Gei 


C DE 


۰ » ^ ۱ ` ۰ ` 4” »۾‎ D ' 
own merits—one reason-perhaps, of its superiority in many 
eases——and in' whatever neighborhood it may have been 


planted, there is no better evidence of growth, development, 
and increased prosperity, than the success of the neighbor- ` 


hood school. Asa rule; it is only the góod school, the use- 
ful school, which will be a success; and where a sufficient 
interest has been awakened, where patrons are willing to 
pay for a high order of talent, there, we feel sure has lfved 
and labored.a competent téacher. DE "n 

In Arkansas, as in every State in the South, one of the 
greatest obstacles in the way of the growth'and progress 
of public schools was that deep-seated prejudice in the minds 
of the people against them—a prejudice which has not yet 
faded from the minds of all our people. 

Referring to this opposition to public -schools, General 
Agent Curry says: **Seme excellent and able men have 
deep-seated convictions, arising “from political, social, or 
religious reasons, adverse to gratuitous education." And I 
fear that there are’some now within the sound of my voice, 
who think there i is too much said about this recent innova- 
tion. 7 

In talking over these matters, it will be best not to con- 
ceal anything from ourselves. There is a danger which 
may arise in thus advocating before popular assemblies a 
‘plan for gratuitous education: The dangér lies in the 
appeal. which the demagogue may make to popular preju- 
dice, in order to further his own ends—the demand of the 
communist upon the public purse. But this aside. I feel 
sure that with the more intelligent this feeling, this opposi- 
tion, will die out within one generation. Itis not, however, 
from this class alone that opposition comes. Where pro- 
perty is held by the ignorant and unlettered, the value `of 
this “liberty of the reason" may.not be appreciated. The 
voter at the polls may check the progress of his. district, 
may keep down school-houses, may shut out teachers. As 
one has said, > Ignorance does not feel the needs." «Free 
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schools have a ceaseless enemy in the illiteracy of the ‘mags. 


22 


es. 


Some progress has been made, however, since Gov. Berk- 
ley, of Virginia, said, in 1660.. «I thank God that there ` 
are no free schools or printing presses, and hope we shall 
not have these hundred years.?’ I i 


What words to fall from the lips of one who was called 
Governor of that grand old commonwealth! Poor old 
Virginia! The native born, must, in sorrow, confess that 
she is now a worthy object for your sympathy; with her 
grand and hoary head bowed in the dust of humiliation ; 
with her intelligence and culture trodden under foot ‘by 
ignorance and greed ! 


ga yet how lovely in thine age of woe, 
Land of lost gods and godlike men! art thot!” 


But what a change is evident throughout the South! How 
few there are who will dare question the right and expedi- 
ency of education, by the State, of all who will accept the 
gift! Who can, or will dare stand in front of this great, 
grand wave of educational effort, which has been rising for 
ten, aye, twenty years; and is now breaking, with mighty 
and irresistible force, over our southern land—bringing 
upon its noble crest, and in its deep, pure hollow those 
germs of immortal ideas, which, transplanted from bleak 
New England, shall bear rich and becoming fruitage in our 
sunny south-land? We can and do thank New England for 
what she has given us. And if the South of to-day—the 
new South—is characterized by any one thing more than 
another, itis by her entire readiness—aye, her anxiety, to 
receive and engraft upon her pure and noble stock any ánd 
all of the buds and shoots of à true life, of a real. progress, 
from whatever source she may receive them. I may cite, 
as a single illustration of what I have claimed for the South, ` 
the 561,000 spindles which have been set going at the South 
—representing, as they do, capital to the amount of 
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$12,000,000, which. ‘has been invested for the purpose . of 
manufacturing, at home, her own cotton fibre. 

Only this, however. This: seed, planted in other soil, 
must grow up in.accordance with the conditions which sur- 
round it. Our friends, who know us not as we know our- 
selves, must be content to let us develop as we feel is best 
and natural for us. The youth of our beloved Southern 
land must be moulded into Southern gentlemen—aye, and 
Southern gentle-women, too. l 

I said that these schools are growing in favor. ' Mr. Den- 
ton’s report speaks conclusively of the decline of hostility, 
and of the growth of the system. What, then, are some of 
the measures which we, as teachers, should advocate before 
the people of this State? 

Our people should see the importance of levying the full 
five-mill tax. Their willingness to make the levy will rest 
largely with you, and entirely with you will it rest whether 
or not they will do, as in some parts of the State they have 
done, go beyond the five-mill tax, and, oy private subscrip- 
tion, raise revenues ‘sufficient to provide. first-class, nine- 
months’ schools. This is a matter of very grave import- 
ance; and, wherever it is possible, the school term should 
be extended to this full time. That neighborhood which 
supports only a three-months’ school, lives on iu a’ state of 
semi-intellectual starvation. 

The aix-month term should be the minimum, and where 
it is possible, the school-house should be Sept open for 
nine months, i 

There are two plain reasons for advocating the longer 
terms, viz: The very small advancement possible, where the 
child is given so little time to get, and so much time to 
forget; and the utter impossibility of employing competent 
teachers, when their time is to be utilized but- three or six 
months out of the year. 

Another suggestion: The success of thé schools will 
largely depend upon successful supervision. Such super- 
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vision is demanded on the simplest maxims, known and used ` 
by all business men who have moneys or interests which ` 
have to be cared for. As in the bank, the mercantile house, | 
the machine-shop, the factory, the mill, and the mine, 
economy leads to the employing of intelligent and capable 

tellers, foremen, master-mechanics, and **bosses," so in the 
expenditure of moneys by and for the State, there must be : 

general and specific supervision. 

If you will interest yourselves in securing examiners and 
directors who will take an intelligent, active interest in - the. 
affairs of the school—and the educational work in our State | 
is suffering, where positions have been filled by men not in 
full sympathy with common sehool work—they : will not: 
only secure for yóu more liberal endowment and needed: 
assistance, they will stand between you and unreasonable: 
patrons, warding off dangers and extricating you from dif-: 
ficulties into which you may fall. 

Again: I congratulate you that the idea is growing! 
stronger each year that the wasteful overflows from the 
general treasury may be utilized.by affording more material 
aid in the education of the people. 

The proposed bill—**to provide for the M of com- 
mon schools’’—which appropriates for the next five years 
$10,000,000 annually for this purpose, to be distributed 
according to the ratio of illiteracy, would confer incalcula- 
ble blessings upon the South. ۱ 

It is estimated that our own State would receive from the 
proposed five per cent. land bill $200,000. 

“To put free schools, adequate for universal education, 
on a permanent basis in the South, and avert an imminent 


peril to our free institutions," Mr. Curry says, **there must 
1 


{ 


be help, from the general government. Si 

It is in-the power of, and it is no less the province of the 
teachers of our State to urge upon.our representatives ‘the 
importance of advocating such measures. Our people are 
yet very far from appreciating their full duty to their chil- 
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dren—are very slow to see the great and real advantages 
which better education will bring. Very many still refuse 
to burden the strong for the benefit of the weak. Especially 
should we remember that so long as the great mass of our 
people in the rural districte remain without means to secure 
the comforts and luxuries of life, so long will pecuniary aid. 
be required from without, in order that a proper grade of 
talent may be secured, and for. a. proper length of time. 
The ignorant must be aided, and led to put. aside their ignor- 
ance, before you ean expect them to pay for that—of which 
they cannot know the value. l i 
Again: I congratulate you upon the superiority of the 
text-books now put into the hands of pupils—superior in 
style and finish; containing more matter, and more valua- 
ble matter; higher in their aim and purpose; tending 
rather to develop than to fill; encouraging the pupil to 
-think for himself, and leading him to question further upon, 
all that he sees and hears. I might speak in like manner of 
the enlightened ideas now prevalent in regard to school 
furniture—all the implements of the school-room. This 
has been by no means an unimportant advance. Especially 
would I ask your attention to the efforts now being generally 
made to disseminate more correct ideas upon. the hygiene of 
the school-room, both in regard to construction of buildings 
and daily care and attention to hygienic conditions. 
It is à source of no small satisfaction to friends of edu- 
cation in our State that teachers of a better grade are being 
introduced into many of our schools. Says General Agent 
Curry: **Our chief educational need is better teaching.- Much 
error and prejudice linger in the publie mind in reference to 
the art of teaching. Instead of being based upon the 
principles of the human mind, teaching is too often a 
mechanical routine, and is resorted to as a mere temporary 
make-shift.’’ To those who bear no friendly feeling to- 
wards the- established normal schools, allow me to say that 
these schools have at least this value, that through such 
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agencies it will be possible to establish the conviction that ' 


some special preparation is necessary for.this special work | 


of teaching; and hence, only those who do this work as 
their life-work, who make this their profession, will be 
recognized 4s fit to become teachers, in the fullest, broadest ` 
sense. It is thus, and thus`alone, that the profession of. 
teaching will be recognized as such, and take rank, as it. 


should do, with the learned and honorable professions. f 


Just so long as the idea prevails that the individual scho 


is fit for nothing else—can teach ; that willingness to teach 


a school, on the part of any young man who wishes to. 
spend a year in getting ready to do something else, or of 


any young woman, wishing to secure the wherewithal for 
the wedding outfit—is sufficient evidence of ample qualifi- 


cation for this work, just so long will our teachers. be. 


selected, as they now are in too many parts of our State; 
simply because of their **cheapness." Such teachers can 
afford to do, for a nominal salary, that which they can 
never do thoroughly well. -**The more intelligent a man is, 
the greater are his wants, and the higher must be his wages 
in order that he may meet his increased necessities.’’ . 1۵001 
ant labor has soul wants to supply, and hence is content 
with low wages." 2 . 

It is the ignorant, the unlettered, the incompetent teacher 


who is the ‘‘cheap’’ teacher. Now, let me not be misun- - 


derstood. I recognize the difficulties existing in our State 
at present, owing to which, it is simply impossible, were it 
desirable, to exclude from the school-house all who do not 


purpose „to enter it for life. On the contrary, I recognize. 


the fact that many a noble young man, many an indus: 
trious and independent young woman, has made this the 


stepping-stone to something higher in life ; and I can assure l 


such that there is no man more ready than I am to extend 8 
helping hand, and wish them a **God speed.” 
Nor am I to be understood as saying, or thinking, that 


the youth who, from year to year, go out from our acade- : 
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mies and colleges should abstain from this work, save only 
as a life-long profession. By no means. They have had, 
in part at least, such special preparation. And Arkansas 
could ill-afford to do -without the aid now being given her 
by her owu sons and daughters who have passed through 
the portals of her ‘own colleges. It is against that class 
who do nothing, who have done nothing real and honest in 
order to prepare themselves for teaching, that I speak. 

I am glad to know that the dangerous fallacy of the 
“cheap teacher" is being put before the people in its true 
light. a 

I congratulate you upon the fact that our local boards _ 
are beginning to see thatthis short-sighted economy is work- 
ing irreparable injury to the minds and characters of the young 
pupils in our schools ; and I think that, already, I «see the 
time not far distant when each applicant for this responsible 
office, whether as-**teacher" in the primary grade of the 
country school, or as **professor" in college or university, 
will be called upon to give evidence that a required term has 
been served in some reputable institution, which shall have: 
fitted him directly for the ee of these high and im- 
portant duties. 

Dr. Sears, in speaking of the schools of 1830, says: 
“Everything was mechanical, and followed a certain routine, 
repeating empty words in a way which ossified thought ; and 
the teacher had so many things to do at once, and never 
time to do any one thing well, that there was often not a 
little confusion." If I may be allowed to characterize the 
modern idea of teaching, I would say that it is developing, 
educating—in the more exact sense—‘‘drawing out." It 
emphasizes the power to think, rather than the power to 
remember. Both are valuable, both are necessary; but the. 
prominence given in the earlier schools to memorizing is, I 
take it, the prime source of much of the prejudice, still pre- 
valent, which ridicules the **utility of school teaching." The 


knowledge acquired( ?) was not useful, because it had never 
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entered into and formed part of the pupil—had: never, in 
fact, become his—and hence it was that when: subjected to 


the ‘‘test’’ of practical life, it failed—to borrow an 'expres-. 


sion of chemistry—to give a characteristic reaction,. oné 


which would prove its presence. 


From this, modern idea of what teaching should be—. 


**based upon the principles of the human mind," as already 


quoted—has developed the normal school, now recognized | 


as a necessity for thorough, economical and practical work 
in the schools of lower grades, and a valuable aid ‘in the 
higher work of the college and university ; in these latter the 
instructors having of neeessity, we should suppose, had a 
thorough schooling under teachers who were themselves 


masters, will have imbibed much of their spirit and method. 


of work. But the teaching of very young pupils is not the 
simple, easy task which some have thought it. Too often 


the young mind.has been forever ruined by ill treatment at 


* the hands of one totally ignorant: of its organization and 
laws. We commend to your attention the necessity of 
` greater care with your young people. | 


I ask your attention now, and finally, to the value of 00 


operative effort in education. 

Where there exist, and there must exist within the ionis 
f every State, a number of schools of different grades, 
` which are expected to achieve the education of the youth of 
the State, it is of first importance that the work to be done 
be so. systematized that each school shall have its own place, 
its own sphere of work. True progress will be realized only 


when the work of the lower shall be so co-ordinated and 
subordinated as to fit the pupil for the work in the higher ` 
schools; and when it shall not be expected that work once ` 


done must be gone over again simply in order to meet the 


deficiencies in the lower schools. Each school should take ` 


` up the work of its predecessor; should build upon it, ad- 
vancing to higher and more difficult work at each grade. 
To illustrate from the arts and manufactures. . The value 


2 


| -( 155 ) 
of any artificial product is in proportion to the amount and: 
kind of intelligent labor expended in its production. We 
may say that, in general, the. arts are of two clases, viz: 

arts of production and arts of fabrication. The first class. 
gives rise to the crude material which is, to be worked up by 

the second ; but this product may, in turn, be taken as the 

crude material for athird and higher grade of art, and, so on 

through many stages-—the value of the article produced being: 
enhanced many fold by each successive treatment. 

"Without stopping io develop, in detail, the application of 
this idea, the farmer, the miller, and the baker, practice arts 
which are thus co-operative ; so also the farmer, the faetory-- 
man, and the tailor; so, too, the miner, the smelter, the 
rolling-mill, or the maker of cutlery and jewelry. Just ۰ 
' the primary school, academy, high-school, college and uni- 

‘versity should be harmonized, each with every other, each 
doing its own proper work, each recognizing the work, of 
the school above or below, ‘and adapting itself to that 
work. l ۱ ۱ 

To carry our illustration further: Suppose the baker- 
should insist upon buying and utilizing directly the farmer’s- 
products ; and the tailor should overlook the factory-man ; 


or the miner attempt to sell his crude ore to the jeweler.. ` 


The product of the bakery would be useless ; the tailor could 
only lose money ; the miner would find his really valuable- 
ore a erude mockery to the jeweler. Even so, and much 
more so, it is a waste of valuable time and money; a cruel 
trial of patience; a souree of never-ending contention and. 
jarring, to attempt to lead the unformed, undeveloped, un- 
trained mind through those fields.of study which require: 
for their effective mastery: some degree of stability, of 
growth, and of discipline. As the watch-spring requires. 
for its formation from the 'erude ore certain definite steps 
or stages of development, such as the selecting and sorting 


of the ore, the fluxing, smelting, forging and refining, the- - 
addition of carbon necessary to form the steel, and then the- . 


( 156 ( 


dor ming and tempering of the spring—each step rising 
` higher i in the nicety and accuracy required for its right per- 
 formance—so in the development and discipline of the mind ` 
for higher and more difficult work, there are certain succes- | 
eive stages of growth, and these must each rest upon the F | 
work already done, nor can the last be accomplished without 
the former. ۱ I 
To illustrate again : ‘There are certain theories which . 
scientific men have to call to their aid when they attempt to ۰ 
instruct their pupils in the principles of the sciences ; when 
S they try to show them how certain phenomena are connected, 
how appearances which, when examined apart, may not 
, seem to have any kinship or relation, are really con- 
nected by what scientific men call Jaws. I say, they make 
, use of certain theories to enable them to place before the. 
minds of their pupils certain classes or groups of phenomena. 
| in such connection and relation as that one will recall, and ` 
Often explain another, or several others. To illustrate: A 
ball of iron when heated becomes larger than it was, or it 
may be made smaller by cooling below the natural temper- 
' ature. If heated strongly, the color changes—red, yellow, | 
blue and white. Now whence these changes? To give the 
_ pupil something by which all these may be classified and con- 
nected, he is told that all these phonomena may ‘be held to 
, depend upon motion. ‘*Motion of what?” he asks. Motion 
of the matter in the ball. «But how can motion make a 
— ball larger or smaller?" This leads you to ask him to con- 
ceive of all matter as made up of particles, which are sepa- 
rated by certain spaces; these particles may be made to. 
move faster or slower through the intervening’ space; may 
be thrust further apart, or be brought. nearer together—and 
you have given him a conception, possible at least, of the 
‘difference between a hot body and a cold one.  **Dut how," 
he asks, ‘can the mation, of the particles have anything to 
do with the color of.the ball?" Here you must ask him to 
tax his imagination still further to take a step, which I have 
۹ - ` | 
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found older people loath to take, to conceive of something ' : 
so light, so thin, that it is no. **substance'" at all, existing 
everywhere, in all bodies, throughout all space. . A şub- 
stance whose particles are so easily moved that a disturbance, 
produced anillions of miles away, istr ansmitted through the ` 
entire distance without loss or appreciable diminution in ef- 
fect. Ask him to conceive of such an ether in contact with’ 
this hot ball, and tell him that the little quivering. particles 
of iron, when they strike the other, set it in motion, and cause 
it to move in waves, like ripples upon.the surface of water 
when a stone is dropped into a pond; and that such ‘‘ether 
waves" move on from the ball until they strike his eye ; that 
as the ball gets **hotter,"' the particles vibrating faster, cause 
these waves to go out quicker,, shorter—and, falling upon 
his eye, these colors which he sees in the iron are due to the 
different lengths of these waves set up in this ether. Does he 
ask you to prove all this tohim? Very likely—or else with- 
holds judgment until later.. But, in trying to avoid the the- 
ory ; hegets little help later. He learns that the ray of 
light, reflected at a certain angle from a smooth surface, re- 
fuses to be reflected from a second surface whose plane is 
at right angles to that of the first; and that light, passing 
through plates of glass, or through certain minerals, will 
behave in a similar manner ; and for the conception of polar- 
ized light, in its varivus forms, he gladly avails himself of 
this theory of an ' ether. 5 

Equally difficult, or impossible, will be found the guiding 
of the undeveloped mind through the prolific fields of astro- 
nomical study ; of -higher mathematics, or the nicer distinc- 
tions of which the languages are susceptible. 

Hence; as I said, each successive stage in this development 
must be prepared for by that which has. preceded. 

, We, as teachers of this: State, eannot work independently 
of each other and expect to accomplish the highest results 
which are possible for us.working as one whole—as-one co- - 
operative harmonized body of Workers. 


P 


( 158 ر‎ < v ena 


On plain business principles co-operation is advisable. No 
company, or corporation, which holds the invested funds 


| -of its members, will intrust to one man their entire business ; 


neither will they employ several men, who shall act inde- 
pendently of each other in the management of their affairs. 
All business upon a large scale, is carried on upon the prin- 
-eiple of co-operative effort. 

How necessary that we apply this principle to the impor- 
‘tant work which we, the teachers of Arkansas, have in hand! 
There is no body of men who so nearly control the future of 
our State. The minds that must rule, the principles that 
must direct, the character that must stamp the people of 
this State—these all will follow as the results of our work 
upon the material intrusted to our charge. 

It is no vain spirit, it is no empty boast that we make, 
when we thus seemingly magnify the teacher's work. It is 
a great work, an important, a` responsible work, and that 
man or woman who fails to rise to the conception of the 
importance and the responsibility of the work in which we 
are engaged, is not rightly prepared to serve in the Hanks 
with us. 3 

I shall not attempt to suggest what steps should be taken 


to secure this desired end. This important work of estab- . 


lishing such a harmonious system of schools in our State as 


will result in the greatest good, the largest gains from the ۰ 


expenditures of mind and money, must be a work of time. 


But I would urge upon your attention the necessity of care- ` 


fully, earnestly and promptly considering what are the best 
measures which we can adopt in order to secure these re- 
sults. 


- 


Y 


THE BIBLE'S PLACE IN. OUR SCHOOLS. 


_ 


REV. I. L. BURROW, PRES’T CENTRAL INSTITUTE, ALTUS, ARK. 


The author said he had very much desired to hear some 


able teacher on this subject, but not having enjoyed that 


pleasure, he had selected it as a theme for his paper on this ۱ 


occasion. 


He said there were two opposing ideas among educators :- 


One places great stress upon what is old; the other 
ignores the old and emphasizes the new. The true idea is 
to try all things, and hold fast to what is good, both in 
religion and science ; extremes should always be avoided. 


We learn mainly through history, ancient and modern,. 
sacred and profane, traditional and written ; neither is to be. 


lightly considered. 
We ean know ourselves best by looking at the past 
through social, religious, political and governmental lights. 


Philosophy has been a great factor in the education of ` 


the world, but the religious element a greater. 

Any people are better understood through their religious 
system ‘than their ‘philosophical, or any other phase of 
civilization, as everything is colored by the prevailing 
religious sentiments. 

The Bible has given shape and coloring to every depart- 
ment of our government itself. From tte Bible was 
derived the germ of American Independence, and it is the 
source, from which have sprung our entire system of civil 
institutions, and from it has sprung our system of free 
education of the masses, which is now giving to our nation 
such unparalleled popularity among her sister nations. 
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Free Protestant: America stands upon a free use of a 
Protestant Bible و‎ 1 with her it is both the corner' stone and - 
cap stone. 

Since this book, the wisest and oldest, has ever performéd ` 
such a conspicuous part in all the true civilization of ,the 
world, and being to all English speaking nations the chief . 


factor in|their permanence and prosperity, then why should. 


it not be placed as the chief text-book in the curriculum of ` 
all our schools, from the common school to the highest ` 
universities ? 

As all must admit that the sentiments of Moses and the 
Prophets, Christ and the Apostles, should be instilled into. 
the hearts and minds of all our children, and it is evident 
that the family circle, Sunday-school and pulpit fail to 
accomplish this result, then the Bible as a text-book should 
be placed in the hands of the common school teacher, and 
let him use it at least with equal assiduity in his work as 
he does arithmetic or English grammar, then it will become the 
part of each child's mental constitution and social character. 
A common school education is a comparative failure in this 
country without a knowledge of the Bible. True, morality 
may be taught without the direct use of the Bible, but ` 
independent of it, never. America, in many respects, is 
the greatest nation on earth, but she can never establish her _ 
high claim to be the means, in the hands of God, in revo- 


 lutionizing and Christianizing the nations of the earth, until 


she places the Book of books where it ought to be, and 
keeps it at the head of every school organization in the 
Union. Moral cowardice seems to be the only reason why 
this is, not so. There is but one enemy to the common use 
of this text-book in our schools, and that is sectarianism, 
which is also the common enemy to all religious progress, 
except that dietated by sectarianism itself. s 
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‘COMPULSORY EDUCATION: 


- 


SYNOPSIS OF PROF. H. C. HAMMOND’S PAPER. 


The paper set forth the reasons for the undertaking by 
the State of educating its citizens. Increased value of such 
to the State commended it, economy commended it, safety 
demanded it. Danger to the commonwealth lies in an’ 
uneducated, discontented element. Its power, i. e., of 
educated element, depends on the presence of an uneducated 
element that it can mold. General education deprives it of 
material, and thus curtails its power. | 

Self-protection calls for courts, officers and jails, to sunk 
criminals. It may go further and call for the prevention of 
crime as consistently. i | 

Education does not prevent all crime, but the densest 
ignorance keeps company with the worst erimes: ۱ 

The tax-payer, with children to educate, gets a direct 
return. The one with none is.supposed to get an indirect 
, retürn in the safety ard increased value of his property. 
If a large proportion ‘of the young of the community do 
not attend school, he complains, and rightly, that his money 
is being wasted, and: he is not receiving the protection for 
which he thinks he pays. . 

This man, with one or two more, might pay 7 5 per cent. 
_of the taxes in a village. “His position is neither unfair nor 
illogical. 


Is it OE to have i in. our r schools. KEN forced to 
come ? dÉ 


Is it not natural that more than arguments should be 
needed? - ë 
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To the first it was answered that if the good children in - 
a community are to be kept uncontaminated, they must be | 
where whey will not hear or see any evil ; SS not go to 
any school, public or private. 

It by no means follows that, because a parent does not 
appreciate a child’s needs enough to send it till forced. to, 
that, therefore, such a child cannot be benefitted by ‘an 
education. 

To the second, we do not live in a Utopia ; must meet 
things as they are; government is foundéd on physical 
force. 5 

Governments once allowed a father, or an owner, to o 
children or animals to suit themselves. It has advanced 
beyond that point, and now proposes to inquire. whether 
cruelty is used or not. But it is no less cruel to dwarf the 
mind, starve the mental nature ; children have rights ; educa- 
tion is one of those rights. 

Children's labor is not generally needed to support the 
family, so that they cannot be spared for the school. 

The State may use any power at its command to reduce 
an insurrection. Insurrections come from ignorance. Hence, 
the State has a right to eliminate the i ignor SES by: compul- 
sion if necessary. 

Shall a State allow a wild class to grow up in its midst,’ - y 
for fear of interfering with a few individual rights? . l 

A man has a right to traffic in what he acquires honestly, 
but the law imposes restriction on his traffic in certain 
articles, and forbids him in regard to others, without being 
considered oppressive. But theory alone will not suffice; 
results of experiments in Compulsory Education are needed. 
These are not wanting. It has worked well abroad; is 
universal in Switzerland, the most industrious nation. The. 
wisest: statesmen in France, England, Germany and other 
countries are on record in favor of Compulsory Education, EE 
after seeing its workings. i ۱ 

Objected that this is a Republic, and what is suited to 
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monarchies is not to this country. This assertion is too 
sweeping, and is not a fact. ° 


But Compulsory Education did not originate abroad, but 


js an American. idea, originating in New England t ae hun- 


dred and twenty years ago. 

Condition of things in our own State: Do the people of 
Arkansas need any spur to keep them at the point of appre- 
ciating their privileges? The mere statement of this ques- 
tion to a gathering of instructors is enough. Everyone 
knows of a large percentage of abscences from very trifling 
causes. . l 

Public sentiment should be educated to prepare the way 
of the operation of the law. Compulsory Education in 
Arkansas would be premature. There are some things for 


which the best preparation is the duty itself. If anyone 


doubts the ability of Arkansians to endure as many laws as 


other people, he might “be profited by an examination of 


Gantt’s Digest, and the acts-of the last two or three Legis- 


latures. It is quite evident that the Solons of our State did . 


not so understand the condition of affairs regarding matters, 
other than Compulsory ‘Education. A politician may 
occasionally. find the people further ahead on this than 
he supposed. Canon Kingsley thought Compulsory Educa- 


tion un-English and offensive to the independént spirit of ` 


his countrymen, but found, to his surprise, that the working 
people wanted it ! He withdrew his objections at once. 

Tt was not the province of the paper to define the limits 
beyond which a یت‎ esed should not presume to insist 
on education. i 

The statement was made that Ene ed of the paper was 
to induce discussion. 
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EXPOSITIONS FOR OUR SCHOOLS. | 


O. F. RUSSELL, LITTLÉ ROCK. - 


As the nineteenth century approaches.its last decade, 
more than ever before the demand is for a practical educa- 
tion. By the use of the term **practical," I mean such 
education, such development of the faculties of the pupil, 
as will give the ability to perform well the duties of life, 
The question is not whether a knowledge of abstract facts 
is possessed, but whether the pupil has the powér fo do. 
This has led to the further questions, what should be 
expected of the child upon.leaving our schools, and how 
shall we know that lie possesses the required knowledge, 
skill and power? 2 

Our school law requires the following branches to be . 
taught in our common schools, viz: 

In language—reading, writing, spelling and grammar; 
geography, arithmetic and Uuited States history. The child 
of fourteen years of age should be able, after eight years of 
school life, from four to six months per year, to read well 
all matter the thought in which he can comprehend—to write 
neatly and legibly all words he uses in speech or reading— 
spelling them properly—in his language, spoken and written, 
to use correct English—to readily indite a well expressed letter 
of business or friendship—to write notes, receipts orders, bills, ۱ 
etc., quickly and correctly—to have storedin memory some 
‘good literature, and to know about the great writers, especi- 
ally of our own land and language. In arithmetic he should 
understand addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, 


_ integral, fractional and, compound ; know how to compute 


percentage and one good way to calculate interest; which 
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will enable him to engage in any of the ordinary duties of 
practical life, and qualify him to enter upon any course of 
special study, preparatory to professional ` or business voca- 
tions. In geography and history, he should know in detail 
that which pertains to his own country and time, with a defi- 
nite general knowledge of that belonging to all the past of 
the entire world. Besides this he'should possess a stock of 
accurate general information, and have formed. à habit of 
reading newspapers and acquired.a. love. for them. 

If a child wishes anything more than to do, itis to be seen 
doing, or that what it does may be seen. The desire to 
rule—to bear dominion, seems to be.inherent—inborn in the 
child. Let this desire be controlled, guided in the direction 
of ruling its own powers, bearing sway over those forms of 
physical nature which will give control of muscles and skill 
in their use, and the result is, in the greatest degree, educa- 
tional. The child cannot deal with abstractions. Learning 
is to him preceeding by very short steps, from the known 
to the unknown, from the present to the absent, from the 
simple to the complex, from the concrete to the abstract. 
Things should be used before signs, ideas before .words, 
thoughts before sentences. Education implants no new 
faculties, only trains and develops. those already existing. 
It would seem then the part of wisdom in educating the 
child—in training his existing faculties to make use of exist- - 
ingmeans to do so. If -the child loves to exercise its phys- 
ical organs, let the teacher use this love in its.training. If 
it loves to be seen—to have its attempts fo do observed—let 
the teacher provide for this seeing—this observation. Purely 
mental operation and processes are abstractions to the child, 
as also to many of older growth. ‘The mental faculties can 
only be reached through the physical. senses—thé mind be- 
ing incased i in. the body, only anal cete itself through. the 
bodily organs. 

Squeers, at 9 Hall, ? was vod, right i in 
his principles of teaching that the organs of sense as well as 
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preception must be brought into use, when he taught that 
**b-o-t-t-i-n-n-e-y"' spelled **botany," the study of plant. 
life, he put the disciple of e d to studying that 
plant life in the garden. 


As the subjectof my paper ee for our Schools, d 


it may be well to define it: 


By a school exposition is: meant the display of the: ordi- ۱ 


nary daily work of every class and every pupil in every 

class, orderly arranged in such manner and place as will 
enable everyone desiring to examine it leisurely and com- 
fortably. The exhibit should give full and correct informa- 
tion regarding the ability and progress of every child in 


every class. The visitor should be able to accurately judge’ 


from the exhibit of the capabilties of children of various 
ages—what may reasonably be expected of them—the com- 
parative ability of different pupils, and the different. meth- 
ods of the different teachers. 

The inherent yearning for school expositions is manifested 
in many waysin many of our schools. We will briefly allude 
to a few of the many, and try to show how they have failed. 


The desire and design is to bring the work.of the pupil to ۱ 
the knowledge of his fellows and friends, so they may see ` 


what and how he is doing,and how well he succeeds. To meet 
this instinctive want, spelling schools and spelling matches 
have been used. But they have been very unsatisfactory 
to all thoughtful teachers, as they are no test of the work 
of the school, no exhibit of the regular teaching, no benefit 
in preparing for the work of life. "There is no occasion in 


actual life to spell words, except with a pencil or pen; oral ` 


spelling, no matter how long or thoroughly practiced, has 
very little utility—doés almost nothing towards qualifying 
the child to write correctly. By this method, sounds are 
taught instead of forms ; the appeal is to the ear instead ef 
the eye; addressing the wrongsense. There is no need to 
know how to spell a word we do not use. As the occasion 
for its use arises, then its form to the eye as well as its 
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sound to the. ear should be learned. There is danger of 
feeding the. child on abstractions—as Hamlet says, **words, 
‘words, words,” not signs of ideas. 

This yearning has also See manifested in the use. eof decla- 
mations, “speaking pieces,” in most cases without any previ- 
ous training to devolop the voice and its powers, or skill i in its 
use—no comprehension of the thought—not even an under- 
standing of the meaning words used. It has heen merely a. 
parrot-like ropetition of memorized words, according to the 
gospel of cram. When the, exercise has been **dialogue'* it . 
has been but little better. Again, **composition"" has been 
resorted to, in many. cases, without any discipline or prac- 
tice in the use of our language, and has thus been degraded 
into the endeavor to make use of words of which the pupil 
knows not the meaning, to express thoughts of which he 
has no conception, upon subjects of which, by study, obser- 
vation, experience or reason, he knows absolutely nothing. 

Examinations, both oral and written, failto show the work 
done by the pupil. They too often give an opportunity to 
show how zealously the god of cram has been worshipped. 
The trouble is that the examination becomes to the student 
an end in itself. Per cents. and promotions are the objects 
sought, rather than the development of a large and perfect 
manhood. .**Power, in its quality and degree, is the meas- 
ure of manhood ; ae save by accident, -is never the 
measure of a man’s power.’ 

It is difficult to measur e, in their value and extent, edu- 
cational influences.. This is owing to their spiritual nature, 
The farmer sows his seed, cultivates his crops, and gathers 
his harvests, which may be weighed, measured and valued. 
The same with the products of the minés. The machinist 
exhibits the complicated mechanism of an engine, aid accu- 
rately tests the strength of its various parts, estimates its 
powers and calculates its value. The physician can determ- 
ine the effect of pill, powder, and potion upon the human 
system. -Matter can -be measured, physical forces can be 
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estimated, but when we enter the domain of thought—the. . ۱ 


realm of mind, and deal with the immaterial—with the ` 
spiritual essences, we encounter difficulties. We have no 
scales so delicately balanced—no measures so -accurately 


graduated, that we can determine the value of those influ- — 


ences that affect the mind and heart. There is no rule to 
apply to estimate the power ofiruth. Plant one of its tiny 


seeds in the mind of the child and measure the crop, if you ۰ 


can. ; ۱ 
An exposition should clearly exhibit two things: First, 

the advancement and progress of each pupil in every branch 

of study pursued ; and second, the methods adopted by the 


teacher to secure such results. Some of the advantages.of- 
such expositions may be briefly summarized as follows: ` 


E 


Results and methods of, teaching will be made of perma- 
nent record, upon which to base judgments, and from the 
data thus accumulated a science of education may be de- 
duced from observations made by different persons at dif- 
ferent times, under different circumstances, with the vary- 
ing results, compared, condensed and classified. . The de- 
ductions from such data will go far towards answering those 
questions which are now attracting so much attention among 


educators, viz: What shall we teach, and why? When shall 


we teach each branch, and why? How shall we teach each 


branch, and why? It is putting the results obtained by the . ° 


child in the school-room into a shape to be handled. Itis 
materializing work upon mind. It will enable one teacher 
to compare his work with that of another, and avail himself 
of such methods as secure better results than his own. |The 


work of the teacher will be better understood by the parents, - ` 


patrons and friends of the school. This will strengthen the 


desire to retain the teacher in the school so long as his work ` 
is satisfactory ; and thus secure inerease of salary.. The. 


exposition will prompt parents and others to avail them- 


selves of évery convenient opportunity to visit the school. 
and inspect with interest and enthusiasm its workings. lt. . 
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will create interest in indifferent pnpils, and increase. the 
interest of others, securing regularity of attendance, thus in 
a great measure solving those vexatious problems of absen- 
teeism, truancy and tardiness. Another advanfage that 
will be gained is the effect. upon the individual pupil in this; 
that he will soon learn that pages do not mean progress, and 
the ambition to enter classes where: the wórk is beyond his 
greatest ability will be destroyed, and he will be satisfied to 
work where intelligent success will crown his efforts. It 
will drive teachers incompetent from want of scholarship, 
zeal, enthusiasm, or love of the work, to qualify themselves, 
voluntarily seek other fields of usefulness, or cause them to 
be dropped from the ranks. 

There are three classes of work that may, or should be 
required for the exhibit, that which is prepared as ** study" 
. in “recitation,” and in **examination." The first is pre- 
pared with the use of such reference and text-books, such 
apparatus and meehanical contrivances as may be necessary 
and obtainable, with only such limitations of time as the 
condition and circumstances of the pupil render desirable. 
In ** recitation," care should be taken that the time is fully 
occupied and not extended beyond the ordinary recitation 
hour. There may be two classes of examinations, one when ` 
branches of study are carefully completed ; the other upon. 
such portions of the branches, and at such’ times as may be ` 
Selected. Great care sliould.be taken in all this work to 
secure absolute neatness, correct spelling, propér use of 
capitals, punctuation, spacing, and good general appearance 
of each paper. The work of every pupil in each branch of 
study should be exhibited. The teacher should endeavor to 
make this work educational in the highest and broadest 
sense of the term—developing power of thought and skill 
dn expression—improving and correcting all poor- methods of 
each. He should also study to improve his methods of in- 
Struetion—study the child.nature as ‘exhibited in the prepar- 
ation of the materials for the exposition; consider the 
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adaptability of his methods to the development of - thought- 
power, and such habits of mind and body as will pet Pre-. i 
pare the child for useful manhood. 

As reading is now taught from the beginning, by the E 
of the pencil, it will be found very easy to secure, even, from. 
the youngest pupils, work suitable for exhibition, and 
although in many cases their earliest efforts will be found 
exceedingly crude, and perhaps unintelligible, yet that fact | 
will not detract from their value, as it will furnish a 
beginning for future comparisons. The first exercises will 
be **studies," but it will not be many months until they will 
be able to write during ‘‘recitation’’ a little verse they have 
previously learned, and soon they can pass 2 little examina- 
tion. The children will look forward with great delight to 
these exercises. For advanced classes, special attention 
should be given to the language of the lessons ; remember- 
ing that all we desire in reading, writing, spelling and 
grammar, is to acquire a correct knowledge of language, ' 
including facility in its use, as a medium of thought in both 
its spoken and written forms. It might be well to bear in 
mind that the majority of pupils will have no other oppor- 
tunity to study language—to learn the rich litérature of our 
grand and noble tongue, than that afforded by our reading 
classes. Our text-books on reading ‘contain the choicest 
selections of the literature of all ages, and thus offer special . 
inducements to the teacher to lead his classes into her 
flowery and fruitful fields. The teacher, rich in resources, 
will not lack for variety in his methods of gaining material 
for his exhibits. For an occasional ‘‘recitation’’ a. new 
selection might be read by the teacher and written by the 
class, giving particular attention to spelling, capitals, punctu- 
ation, paragraphing, and those other points too often over- 
looked in school work, but which are of great importance 
in practical life, An exercise might be given in the use of 
diacritical marks, which should be taught to the child as 
early as his entrance upon the work of the third reader. . 
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The pupils may memorize choice selections, and in **reci- 
tation" write them upon a piece of paper for an exhibit ; 
afterwards, as a “study,” they might write their own com- 


ments upon such selections, considering those features best. 


adapted to the needs of the class. Let them paraphrase.a. 


selection, tr anspose fróm poetry to prose, and from prose to. 


poetry. To exhibit the elocutiónary power of the pupils, 
they may write given selections, marking inflections, pauses, 
ones, emphasis, ete., by suitable symbols. ‘Let them 
analyze a selection, indicating all the. essentials of vocal 
utterance, as form of voice, force, quality, stress, pitch and. 
rate, thus determining its predominating style. The 
thoughtful teacher will not fail ‘to find various methods of 
putting upon paper the knowledge of the pupil in this, as 
well as the other branches of study, and in such a manner 
as to secure beneficial results, developing ability to think. 

‘Every written exercise is an exercise in spelling and 
language. The only practical value of the study of gram- 
mar in our common schools is to enable the pupil-to acquire- 
command of both spoken and written language—to be able 
to use this-instrument of thought correctly, with elegance, 
fluency and ease. The use of outlines and diagrams may 
be adopted for **study,"" ‘‘recitation’’-and ‘‘examination,’” 


either in analysis or grammatical technicalities. It might. 


be well for the teacher to frequently ask himself if there is 
not danger of making a knowledge of technicalities the end 
of his teaching, instead of the ready and accurate use of 
the language as a medium for the communication of 
thought. 

Such exercises as will best exhibit methods of teaching 
and the progress of pupils, rather than such’ as present 
abstractly the best appearance, should be selected for use in 
all work connected with the exposition.- 

Every pupil, upon first entering school, should give a 
Specimen of his penmanship, showing his name, age, the 
date, a sentence or two selected by the teacher, and the 
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characters of the Arabic notation. The Sheet of “Paper 


upon which this is written should be: large enough to-con- 


tain a copy of the same sentences at the middle and end of 
the term, with a new stanza, or sentence or two, not before 


written, under each date, This sheet will exhibit, in-com- 


pact form, the progress made for each half of the session. 


All copy-books should be carefully preserved and make part 


of the exhibit. sr ake 


In arithmetic the early efforts to make figures, as well as 
the earliest combinations in their use, should be displayed, 
This may be either ‘‘study’’ or *'recitation." For more 
advanced classes nothing is necessary to be said. Each 
teacher will be able to arrange what is suitable for the con- 
dition and circumstances of his school; which’ will clearly 
exhibit his methods in “study,” **recitation"' and **examina- 
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tion," and will also accurately show the skill and ability of 


each pupil and his advancement. 


Geography will demand special care on the part of the 
teacher, to combine map drawing, with the descriptive and 
physical features of the localities studied. The school-room 
Should be the center—the radiating point of all geographical 
study. Thence, by slow degrees, a map of the school dis- 
irict should be constructed, with directions and distances 
clearly understood, together with its description, including 
settlements, products—animal, vegetable and mineral ; man- 
ufactures ; climate; physical features ; hills, valleys, lakes, 
rivers and plains; and so on, until the township, county, 
State, nation, and finally the globe, is studied. The minutest 
details of the district should be studied and understood, 
and made the basis of all future geographical teaching ; but 
as more remote and unimportant countries are. reached, only 
the general features should attract attention. The teacher 
should remember that the mind of the child cannot at first 
grasp the whole world—only that part which its own sénses 
, can deal with objectively. 
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. History is closely allied with geography. In the enti 
steps the two should go hand in hand. First teach the local 
history; including the biography of those with whose names 
the pupil isfamiliar. This wlll make the study real—will give 
a good conception or the true province of. history, geogra- 
phy and biography, Afterward give an outline of the sub- 
ject, making first but féw divisions and giving but few par- ` 
ticulars of GC When these are clearly ‘apprehended, the 
‘filling in" can be done with pleasure and great profit to 
the pupil. I desire to stress the teaching of local geography, 
local history and local biography, for the purpose of giving 
a starting point of real knowledge, whence the child may 
begin—also of showing their iatimate connection—the close- . 
ness with which they are interwoven. _ 

Each teacher must decide for himself how much his exhibit 
` will consist of the papers of each pupil in each branch, 
mounted together, and how much will consist of the papers 
of the various classes put up together. But whatever plan of 


e mounting or preserving written work is adopted, great care 


should bé taken against permitting the idea to be entertained 
by pnpils or patrons, or letting the thought enter the mind 
of the teacher, that this exhibit is in the remotest manner 
an end in itself. Its value will be almost if not ‘quite, én- 
tirely lost if itis regarded by any as other than a means 
for the acquisition of knowledge on the part of the: pupil, 
and through that knowledge as an instrument, the develop- 
ment of intellectual and moral power. ` 

Encourage the pupils to make collections from the vast 
treasures of nature. I doubt not_if in early ‘years things 
were studied more and words less; greater results would be 
reached. The field for nature study is broad, and adapted 
to all ages, all stages of mental growth, and to both sexes. 
The smallest child can collect, and with a little aid from the 
teacher, classify the almost endless variety of leaves which 
nature has scattered around them with a most lavish hand. 
As soon as he can form letters, the work of labeling may 
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begin, and the need of writing, spelling and reading will 
entice, allure and spur him on to learn rapidly. -The little 
children can also form collections of seéds—preserving them 
in bottles and labeling them carefully. They will strive to 
see who can collect the greatest variéty and label the most 
neatly and artistically, They will soon learn how the vari- 
ous:trees propagate from seeds, and know the seeds of each. 
They will become familiar with the seeds of grains, garden ` 
vegetables, grasses, fr uits, flowers and the bulbs that seem to 
take the place of seeds. They will be able to distinguish 
the seeds of noxious weeds from those of valuable plants, 
which is of incalculable benefit to a farmer. They can make 


` . collections of the various woods and classify them—learn 


which are used in the manufacture of furniture, farming | 
implements, tool handles, wooden ware, house building, 
ornamental purposes, and so on indefinitely. They can 
make collections of cloths, classifying the woolens, cottons, 
linens and silks separately; learning to distinguish broad- 
cloth, beaver, cassimere, doeskin, gingham, cambric, calico, 
muslin, jeans, serge, brocade, foulard, etc. The children . 
can make collections and teacher explain difference of pro- 
cess in material and manufacture in soaps, sugars, breads, 
eic. Similar. collections of china, stoneware, porcelian, 
earthenware, etc., may be made—also of glass differing in 
quality and color. Rocks and soils will pay well in inter est > 
and valuable information, and if the attention is directed to 
the fossils which abound in the : aqueous formations, lessons 
written by the fingers of God upon tables of stone may be 
read and studied. The child can easily acquire the idea of 
taxidermy, and make collections of the various birds, beasts, 
fishes and reptiles of his locality. "The infant entomologist 
can learn to preserve his bugs and beetles, and in time pre- 
pare a valuable cabinet. Much benefcial knowledge that 
will be of great practical value in every vocation of life may - 
thus be easily and pleasantly gained, and much information 
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gleaned concerning the various industries, and without loss 
of time from the regular book studies of the school, 
All of these lines of thought and action that I have men- 
tioned, and many more, may be connected with the exposi- 
tions for our schools: with great advantage to all parties. 
The need to break away from the ‘‘traditions of the elders" 
in school work, is as great now as in the days of our Savior, 
to break away from the ecclesiastical traditions. Thestudy 
of things had been almost abandoned, andthe study of Books 
had taken their place. Ido notsay we have too many books, 
but they are studied to the neglect of the things themselves. 
The demand is now to study things more—to deal with the 
things themselves—to look at them with our eyes—to feel ` 
them with our hands—to turn them over and examine them 
—not memorize words written perhaps ages ago about them. 
To the child there is too little life—too little flesh-and blood 
in these words—they are but the mummified remains of 
thoughts that for them never possessed any soul or spirit. 
Let the instruction itself —the study—the recitation, be ma- 
terialized—be made concrete—its results be put in form to 
be looked at—to be handled-—and placed on exhibition for 
several days at the close of the school term, and such other 
times as the conditions and circumstances -render desirable. 
Let the parents and friends of the school Inspect the work 
of their own children and wards, and compare it with that 
of others—let them compare the expositions of their. own 
school with those of their neighboring districts—compare 
the methods of instruction of their own teacher with those 
adopted by others, and there will result advances in our 
schools of which the most hopeful have not yet conceived. 
Other States are in their county, district and State fairs, 
offering comparatively large premiums for school’ wdtk. 
Kansas State Fair Association, for 1881, appropriated $670 
for school exhibits. Illinois, for several years, has averaged 
$325 for the same purpose. Would it be a step in the right 
direction for our Association to create a standing committee 
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on school exhibits, consisting of the State Superintendent of. 


- 


Public Instruction, Ex-officio Chairman, with four associ- 
.ates elected respectively for one, two, three and four years, 


with one member elected annually thereafter to fill vacancy 


caused by expiration of term? The'duty of this committee 


would be to arrange with the board of directors of the State 
Fair Association, for an educational exhibit at each meeting 


of the Association—to plan for and encourage school expo- 
sitions in the various schools of the State. 

I desire, in this place, to disavow any claim to. originality 
in much that is contained in this paper, but to credit ** The 
New Method," a book of Prof. R. H. Holbrook, and pub- 
lished by J. E. Sherrill, of Indianapolis, Ind., with many of 


the thoughts presented, ۳ 
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THE VALUE. OF TEACHERS” MEETINGS. 


BY, d F. HOWELL, LONOKE. R d 


5 


I have learned و‎ of the value of teachers’ meet- 
ings by experience. Some of that experience was humiliat- 
ing at the time, from the fact that although I had been try- 
ing to teach for several months, the first Institute. I attended 
had the offect of showing me that perhaps I had not a single 
qualification of a successful teacher, except scholar ship. 1 
led me to appreciate more fully than before the importance 
of the why in teaching. Tt started a train of thought in my 
mind, which has continued to move slowly, perhaps, but ` es 
sincerely, till it has reached the station of certainty, as . 
regards the science of education, where. confidence i is felt in 
the new education. | Ec l 


The word value is used | in a pecuniaéy sense, perhaps 
oftener than any other. “Are teachers’ meétings of any val- ۰ 
ue in this sense ? A superficial glance - may show that they í 
have go such value, but are only an expense to all classes, ۰ | 
except to publie carriers. But school boards and patrons’ ` A 
note with gratification, the interest teachers take in profes- 3 
sional meetings, and the efforts they make for self-improve- - 
ment. This can but lead to good results, one of which is 


often an increase of salary. 


Judging from the actions ofa large number of-our promi- 
nent educators in, Arkansas, I am’ impressed with the idea. , 
chat some of them place no value whatever on snch meet- 
ings. They seem unwilling to make any sacrifice in order 
to give young and less fortunate teachers the benefit of their 
valuable experience. I have observed that most teachers, 
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who take little interest in professional meetings, are behind. 
the times, and are not fully aroused to: the. importance of 


educating the masses. Théy move 8 muscle to- aid in 


^ pushing forward the car of educational progress. "The peo- 
ple are looking to us for a forward movement all. along our 
line, and shall we disappoint them? We cannot afford to 
Stand. If we.do so, we deserve to be overwhelmed by the 


waves of progress. The people are beginning to demand - 


of us better work, more thorough, more praetical work, 
suited to the natural and logical development of the child 
mind. The cry is ‘‘teach the children to think and to do." 


The era of a new education has dawned. Right teaching 
is a science, at present in its infancy, and not a ínere hap- 
hazard system of instructing children inthe ordinary branch- 
es of study. These branches must no longer be regarded 
as the end instead of the means of school work. 


Our purpose, in these meetings, is to discuss subjects. 


bearing upon our work, to use our influence in shaping leg- 


islation on school matters, to deal with the what, the how, 


and the why of the profession, to inquire concerning the 


best methods of instruction, to aid young teachers by giv- ^ 


ing our experience and by expressing our opinion on ques- 


tions asked ; to arouse an enthusiasm in our ranks, that we. 
may strive to lift the schools upon a higher plane, by ear- 


nest faithful work, and to awaken a deep interest. in the 
` hearts of the people in favor of extending the best school 
advantage to rich and peor alike. 


I believe my feelings will be echoed by many members of 
this body, when I say that I owe most of my success to 
teachers’ meetings, including summer normals. At them I 
have learned that teachers cannot afford to have hobbies, and 


that while a classical education is very desirable, good thor- . 


ough work as a teacher is not dependent upon it. 1 have 


learned that it is not what a teacher has seen, nor where he 


has been, but what he Ze and what he can do, that gives him 
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success. I- er learned that unless a teacher understands : 
the natural'and logical development, of-child mind, in short, 
if he does not, understand mental science, and know how to 
apply his knowledge. -in the school-room, he cannot be a 
master workman. 
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tude he will see to it the material for the intellectual founda- . 
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NECESSITY OF PRIMARY EDUCATION. 


W. L. MORRIS, RUSSELLVILLE. 


Mr. President and Members of the State Teachers’ - Associa- 
ton: 


Ido not approve of apologies on the part of those to whom 

a duty has been assigned; therefore I will not ‘afflict you 

with one. - Your attention is invited to a few thoughts 
suggested by the subject. 

When one wishes to erect a building that is designed to be 

an ornament and of great utility, what is his first thought? 


A good foundation must be ptepared. He resolves that the - 
- foundation shall he strong and durable, one that time in its 
ravages shall not. weaken and undermine. The best material 


is selected wherewith to build said foundation, and the most 
expert workmen are secured to put that material in place. 
The stones are placed one upon the other, side by side, the 


edges fitted closely together, and the interstices filled with ` 
smaller stones and cement, until it is apparently one solid 


mass. In this manner doeg (he prudent man proceed in the 
construction of a foundation for his house. - 


Will that man be less prudent in the preparation of his 


child for the duties of life? With the most watchful solici- 


tion is of the best description, and that none but the most 


expert educational workers are employed to shape and fit 


the material in place on the yielding soil of the young mind. 
Again, how does the thrifty orchardist proceed in the 


culture of his trees? The young trees are brought to. him 
from the nursery, clean, without crook and free from blem- ۱ 
ish. The trees are placed in position, perhaps in soil far 


a 


E 
o 


wi Ah de e اما‎ rr Sait sa ina axel 
KN y ^ - ۵ 


«181 y 7 a 


different from that in which they had been nurtured before 
transplanting. The orchardist watches the trees. to ‘note ` 
their development. Soon he notices an offshoot springing 
from the roots. He cuts it. away. Thenanotherappears, and ' 
that is cut off. A worm is seen to be making its ravages 
upon the -tender trunk’ and branches, and remedies are 
quickly applied to destroy it. The soil about the roots is 
kept constantly stirred. So the work of-cultivation is 
repeated each year, until the trees grow hearty and strong 
and bears rich and abundant fruit to reward the toiling 
husbandman. 

Will the teacher be less painstaking? The primary pupil 
is brought to you, teachers, a tender young tree, as it were. 
Itis your duty to watch his mental and moral growth, and - 
be ready with the pruning knife of discipline to remove every - 
offshoot that would tend in tlie least to retard his develop- 
ment into a vigorous mental tree and: pure manhood. Keep 
the intellectual soil constantly stirred, ind apply such edu- 
cational fertilizers as you think best suited to, each individual. 
Weary not in the cultivation of the choice.and rare mental 


trees entrusted to your care and training, and you will have 
‘the gratification of seeing them grow to grand proportions; 
and able to bear the weight of the precious intellectual fruit 


that the years will develope in them. Properly and care- . 
fully nurtured trees bear good fruit at maturity. 

If a man finds a stone that he supposes to be a diamond, 
he does not take it home and place it in a box, there. to 
remain with its beauties and, value undeveloped. What does 


he do? Hetakes the rough stone to a lapidary, whom he: 


engages to develope its briliancy and make it of value. | The 
lapidary begins his work. One face is grouud and a gor- 
geous ray is flashed forth.- Another fave is ground, and more 
briliancy is developed و‎ and still another, with like results, 
and so on, until all the roughness of the stone is made to 


disappear, and the rare beauty of-the diamond shines for th 
on every side. 
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Is. not the primary pupil a-human gem? The infant mind 
is as the rough diamond. It is placed in the hands of the 
teacher, the educational lapidary, who proceeds, by ‘slow 
and patient processes, to develop the hidden beauties thereof, 


After months upon months of weary toil, the teacher is. 


gladdened by the sight of a flash of rich light from the gem. 

His joy is unspeakable. He discovers new ` beauties - to be 
developed and turns another rough side of the mental gem 
to the rapidly revolving educational wheel. More flashes: 
fromthe precious jewel! On, on toils and labors the teacher, 
until he is rejoiced to see a rare gem set in the galaxy of 


precious, priceless diamonds, and can point to it. aud 


proudly exclaim: [fashioned it and first developed its beauty. 


Is not this a great, a grand, a glorious work, Teachers? 


Is not the early training of the little ones, and leading them . 


_in their first steps up the steep and rough Hill of Knowl- 


edge, a God-given work? May each of you persevere in the ` 


good fight. Great edifices are to be built on these -mental 
foundations. Then let each teacher perfect himself so that 
he can be accounted a master builder, and worthy to be 


employed in laying firm and enduring foundations. The ` 


young i trees in the mental orchard are to be cultivated, and. 


who will do it? The teachers. ` But, say some, we are not. 


capable of training the youngtrees. Then go and prepare 
yourselves for the important work. The harvest is ripe and 
the laborers few. So acquaint yourselves with the work 


that you will know exactly when and where to apply the . 


educational pruning knife, for without the timely lopping 
off of useless branches and the removal of offshoots that 
exhaust the vitality of the main trunk, you ean not hope to 
see good fruit on the trees in after years. 

In the great workshop were mental gems are developed 
let your names be enrolled as among the -most skilled‘ of 
workers. ' When the little **diamonds in the rough” are 


brought to you to be ground and made fit for a place in the 
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collection of the world’ S ee preciousand briliant gems, may 


you be able to. enter-upon the work. with a zeal that wil- 


overcome all difficulties and disappointments, for it.is upon 
the accuracy of the first cutting of the stone. that. the. value 
of the diamond depends. 

‘If, in these crude and rambling thoughts, so imperfectly 
expressed, L have said one word that will strengthen one 


member of this Asssociation in his. or. her life-work, I will l 


be glad and feel that I haye done some good. 


In conclusion, allow me to trespass upon your time for a 
few minutes longer by inviting your careful attention to the 
following thoughts on the ‘Necessity of Right Early Train- 
ing," as expressed by Hon.-John W. Diekinson, Secr etary 
of the Massachusetts Board of Education : : 
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has no facility. in the sein of its active power, por has ۱ 


it any tendency to act in any particular matiner. 


"An soon as the mind exercises itself in thinking, feeling, 
and choosing, it begins to acquire a facility i in performing 
these acts, and there will accompany the facility an inclina- 
tion to continue to do what is easily done. a facility ong 


inclination constitute habit.. 


«We say of very young children that their, mental facul- 


. ties are undeveloped, meaning that they have not yet formed 


the habits of acting. The capacity of the mind for form- 
ing habits renders mental development possible. 


“The one cause of. development of. the faculties is exer- ` 


eise. From this truth may be derived one of the funda- 
mental principles of a true method.of teaching. From the 
same truth may also be: derived. an ‘idea: of the importance 
of right early training. : meu s ~ 


“If the powers are. „developed by use, ES ‘follows that a 


method of teaching must be:devised which will Diesen right 
occasions for their proper exercise. 
"As the kind and ree of. activity the mind exerts dur- 
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ing the early developing. -period of its existence determize . 
its character,.it must be placed in eare of a skillful. director. 
from the first. l SSC 

“He will study to find, if ois what, ideas the mind - 
in its early existence is adapted to form, what emotions its 
natural activity will: produce, and what choices its natural 
acts of thinking and feeling will prompt it to make. 

**No, unnatural interference by a controlling power: must 
‘be allowed to defeat the ends which nature has planned for. 
the child to secure for himself. | 

«There is a period in every child's early life that ithe 
educator should improve in promoting the physical growth 
of the young being placed under his care. : 

«At first the child is to live a physical life, and be con- 
trolled in his movements largely by, the animal principle of 
action. At this time ideas will spring up.in his mind as the 
material world is brought in contact with his senses. His 
emotions will be sympathetie rather than rational, and his 
acts will owe their origin to the impulses of his nature . 
rather than to his reason. But, notwithstanding all this, it 
should not be forgotten that the infant mind will begin to . 
take on its-character as soon as it begins to move itself in | 
producing its mental states. 

«For this reason the spontaneous activity: of childhood 
should be directed, not foreed, but simply directed, into 
those forms which will produce some useful elementary 
knowledge, or at least a thirst for knowledge, and lay the 

sure foundation of a harmonious development of. all the. ` 
faculties. SS 

** We, need, then, a system of training which shall | pr esis 
the formal processes to which tlie child is:usually subjected 
on entering the primary school. The true n 
Seems to offer this training. : S- 

«I say a true kinder garten ; : for, unless kindergarten 
training is philosophical in its nature and methods, it will 
be adapted to do more harm than can be done by the appli - 
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cation of unnatural training in- SE one e of our présent sys 
tem of ‘schools. ۱ : 

«This is due to the fact that the infant mind d yields readily " 
to external influences, and that شنیب‎ impressions are ever- 
lasting. à 
«For these UN care: beet be taken that the — 
ful powers are not checked in their spontaneous growth by 
arbitrary control, nor stimulated to premature activity by 
unnatural, incentives, nor ‘suffered to beeome war ped in. 
their character by neglect to direct them to a proper and 
healthful exercise. E 

«The young yield.readily to authority, and are directed 
easily by example. It follows-that those who are to direct . 
vouthful development toward intellectual and moral char- 
acter must themselves be’ what oS. would have their pupils’ 
` become. 

“They should be acquainted with the laws in accordance 
with which the infant powers unfold themselves, that they 
may be able to co-operate with nature by removing all arti- 
ficial obstructions, atid supplying the conditions to a natural 
and easy development. - 

re We.are yet hardly aware, in this country, of how much 
consequence it-is to the future progress-of the child that he 
be permitted from the first to grow up in the presence of 
wise and good instructors. ۱ 

“If the children, from their earliest years, are the objects 
of right influences, and are led to the natural exercise of 
their faculties, we have a right to expect that they will be- 
come fitted for a happy and successful life. 

"When the child enters the primary school he will be put 
to reading, spelling, constructing’ words into simple sen- 
tences, and his sentences into simple discourse. He will 
combine numbers, practice singing and drawing, and have 
presented to .him a. systematic course. of lessons on the 
qualities of objects. ‘He will be made subject to such rules 


of conduct as have;for their object the right activity: of the 
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intellect, sensibility and will—such activity as, should ulti." 
mately lead to the power of complete self-control. 

“For this work the child, if possible, should have à pre- 
vious preparation. r ۱ 

‘Without violence to his youthful nature, ilia may be so - 
directed?in those exercises that have amusement for. their. : 
end, as to enter, at about seven years of age, the. primary 
school free from bad habits, and with his-powers trained 
to self-activity, and- his-mind stored with. a rich collection 
of facts. He will then be ready for rapid progress in 
those studies wbich the primary schools are designed to 
teach. ET M 

«If all our children. could pass from a well conducted 
kindergarten into their courses of study, I am sure that it | 
would at once appear that a foundation had been laid for 
rapid arid successful progress. l 

“It is.known by those who: have made the kindergarten 
system of instruction an intelligent study, and have liad 
experience in the results produced, that. children trained 
under its influences are more. readily controlled ; that they 
are superior Dn intelligence to children who enter the ele- 
mentary schools without. previous training ;- that they have-. 
a more eager thirst for knowledge, and an ine have a ۱ 
much better command of language. ES 

‘If this is true, then the period of elementary E 
tion, as now established, might be shortened, without sub- 
tracting from the good results now secured. 

«Tt would bé well if the spirit of the kindergarten could 
be carried into the publie schools. 

‘AI objects of study, or adequate representatives of the 
objeets, should be brought into the presence of the children 
for their observation, and they should be permitted to ob- 
tain a knowledge of them by an exertion of their own active 
power. Here, too, as in the kindergarten, the teacher 
should do nothing but direct. 

«He should establish the conditions of study, and then. 
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leave the pupil to- seg, out for himself his own | knowledge. 


and his own disciplirie. 


«In some modern -schools the ancient custom of assign- 


ing lessons from books, to be. studied’ and committed to 
memory by the children, has been partially. abandoned ; but. 
in the place of it anew custom has béen introduced, which, 
in too many cases, consists simply of lecturas and explana- 
tions by the teacher. ° : i - d 

“The new method is no better than the old; for both 
alike make language the original source of our ideas, and 
they alike appéal exclusively to the passive powers. 


«Our elementary schools may learn also from the kinder-. 


garten exercises that there is an order of development of 
the powers to be observed, and a logical relation of ideas to 
be provided for, in all grades of instruction. 

“This, order and this relation are not much E by 
elementary instructors ; and there results from the neglect 
an unsystematized plan of work that has no > definite mean- 
ing nor certain results. MEN 

“A thorough knowledge of the philosophy of education 


is needed to reduce our plans of instruction to unity." 
S e ` 


